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What is becoming a Japanese
: From the viewpoint of the naturalized citizens

SASAKI Teru

Nowadays, in Japan, about 15,000 people become new Japanese citizens, about
10,000 of them had Korean citizenship, and about 4,500 of them had Chinese
citizenship. After World War 1II, nearly 260,000 Korean naturalized in Japan. If we
take their descendant into account, Korean-Japanese are also main member in
Japanese society. But almost all Japanese didn’'t know this situation. In short,
naturalized citizens are ‘invisible ethnic-minority’ and they are recognized just as a
Japanese.

I analysis the reason, why they become ‘invisible ethnic-minority’, from four points.
(1)After World War 1I, Japanese government attempt to assimilate the foreign citizens
(especially Koran minority and Chinese minority who stayed continuously in Japan
after the War) into Japanese or to exclude them. So that, if a foreign citizen naturalize
in Japan, that means for the government finishing the assimilation. On the other hand,
(2) ethnic groups (especially Korean minority groups) regarded naturalized citizens as a
betrayer. So that, many naturalized citizens couldn't have a contact whit the ethnic
groups. And (3) almost all Japanese didn’t take a notice of the naturalized citizens. They
are believing simply ‘legend of a people of one ethnicity’. From these reasons, (4)
naturalized citizens (namely Korean-Japanese) think that, ‘if somebody else knew our
past, we would be discriminated against’. After that, they keep their past secret.

Most naturalized citizens have to endure the conflict of identity. Because they are one
side Japanese, and the other side (for ex.) Korean. Well how resolve their conflict in
daily life. In this dissertation, | present the four identity patterns. (Double identity,
minority identity, any special identity, and Japanese identity.) These patterns show the
fact that naturalized citizen’s identity takes various shapes.

As a result of analyses of the naturalized citizen’s situation, | maintain the
reconsidering the naturalization politics and citizenship politics in Japan . The former
is a possibility of dual citizenship or ‘jus soli', and the latter is a possibility of cultural
citizenship or trance-national citizenship. These politics protect and recover their ethnic
identity.
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