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Classifying rumors within the everyday conversations of university students: From the
perspective of their content attributes

Ippei Takenaka and Yutaka Matsui (Imstifute of Psychology, Graduate School of Comprehensive
Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba, 305-8572, Japan)

The purpose of this study is to classify rumor talk within the everyday conversations of
university student from the perspective of the content attributes of humor, certainty and anxiety.
Specifically, the study investigates the replication of the ‘humor’ and ‘anxiety’ types of rumor
identified in Takenaka (2003) and the ‘humor, ‘anxiety’ and ‘daily’ types discussed in Takenaka
(2004). Rumors gathered from four universities of different group characteristics are evaluated in
terms of the three content attributes. The results indicate that the ‘humor’ type of rumors has high
humor and low certainty, that the ‘anxiety’ type has low humor and high anxiety, and that the ‘daily’
type have high humor and high certainty. The three types of rumor identified in this study replicate
the findings of earlier studies (Takenaka, 2003, 2004).
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