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SRR XKD R— QIR Tales of Ise [ Kasugano lavender stains my robe, In deep disorder, like my secret loves.]
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Sad are the insect songs among the
reeds. / More sadly yet falls the dew

from above the clouds.*
(*A sad message comes from court to

join the sadness already here.)
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Y | unhappily in thinning grasses, you who
live above the clouds bring still heavier

Jalls of dew.

Here where crickets cry more and more
(p.10)
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between us. / One finger does not,
alas, count the sum of your failures.

(p-33)

(In Japan one crooks the fingers to
count. This poem and the reply rely

on several wordplays.)

times you and I have been together,
(p.28)

show that this outrage of yours is

Fingers crooked to count the many
certainly not the first.
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+ The Tale of Genji. Trans. Edward G. Seidensticker. Everyman'’s Library. New York: Alfred A. Knopf. Inc., 1992.
+ The Tale of Genji. Trans. Royall Tyler. New York: Penguin, 2003.
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