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Conceptual ambiguity concerning output monitoring: A review

Mariko Ito and Tadashi Kikuchi (mstitute of Psychology, Graduate School of Comprehensive
Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba, T3ukuba 305-8572, Japan)

Output monitoring can generally be defined as a process of deciding whether an action has
been performed or not. However, there are discrepancies between the definitions and the findings
of previous studies. This paper reviews previous studies of output monitoring from the perspective
of two paradigms—the word memory test and the input monitoring paradigm. Based on this review,
differences in the cognitive processes involved in each paradigm are discussed. While output
monitoring in the case of the word memory test requires recall memory, it involves memory

characteristics related to performance and imagination (as well as observation) in the case of the
input monitoring paradigm. These distinctions can help explain the discrepancies in the findings of

previous studies.
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