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An Analysis of "Objective Expressions" in Essays Written

by Advanced Learners of Japanese

KIDO Mitsuko

O Abstract) Although accuracy of grammar and adequate choices of vocabulary and
writing style are focused on when correcting compositions in courses of academic
writing at universities, little research has been undertaken on "objective expressions"
needed to report and thesis writing. In this paper, I analyzed "objective expressions"
found in 28 essays written by advanced learners of Japanese in a course of academic
writing. Most essays written by advanced learners of Japanese lack these "objective
expressions”. "Objective expressions" are defined as terms to present events objectively
by avoiding terms indicating a writer's subjectivity. They are closely related to the
following three features: (1) sentence ordering relating to fact and opinion, (2) modality
of predicate, (3) first person point of view as a writer. This finding suggests that
"objective expressions" as linguistic units can be divided on two levels: sentence level
and paragraph level.

O Keywords[] composition, objective expression, report and thesis writing, correction
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