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The development of a scale of preoccupation tendencies for persecutory ideation

Emiko Otsu and Toshiki Ogawa ([nstitute of Psychology, Graduate School of Comprehensive
Human Sciences, University of Tukuba, Tsukuba, Japan)

The purpose of this study is to develop an evaluation scale of preoccupation tendencies for
persecutory ideation. In a preliminary survey, we used a free description method and collected a
number of items related to daily life episodes of persecutory thinking. These items were evaluated
for their preoccupation tendencies and their frequencies. A factor analysis of data collected from 385
college students revealed a single structure involving 15 items on the scale. The alpha coefficient
was high, confirming its internal consistency. The data indicates that the majority of students
experience preoccupations towards persecutory ideation, and that there is a weak but significant
correlation between this preoccupation tendency and the frequencies of persecutory ideation. These
findings highlight the importance of studies that distinguish between preoccupations for persecutory
ideation and their frequencies.
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