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| Af41%. Herman Melwille, Moby-Dick % #i#5%# (navigational instruments) (ZFER &K > T
L7=“The Earher Days of the Sperm Whale Fishery An Instrumental Approach to Moby-Dick,” Studu
Iaponict ad Honorem Wolfgang Viereck, ed Guido Oebel (Munich Lincom GmbH, 2006) (XX, EFD
KB ESTE LT2 b DT B, A2 E L (T T » Tid N ARBEER 0B B SCERRIT B f—F 721,
Feb A T4 v ) EEEE, —OONE) OBREARESBL, A NI IBRERITT,
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CTEOMESTIA) EEBLELDTH D, ZOVVRYTAMITHEL E o7 dia, BHERIGEL
TBMLE& o2z, B<ELER L ETD,

2 Herman Melville, Moby-Dick, or The Whale, eds, Harrison Hayford, Hershel Parker and G
Thomas Tanselle (1851; Evanston & Chicago. Northwestern UP & Newberry Library, 1988). 51/
TATZORRICE Y . = VEFEIMC AN TR,

BTICIZ. KOYA kb AV, (http //www princeton edu/~batke/moby/ghindex htmb

3 Michael Paul Rogin, Subversive Genealogy" The Politics and Art of Herman Melville (New York.
Knopf, 1983)

4Thomas Beale, The Natural History of the Sperm Whale Its Anatomy and Physiology—Food
Spermaceti—Ambergris—Rise and Progress of the Fishery—Chase and Capture—“Cutting In” and
“Tyying Out”—Description of the Ships, Boats, Men, and Instruments Used 1n the Attack, With an
Account of Its Favourite Places of Resort, to Which 1s Added, a Sketch of a South-Sea Whalng
Voyage, Embracing a Description of the Extent, as Well as the Adventures and Accidents That
Occurred During the Voyage in Which the Author was Personally Engaged (1839, London. Holland,
1973), Frederick Debell Bennett, Narrative of a Whaling Voyage Round the Globe, from the Year 1833
to 1836, Comprising Sketches of Polynesia, Cahfornia, the Indian Archipelago, etc, with an Account
of Southern Whales, the Sperm Whale Fishery, and the Natural History of the Climates Visited
(1840; Amsterdam Israel, 1970), J Ross Browne, Etching of a Whalng Cruise, with Notes of a
Sojourn on the Island of Zanzibar, to Which 1s Appended a Brief History of the Whale Fishery, 1ts
Past and Present Condition (1846, Cambridge Harvard UP, 1968), Henry T Cheever, The Whale and
His Captors; or, The Whaleman'’s Adventures, and the Whale's Biography;, as Gathered on the
Homeward Cruise of the “Commodore Preble” (New York Harper, 1848)

5T LY H—RAE—Ny O [7 A hiRE] i L, — A\ ZFoRpREL, =a— -
Ny R74—RD6 5HBIZH LT, Fr ¥y MIl 68 ThD, ¥y NOBERIZOWTH, Obed
Macy, History of Nantucket HSARRHPEF ITIIAF TE b ool LT OBFER L THBIC 21T O
k%58 L7, Anon, “The American Whale Fishery,” Hunt’s Merchants’ Magazine (Nov 1840)
361-94; Alexander Starbuck, History of the American Whale Fishery (1878; Secaucus, NJ Castle,
1989), Walter S Tower, A History of the American Whale Fishery (Mansfield Centre, CY Martino,
1907), Anon, Whale Fishery of New England An Account, with Illustrations and Some Interesting
and Amusing Anecdotes, of the Rise and Fall of an Industry which has Made New England Famous
throughout the World (Boston State Street Trust Company, 1915), Charles Boardman Hawes,
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Whahng Wherein are Discussed the First Whalemen of Whom We Have Record; The Growth of the
European Whaling Industry, and its Offspring, the American Whaling Industry; Primitive Whaling
among the Savages of North America; the Various Manners and Means of Taking Whales 1n All Parts
of the World and 1n All Times of 1ts History, The Extraordinary Adventures and Mishaps That Have
Befllen Whalemen the Seas Over; The Economic and Social Conditions That Led to the Rise of
Whaling and Hastened 1ts Decline; and, 1n Conclusion The Present State of the Once Flourishing
and Lucrative Industry (Garden City, NY' Doubleday, Page & Co, 1924); Chifford W Ashley, The
Yankee Whaler (New York® Dover, 1926, 1938), E. Keble Chatterton, Whalers and Whalhng The Story
of the Whaling Ships up to the Present Day (Phladelphia"J B Lippincott, 1926), Elmo P Hohman,
The American Whaleman (1928, Chfton- Augustus M Kelley, 1972), Albert Cook Church, Whale
Ships and Whalhng (New York’ Bonanza Books, 1938), Tyrus Hillway, Melville and the Whale
(Stonington Stonington Publishing, 1950), E J Slyper, Whales, trans A. J Pomerans (New York
Basic Books, 1962), Charles M Scammon, The Marine Mammals of the North-western Coast of North
American and the American Whale Fishery (Riverside Manessier, 1969), J T. Jenkins, A History of
the Whale Fisheries from the Basque Fisheries of the Tenth Century to the Hunting of the Finner
Whale at the Present Date (Port Washington, NY Kennikat, 1971), Robert Costello, The Whale (New
York Crescent, 1975), L Harrison Matthews, The Natural History of the Whale (New York
Columbia UP, 1978), Robert McNally, So Remorseless a Havoc: Of Dolphins, Whales and Men
(Boston Lattle, Brown & Co, 1981), Daniel Vickers, “The First Whalemen of Nantucket,” Willham
and Mary Quarterly 40 (Oct 1983) 560-83; Richard Ellis, Men and Whales New York Knopf, 1991),
Lance E Dawis, Robert E Gallman & Karin Gleiter, /n Pursuit of Leviathan’ Technology, Institutions,
Productivity, and Profits in American Whaling, 1816-1906 (Chicago U of Chicago P, 1997), Margaret
S Creighton, Rites & Passages The Experience of American Whaling, 1830-1870 (Cambridge
Cambndge UP, 1995), K L Evans, Whale! Minneapohs U of Minnesota P, 2003), ZRMB5H [ &
BoXLE] £ EBREHIRS . —UJUNE , RERZ L B0 bOR Y ) RILEEE, ZOOZF;
W% Ml (£2%) ERREHEE. ZO0ONE,

6 Francis Allyn Olmsted, Incidents of a Whaling Voyage™ To Which are Added Observations on the
Scenery, Manners and Customs, and Missionary Stations, of the Sandwich and Soctety Islands (1841,
New York Bell, 1964)

7 Wilson L. Heflin, “Melville and Nantucket,” Moby-Dick’ Centennial Essays, ed Melwville Society
(Dallas Southern Methodist UP, 1953), 165-79, John Bryant, “Moby-Dick as Revolution,” The
Cambridge Companion to Herman Melville, ed Robert S Levine (Cambridge Cambridge UP, 1998),
65-90, Jay Leyda, The Melville Log" A Documentary Life of Herman Melville, 1819-1891, vol 1 (New
York Cordian, 1961), 452 A/ 4 L L HEIZOWVWTIE. ROXMESR L7, Hillway, Melville and
the Whale, Thomas Philbrick, “Melville’s ‘Best Authorities,” Nineteenth-Century Fiction 15 (Sept
1960) 171-79, David Jaffé, The Stormy Petrel and the Whale Some Origins of Moby-Dick (Baltimore’
Port City, 1976); Gill B Gidmark, Melville Sea Dictionary' A Glossed Concordance and Analysis of
the Sea Language 1n Melville’s Nautical Novels (Westport Greenwood, 1982), Wilson Heflin, Herman
Melville’s Whahing Years, eds Mary K Bercaw Edwards and Thomas Farel Heffernan (Nashwille
Vanderbilt UP, 2004)
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B 3 sn/rf— -REOKE] 2BRBOZL, TRLUAOHERBIC OV T, UTOXRESH
L7, Gerard LE Turner, Nineteenth-Cantury Scientific Instruments (Berkeley & Los Angeles U of
Califorma P, 1983), William Goetzman, New Lands, New Men  America and the Second Great Age of
Discovery (New York Viking, 1986), Robert Bud, Deborah Warner & Jean Stephen Jonston, eds,
Instruments of Science’ An Historical Encyclopedia (New York and London Garland, 1998); Gerard
L'E Turner, Scientific Instruments 1500-1900° An Introduction (Berkeley & Los Angeles U of
Califorma P, 1998), Derek Wilson, The Circumnavigators, a History' The Pioneer Voyagers Who Set
off around the Globe (New York' Carroll & Graf, 2003); Alan Gurney, Compass: A Story of Exploration
and Innovation New York and London. W W. Norton & Co., 2004), 2% [ER THRUREROEY
FERY—HOBEIOBEIRRASN-ERIELERTUS] B, ZO00%F, HBEA MM
HEEROBELEWE—RMB» O ALHREET] RLEEE. —OO0=4,

0 ARIEDN TV A RFAEIZ, BABR AERERERE) L3O THD, TIKELT,
WELRT D, - BRI OV T, L TOIX#R%E B L7z, John Noble Wilford, The Mapmakers' The
Story of the Great Pioneers 1n Cartography from Antiquity to the Space Age (New York Vintage,
1982), Peter Whitfield, The Image of the World. 20 Centuries of World Maps Rpt. (San Francisco
Omegrabate Artbooks, 1994), Atlas of Exploration (New York Oxford UP, 1997), Carl Moreland &
David Banmster, Antigue Maps, 3rd ed. (London Phaidon, 1998), Denis Cosgrove, ed Mappings
(London Reaktion Books, 1999); Norman J W Thrower, Maps & Civilization® Cartography in
Culture and Society, 2nd ed (Chicago U of Chicago P, 1999), David N. Livingstone & Charles W J
Withers, Geography and Enlightenment (Chicago U of Chicago P, 1999)

11 Wilham Scoresby, Jr, Journal of a Voyage to the Northern Whale-Fishery, Including Researches
and Discoveries on the Eastern Coast of West Greenland, Made 1n the Summer of 1820, 1n the Ship
Baffin of Liverpool (Edinburgh Archibaold Constable & Co & London Hurst, Robinson & Co.,, 1823),
James Weddell, A Voyage towards the South Pole Performed 1n the Years 1822-24, Containing an
Examination of the Antarctic Sea (London Longman, Rees, Orme, Brown, and Green, 1825, 2nd ed,
1827, Devon Dawvid & Charles Reprints, 1970)

12 gEER T ONTOXCHRIE. B (BE5) #8MBoZ L, Edouard A Stockpole, The Sea-Hunters™ The
New England Whalemen During Two Centuries 1635-1835 (Phladelphia Lippincott, 1953).
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16 Herman Melwille, Mardi, and A Voyage Thither, eds Harrison Hayford, Hershel Parker & G
Thomas Tanselle (1849, Evanston & Chicago: Northwestern UP & Newberry Library, 1970)

V7 AY AW (A—n S8 ORR- MR- BRAL-BEELE, = FIV—- 77 - Ry [7—H—-
I—RELAOWEE] LOBETERELELOLLTIE, KOBIXESROZ &, Washizu, “Mapping
the Fictitious Venifiability of Testimony 1n the Antarctic Explorations,” Return to Postmodernism’
Theory—Travel Writing--Autobiography, ed Klaus Stierstrofer (Heidelberg Winter, 2005), 23-57 (3
30)

18 Edmund Fanning, Voyages Round the World;, With Selected Sketches of Voyages to the South
Seas, North and South Pacific Oceans, China, etc, Performed under the Command and Agency of the
Author, Also, Information Relating to Important Late Discoveries; Between the Years 1792 and 1852,
Together with the Report of the Commander of the First American Exploring Expedition, Patronised
by the United States Government, i1n the Brigs Seraph and Annawan, to the Southern Hemisphere
(New York Collins & Hannay, 1833, Upper Saddle River Gregg, 1970), 428-30

WAL VEMREETOREEZ, VATFAR-F - TIHARTFH - 4 - 75 K(Leonardo de
Arnizabalaga y Prado)

RIZEBb0THB, ZIWKELT, #EERERT,

20 Benjamin Morrell (ghostwritten by Samuel Woodworth), A Narrative of Four Voyages, to the
South Sea, North and South Pacific Ocean, Chinese Sea, Ethiopic and Southern Atlantic Ocean,
Indian and Antarctic Ocean, from the Year 1822 to 1831, Comprising Critical Surveys of Coasts and
Islands, with Sailing Directions, and an Account of Some New and Valuable Discoveries, Including
the Massacre Islands, Where Thirteen of the Author’s Crew Were Massacred and Eaten by Cannibals,
to Which 1s Prefixed a Brief Sketch of the Author’s Early Life (1832, Ann Arbor: UMI, 2004), Abby
Jane Morrell [ghostwritten by Colonel Samuel L Knappl, Narrative of a Voyage to the Ethiopic and
South Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, Chinese Sea, North and South Pacific Ocean New York J & J
Harper, 1833, Upper Saddle River Gregg Press, 1970)

21 Ralph E Ehrenberg, John A. Wolter and Charles A Burroughs, “Surveying and Charting the
Paafic Basin,” Magnificent Voyagers' The U S Exploring Expedition, 1838-1842, eds Herman J
Viola and Carolyn Margolis (Washington, D C Smithsonian Institution, 1985), 164-187 7 4 /L7 &
ERERICOWTIRLVEEDOGE 7)) GENHITELODENUTOHLDAESBHB LT, Palip I Mitterhng,
“The United States Exploring Expedition 1838-1842,” Americans in the Antarctic to 1840 (Urbana U
of Illinois P, 1959, Goezman, New Lands, New Men, David McGonial and Lynn Woodworth, Antarctic
The Complete Story (London: Frances Lincoln, 2003), Nathaniel Philbrick, Sea of Glory America’s
Voyage of Discovery The U S Exploring Expedition, 1838-1842 (New York Harper Collins, 2004)

2 VxR AT LA NARCELTI, LR GE4) (GEE5) (GE21) 0ih. UTOXMESEIC
L7z, Jeremiah N Reynolds, Voyage of the United States Frigate Potomac under the Command of
Commodore John Downes, during the Circumnavigation of the Globe, in the Years 1831,1832,1833,
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and 1834 Including a Particular Account of the Engagement at Quallah-Battoo, on the Goast of
Sumatra, with All the Official Documents Relating to the Same (New York, Harper & Brothers, 1835,

Ann Arbor, UMI, 2004), Raynolds, Pacafic and Indian Oceans or, The South Sea Surveying and
Exploring Expedition Its Inception, Progress, and Objects (New York Harper & Brothers, 1841, Ann

Arbor UMI, 2004)

2 RyD A OBETD [ AXDR] IZO20TiX, ROGXEBRDOZ &, Washizu, “Mapping
the Fictitious ” [ A XD oW T, k52 (3£ 9) DiEh, UTOXmMESBEZ L7, Paul Collins,
Banvard’s Folly Thirteen Tales of Renowned Obscurity, Famous Anonymity, and Rotten Luck (New
York' Picador, 2001), 54-70, Captain Adam Seaborn [pseudonym of Summesl, Symzonia A Voyage of
Discovery (New York Seymour, 1820, Gainesville Scholars’ Facsimiles & Reprints, 1965).

24 Scoresby, Journal of a Voyage to the Northern Whale-Fishery, 1 (X 6a) & 326 (X 6b) .

25Tvan T Sanderson, Follow the Whale (Boston® Little, Brown & Co , 1956), 215 (K 7a) & 233 (X
8a) TNHDYLF YU HEEFERLEON, HE MHFHEMBOEE] (—AAmE) LILT [HiR)
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Wb ThD,
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REBRGL, (Fr— b OHEML, HROBHRL LTEHDRETH o, TIITHLEL T, B0
BEx%F T, Hit National Observatory, “Notice to Whalemen,” Explanations and Sailing Directions to
Accompany the Wind and Current Charts (Washington, 1851), 207-208

21 [y A% ICOVTH, LRO FF5) KHTHMBEOELEFRDIEN, UTOXRESR

L7-., Owen Chase, The Wreck of the Whaleship Essex ' A Narrative Account by Owen Chase, First
Mate, ed Lola Haverstick & Betty Shepard (1821, San Diego’ Harcourt Brace, 1993); Thomas
Nickerson, Owen Chase and Others, The Loss of the Ship Essex, Sunk by a Whale, eds Nathaniel
Philbrick & Thomas Philbrick (New York Oenguin, 2000), Nathaniel Philbrick, /n the Heart of the
Sea* The Tragedy of the Whaleship Essex New York Penguin, 2000) [FH=x V-7 4 NTV v 7,
HREETR (% 5] (R, 2003 4)] .
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(® 2) Latitude by noon sight
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[J E.D Wilhams, From Sails to Satellites The Origin and Development
of Navigational Science (Oxford Oxford University Press, 1994), 33].
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(b)Principles of Hadley’s quadrant.

These two 1llustrates in fact octants, an improved version of the
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4 Peter Apian, Introductio Geographica Petri Apiani in
Docitissimas Vernert Annotationes, title page. [William J.
H Andrewes ed, The Quest for Longitude (Cambridge
Collection of Historical Scientific Instruments, 1996), 151.]

5a Twelve-inch astronomical quadrant
by John Bird, ¢ 1767. Science &
Soctety Picture Library  [Robert
Bud and Deborah Jean Warner,

Instruments  of  Science- An

SAUL ey ¢ Mady, Ay R ATST,
Sesnaved toom 3 [(NURTE RN 1g the

R %fff‘n‘;‘ Historical Encyclopedia (New York:
R Garland, 1998), 502 ]
5b Trade card, depicting an octant in
use by R. Rust, C 1783. Science &
Society Picture Library. Ibid ,
4201
5c¢ Sextant by Troughton,
with double-frame design, c¢. 1790.
STROBRESLER 50D goence & Society Picture Library

[Ibid., 531]
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6a Ralph E Ehrenbeirg, John A Wolter and Charles A Burroughs, “Surveying and Charting the Pacific Basin,”
Magnificent Voyagers The U S Exploring Expedition, 1838-1842, eds Heiman J Viola and Carolyn Maigohs
(Washington, D C Smithsonian Institution, 1985), 177
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Chart of Wilkes's San Juan Island region 1n the Pacific
Northwest with 1nset detail showing “Gordon’ and
“Adolphus” 1slands, which were determined by the U §
Coast Survey 1n 1853 to be nonexistent It 1s believed they
had been deliberately added to the original survey by a
disgruntled midshipman Courtesy Geography and Map
Division, The Library of Congress

& 6b Ralph E Ehrenberg, John A Wolter and Charles A Burroughs, “Swiveying and Charting the Pacific Basin,”
Magnificent Voyagers The U S Exploring Expedition, 1838-1842, eds Herman J Viola and Carolyn Margolis
(Washington, D C Smithsonian Institution, 1985), 173
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8b A map of Greenland including the recent surveys and discoveries made 1n the
ship Baffin in the summer of 1822

[Tbad., 326.]
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X 8a A chart of original surveys and discoveries made on the east coast of Greenland

in the ship Baffin of Liverpool when on a whaling voyage in the summer of 1822

[William Scoresby, Jr, Journal of a Voyage to the Northern Whale-Fishery (Edinburgh

Archibald Constable & Co & London Hurst, Robinson & Co, 1823), 1]
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12) Tuen T, Sanderscn, Follov e Whale
LiHe, Brovint & Co, 19563, 2/5. . :

(Beston ;

ke e

»
W g caane

.A-ut‘l "na

.

BASIN

LARRADOR
BASIN

R
Y

CANARY

1 é Q\ A
- e .
r » M R e vﬁ%;;z;g
E R = & THE UNITED STATES OF HAMERICA Fa5g) > <

.

GUINEA taseres

J(stAvo

BASIN .

ey

N
o

2.

AN U

Y

Map & The Central Atlantic, as Séen _bz the
ll_\t‘me- Mctq:ﬁ‘cd Mcreator P‘m)«tlonwm s

e Toh RS

I

Nattucketers

TRisan i
BASUNKA

BRAZILIAN

BASIN

t oo
A

N

.

-
~1

P

Nantucketers

1SLANDS

MADEIRA
# CANARY
AZORES BASIN

. GUINEA |

ASCENSION

{  FERNANDO ™~
{ DE NARONHA

* SAINT Péwl.
CAPE Tooermome)

st
thy

b

ET o=

7, BADOS ¥
30 ’? BASIN ;0"
\

BRAZILIAN

BASIN

TRINIDAD
ISTAND

THE

GULANAS

Q —
THE UNITED STATES OF N AMERICA}

VENEZUELA

N

»
Il

PV By s FRREOLRMIIC X HANE

The Cential Atlantsc, as Seen by the Nantucketers

' - %o -
The castern scaboard of North Amenca runs more nearly west to
c1st than north to south, and 1t hangs far out over the “top” of the At-
lntic oceans if we look at 2 map directed at the North Pole Nantucket
Ishind thus faces due south and dircedy taward the greac sland of
Hupaniola, wich Bermuda shghtly to the lefe Straight ahead and not far
offshore, the Gulf Stream runs from night to left in a concentrited flow

. Sperm whales are warm-water and tropical animals, and since 1t was 1

thetr pursurz thac the Nantucketers first earnestly went to sea, they naru-
rally set strughe out to the south from their shores Tlus led them, by
easy and progressive stages, first to the ocean off the Carolinian coasts,
thence right into the Caribbean, half left to the northern coast of South
Americn, and, shirung this, to the narrow neck between the North and
South Atdlanues The hop from there to the west coast of Africa was
predicated by (ollowing the whales, but was complicated by the south-
east trade winds which rended always to force them back up north
towards ]'Iumpc Moreover, 1t was by talung this easy course homeward
thac they stumbled upon the great Canary Islinds, Morocco, Western
Ishnds, and Western Grounds, and thus explains why the two last were
sa called by them far, on this home passage, they saw the Atlanuc from
the smme pomnr of view as a European going west

The Nantucheters also turned half mght when they got into the South
Adintc and fished off Brazil, but the hunting was never good there and
southeast trade winds kepe blowing them bick The Carroll Ground off
West Africa was so fertile 2 field that many ships made che hard run
there first in the season and then used the trades to retuin home m a
westeriv direction via the famous Twelve-Forty Ground

for wdenttficrtion of Central Atlntic whaling grounds, shown on the
1weonpany g map by diagonal shading, sce endpaper maps

9a The Central Atlantic, as Seen by ti
[Ivan T. Sanderson, Follow the Wha

(Boston Lattle, Brown & Co, 1956), 215 ]
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QU - O OURNDUIIDIRIN O | (IPERR)°) DR TERY 16 M1 < U MR 0 VIR’ THK
DSEBL] B I <] PIgN® 1JESRER FBHRDFEIBIZRVIININD” VO MBI BiEi
R PINOVUOSHSX<IV’ M@ 137 NINANK<MNDANLIRBHIRIR OV SN0’
<RSP SUIINN° JSUNOSIERLUIY MRl & MDEE] R WO IHERE ) & FT_dAN
—1 & 00U Iadan—] R NB<IRIT] RSIHRISN’

it TI<SHKOSE< ) U | & BEHSR°  ‘two handsome ladies’ VJit” FHINX<LRO I
KBIDBYV FHKHIICHIESIEK S bl INID ] (handsome=easily handled) PSS RIPRIISS® 1)
N DIHEANPNY LILHNSIRIBRBREICN VLR INDNAGERK] UKLV EN MDD —
NOML ] SNHGSLS N |<SHEHMER] L8N NWIJLW MRS NIIMNVIBRIRNUIOMVEN® SNR
OB BE I<SIRUN—2EONKUIER O VSIS (BB (She's on the turf now. I saw her driving
down Earl Street one night with two fellows with her on a car.) JSINEIRRISN (IO LIRS 11
Foup Meim ) LWIJLQNMVEN) MBIRMI RIS LUONMP” KE<IHUNHISINOHBSHHUSN
OIREHPISN° VO MNEEND SR\ BEENIS M | USINEMER RSO VQ® #614” *handsam ladies
on a car’ SR’ ’hasom cab’ WHBNHSNOURHMNINCRIPILCIBS® OwOIH$N’
‘handsome’ SRQQOL)” ‘hasom’R | < - | PRRUBNQLLMVIN U8 MKOUSER] 18 TRRKDR
<1 NAR=D—=PIRQ” EANIRROWIH<D BB MRl L7 B8RV M UKS
UR° LR M) 8K MNDEil ) RIS NCHBE<IRIES#H VIV MM — 1 8 IgNIn°
MM “They gotuponacar...” UKBO VSN TINNLAEO | 187 QN -SSRV
NVINSBIBRNINR® UKD B (10-5) S+%NL)°
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Ot (9-4) UtHHLINIGIOQEN° (S | IS Mgl SHMRIBINR STV RANRNHHINLILEN
S” B (9-7) JUIISY” RONHRIB R VIBVIBNRSTE (10-1) SINOROP” ULH | R |1 {KH
BSIPSIBN® B (10-6) 1¥° | REINHESRNNILSEEN VIS IRHUENDRBROL[MVS
N° IR YHOXPE | REKH IBERSHIRBQINVSHMQIUOERD” | REPHUENRN
PTHIRREN DLV SI0 (W)
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IIODMRZINANRY” HOEER ‘car’ K MHRIBH UOMIJUVPBIBEING® 00W” BRY Ay
IPNLUTDRBRB<VSNCR | ZREKHISQUSINEZ LUBKNLY’ SRIORISN° g sk
QEN : BAMIXD—1" [AYDANA - 2v-IK] | |OOBH | @I || DSk OVHSHNLS
OMVSN°

AMN - NINDANEZEN® MDSIEE BN FERRECHMH BESISSMWERHIBPIIRRLIIIIN
VILVIIUBESIUNN® B C2NRAKLEVEONDI —XLEHSAMA - NINDA (John Brown) 18° |
ZRICHUBRSBHIN Y AN L LIE<nQEE" #6 0 1\ 1JU4% 0 ILFEEE LIDIE O1°

NNOND LU 2NN L SZ T T8It < BV O VSR VO IIKEIE VIR IR L6 O
PSS’ | ZRESK BORCEESIEGRINEMIPION J VLRI OVSIL JSRIR[N” EIININA
NUBESI® Ve NNANKPSIRBFRERUIERN OV SRS 0 IW° 197 D@ sisint - R
KQLAPNK (M Doazan of St Omer) SRS N1° & (DR ) MK DSHKDEBHIIEIR D" v
SRPOUDVII (K117, 8§ BNDIEDICHKEKDEE B11-9 BMNIKD® )

0OL WATNRD—18" | |]OOBKAT | | |0’ DNDIALRDN— (taxi) RIBRER ST’
| ROHEIEISNUS OV SNe°



QDN -RERURDNDIACRUNIIONGST | ROHHEBSIIVUMIES” | |ORRCKERS | OS(LS
LIS RNDNCER $VIRARDLNOERSRI VIS MY SVOARSRDN—WEREE D" VoD I
SOAAN—HHE ) RERWBIVR/VENM NEBRARZ ~L - DY LU A « DYLGRK (Albert and Ben Wa
ytes.) REFHINUIFIS O IW°

UEeRRHOIDLT DINNLAEOSERN MK M NSIRRPIO | <SK M LIRSEWOREE LI | <SH
LSSHE<WIKPIMN SN Rk ISROBMS S ME—K - HHN Gl (R11-2) |
RES MAQN— - #8511 B (11-1) UREHKRVOONDMISNESRIRILQOW’
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R (11-3) 18" | SROBELSONLAGISIIBRUSIN® VOV ONLALDEB SN —RI
BoWeR | IRPHMISONINDS?

BROHR—2RQN— - N1 #viIUY S@REEFKMVISON” | IRPH | IH0RW<UL 1S
KRBT WOUHONRHBURIV SIS U0 M-y - 5N (B 11-5) VBBCMVNINR'



WLV SREHSALUOIQAUPS IS NIRRT NCRRPNIIRO MM AR —L | USRIV SIY°
KB IRPYAREEV TAIRD—RUEHIRIPSIVBR MILIURL)” 1JSIEIRISIENR Qb RIS
RO ESWHVH FNUBKKNITVOMIIS | ROOHEU QbR I SRELIQY” #it M Iuvive
KRNI VRIS VIS 0 L° (HH0)

WOV MERSIOBREZ VUNH SN NINAKESNDAND (B 12-4) 7 | RO
<ULI] VUSO° TEESHVIARI-HHN] (B 12-2) WHIR=2UDIPSR” ikl |<Bfl” &
HBNVSIOONEIE O VSN (B 11-6 1 YHOX : DR—QNKE—2ERC | ROHHSH )’
VS NHLPIE OISR B (12-1) UROLRMA! [DQREH NS LIONINANKRUNIE S
WOMSI TAINAK SRRSO 2\ =@t/ HLD—LFSERBIVNED" ONLNQHE
UBHO0FHSBIRP—UNKWISN N VI USSR WESKREBWIUDMNIUNGI DN — - 5
NP OMNIUALDQDE DN YR LE DDIAQNKE < DNE RN 2 Qi (the Unic, Fiat, Sorex, Belize
and Darracq) I8 0 1J° MESIILSHORESSHWISDON—RINNE LIS i DNA— P OIS
AR —LFP LSRRI ONSBLRI IIHIOORN VO LRVIEBQUOHNGRSIN U8R 4%
QSREISHIWNFAILE” JINALE INAMAF IRIKERISON W LAY —2L=NY¥D2N
WD RERSECMNURDWEILD ADIN=VUA-DIDLHET ADAND—DUNERJN—
WOVOR P | ORRUNE YHONXSHIINED MBUISOPINARDAN— - HFFNRWHEOMVS
WR PESEBNVURAR O-DR—-F NI D—2KDI—=ALD—& DR-DRQNKE—2HV
AR-RYy MR O W
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OANLAR” 2040 | ROINEFLUDEVHRNRDEHRWI<UCNSNRY” #OV | RONIHSTN
DAUDEBHRAQN -V O N ISRIJVUBIIROCIIS® ViINT REERIKRILSISNINT ONLA
SHWUEE" MK—NK - #HNJ R BINOC MUSSIYE<] SHk N ILEKORIS N ILY® DR IhH
NLUTS ‘car UORIOMNIIES® B0 INFNLSWRRY” ‘car USINHER MDiGH ) i8N
VBRSSPIV SR DR TR UISRR/IRBUSNSIENINR® B | S8R D&
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V) MERBH) W@ | IRENXLRRDRIOMVINRUSNSINING JSIERT UNMNPKREIVISN® osid
VISR MI@B VORISR S° BT fodiBl) M) VIS 10188)” MRS  ‘on
a car in charg of another fat man’ ¥ [ | BRRSEESHBIN1 VOV SNR° ety 17 MEHe° i
WR” MRl VISRREIPIN° LIV GIRR NS ViSSP BHY MNBYE ) o U S 0Bt
LJN0° VOB EENRTS” MERl) sl M@s ) VoSNV (MRRiE<] (EHIESR)
RPXHER 11000 (M)
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P cab 16 MHeRiH &

NN XRMKGOW | RONIEPmI D8RS | ROBY | | I RESTNINGSELITY IRfKLI 16
RBRVE M) [KLOMVII® DR NI—0E<R” IREBHFDNDINSEINH OV ISNUK” @
L MGHE-USBIEEBERM O M SOIDR” BRIBHBK-HISSISN° ol LURIHIOL” THRI ) [N
DASERIOMWDST | RINOKHBIISN® PO REKRS MR WK ST A M-IX16 MR
B OIREE OISR NI ULIBNQ° #KEE” AM YIS [RINDASEK] P Ml WESMIN® Q

ROL ST MM —\CHERHH | WIBHS WS ‘cab’ KIBEE DILUIINUHIIRIOCN® BRIV 18
WUKRTE OGN LISN®

~ M HIFDECERSNUIMNINY HEFREOWLACREUNDOL #lE N VE<W0REHSEH
WIOUHNK N —LOSMVEOHI IR VvELLRSKIRILIIVURIGN? ) (H2EES NSk (hB:&8s M
U218 1) Walking swiftly by at night he had seen cabs drawn up before the door and richly dressed ladies,
escorted by cavaliers, alight and enter quickly.

N TR EFRESSVSHSH” VNN (128% MB5ER)) The man said they were to get a cab for him.

M —RDORQSHIVAY I MBIV IP AR DA USROS SNVING RYNDHR” UYL
ZWAMo N (HOEE MEHDIUIOD (PBEE” 19) "Gretta tells me you're not going to take a cab back to



Monkstown tonight, Gabriel," said Aunt Kate.
< EESiER N URRRUEO NHHS IR XKORNNEHMN QUOIIKET R XK1 D1 (HREE RN
101D (B8 28 )) Cab windows rattling all the way, and the east wind blowing in after we passed
Merrion.
0 —INAYBRNDAD 2INSERHVERRNRIKO DS VBRI NI (H0EE MRIDII0)) (hB% MHRs )
"Teddy will have all the cabs in Dublin out," he said.
© —i0 UBVUMIPSSERSM TIRREEHPIS O WD) UM A—DRZEHEREIONVIOLIN0 O 1° (HOEe MR
L0 D (IBEGE TIPS SHRA| |$FH21BH ) "We used to have a very good horse and trap at home," said

Aunt Julia sad
N~ —ERHHS | IDORE#EOSR M7 UEIOND 0 1° (OB MERNII0Y) (BB3SSS M#HBH)) "I could only get one
cab," he said.

0 MNX - POIAKBEN UKD~ - NIDDA SHhRIIOM|L OSSN OMIDNS’ LU IVERR
DI IR DL DO I (HRESS MRRNDILIO ) (B53%S Mi2iB ) Mrs. Malins was helped down the front
steps by her son and Mr. Browne and, after many manoeuvres, hoisted into the cab.

0 BUSRRNS KIIRVU40SKIWSE BBH=505 MO0 MY (HEE MRID0D (8%

4218 1) The horse was whipped up and the cab rattled off along the quay amid a chorus of laughter and adieus.

WORL ‘cab’ 16 MAJHRHE ) WIDIKIN°  “cabriolet’ SFERISNRON DR Tadn—] @
@ BHYPILIRR° VINIBNRY” —~OCEREN Ml IXURIKRROLIS SR oD g’
BUSER ERHHISNUIPIBS USRS [SI60” IRRIBRACMV IS RO MRIDI0) 187 |
ROBY | RKOMUINERMFKOMIEN® DR IRIKIEM O ONHINL)” @A N—18 ‘taxi-cab® \J
BICMVII DNR NNV —~0 SRV ‘cab’ HINVCISNEIREHIPION° IS I8N DWIIVR’
QY MERTS” TBHOER QR DS UMD 0 ) UMV SN (IBSSST0 MRS 1)° XIS Mgl U ets”
MI<RDVIN—NLARHBPEVY TOABRODBRKSVEBHUE QY| IS VOM i X
RSBV ‘car’ RIMNHMIPNVCIY MERIBH )" ‘carman’id) RIS UOMVIN® BOQVMIERR
MERHEH) USROG #K1D” ‘cab’ KViB19\V/ ‘outsider’F/ISNQ° (JCIVHIERRTO [ |$FHRIB ) VO SNQ°
R NS ) 180 TXAD (B 12-2) PNVIOR° PRZIGT 1§18 VO’ MRS LIS
KO CHRB ] VHWEOMNIN® (JLIS”  ‘an outside jaunting-car’ Q1)U (B 14) * OwOty’ | RO
O S SWRIFUIMNISN— 1900. Westm. Gaz. 19 Jan. 10/2  If we are to judge by the figures set out by
the Chief Commissioner of the Dublin Police in his latest report, the popularity of the ‘outsider’ is on the wane.’
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RERR MD-NXE¥P ) MDYV MM XER ‘car’ UIMNISN@IRWIIQN MRl VoM
SN SVNREWISTNG®

~O BSNIENVIFIRKLUSO NI SNREE BV I<KSRUA—JABONIKUIBR NIVII (M



< QEMWBR) "She's on the turf now. I saw her driving down Earl Street one night with two fellows with
her on a car."

e IR+ R=AABEBBUG 0 BOHDOL” MIKA— - XD —RPHKRWERLHIT M SREUHSH
UBEQIIKIVEY - - -° (TE3E2)) Mr. Kernan was hoisted on to the car and, while Mr. Power was giving
directions to the carman, he expressed his gratitude to the young man and regretted that they could not
have a little drink together.

~N BEESDOHNKLIPRINNLEOUER OV 01° (TR ) The car drove off towards Westmoreland
Street.

0 BEOINKND ¥ NIEUBONSOR OBV EHOD” MIKQ— - R—ANIERLIB U1 (TRR

2 ) The car halted before a small house on the Glasnevin road and Mr. Kernan was helped into the

house.

MBS ~—10 M U FEN) L7 ISUSHIDETS MRl LWOMNIR® iR | BB [OAKD
— Q=] ¥ (1 | LONEHPTED (HE) LUIREONRIE ‘car WINPTV ERER
DEN°

L ABOGOUHVUR’ YK ADY AN #2ARRBUSREQOH-VDEBLS O DA
P NAHIERUE O U01° MERTOMEHEHHOKNH0” [DEHEHBY IO 1B S BYIS PP LIAHIBINES” SHIRINE
HRWIRSER O 1° UOQDRRBMEIGINOUNIBN” KSR B SIIRRREND” #nE R
RURIERDDOSVERINSNER OR NHODEELSN SRS SRWIBVBIIGR” 0HVIES
RO vVIBBisR 0 W°

(JQINI0 FIE\ | 18 ‘motors’\) ‘automobile’” DK IBHEYUTHD ) 1O ‘wheel-men’” [ift SE\EHh ) 1O
‘car-drivers’ [/IQN° =
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< AXDIR<LEMAL—X A LURNKD~

AR —D—RVORM | RE<T DHALINAL - ODGRRIORBUIBKOLR” MHADKRADA]
% (R 16-8) RO VLR (B 16-17) 6l SH0” MibBMHE—L ) P TRXDR<LEMA
LT A—E—LSHKNI USSR NIIFOUIHNSANKKOMNESIUY” R—Lh—-JVE
DRI 1JQ | SIS TIVIBVINENKLL) BEEKISRINRMMVVI® it TMAL] R TRXIR
<] ‘the American’s SIPSUNSIVSRIJURISN® IS DHKHEER T B TRRDIRLEMA L]
VKO NSOUDIENGR HERRIEROMNINNHNL VOREHS<SUIHITSIBNINR" Ikt
KLt QUQUNR—D—R MRRXIR<] WURKIVIR® DNROM VEM A LSRN
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MWSER ) VIS SReININR BB MO OMUUSINER®

2O TOSHIIS I HhBINE — L LUBKS” RXDR<EM A LSIIN @R MIY° KEVIIK-UR—LRELOMVINE
1° DY O—hRQEINNIP O Mo O12°

—NS OB 05—

DMUMD LEQURNRIS N DY O—hRNA—D—UDD Y H—-AQURUD IR S NA-2
—AEHBPOD Y H—2RRENR NLCROSESKOHRA - RAAKRIQR AQUSREDMN Y ARW
BHOLS - -#ARIIEG (I A —E—LSHKH) hUSNNSM D LUEED” NCRIOHEQRIERLIKHVSE
DOHNUBEK DN (HRER)
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HREC MR I IR—LRE OISO 1" BERT MR UHIK-IUR —LIEORE NN
SNJ MO MVMIEES 16 MV 1L R RESAHDES LINANNRUSINS I | WIS OV SN° 1)1 SRSt
DY O—hREIIP OV MYS N80 5—) SNSRI HRRVINS MU SRIEM
O0° QT BRSNS VSR UMPRBRIS DURS MINKR REXUELO
MO#INRORIGR° NEUOMP MINS O NSHRIKER" | IR VM L SITIEHI-UBIRNN R
——HOIENINGR® NERBLINTG NA—D—RE<RWIRESM N LRI IMIJULIIR® O
ADNVINE° MO SEN S R RISEHIVEEQ IR0 XIKY —DA - DD—NER O H<E" &
WIS B MEI) WD OREININGT 1J8 MNESAXIRK] FieSMa LUVNIJA
WIBUIMVINSBHSIUNNGR VEREVNR —D—UMRINVUNSINSISR JSH
HKWERUONRST MREEN—LN - KN D LIEDGBHOI—NKI € M—LA - INAL PIGN° &
1 TEEMAL - D—NJ 8 M—L - INDLEE ] WREHIMNSNSIIEN®



N=LN - ENDL-NAARD | A-—M—-QUHIBL B<ADIHIQ - DD—ADBRYAUNAL
PWIS O 1Y° FICHBHUDMNINAKIND <HBHUQUIWNVSRIVEI)OW® &16” XK [11]
A—M—0Q » <IN2L ] BRNDESIVKEIPIOR” TO—L - AYINNLG | A—f—L ] LT
WRUKN VI 1R KEHIPIOREKS KM D LA O VI &6 VRV 1A
—M—=Q - MDL - QINNJ SIEHASHILE OV | JIKIKHUT IBRSKHEBRK—L - D
—NXSEIVUIS N I° INDNJVUR MSBRXKDIR< U M—LA - <NAL-AAIR] W
WEIVIRUPIERN° | < [HURILUESM A LI THRIPFDH I INETSCV S (B 174,
6) (17-5 1" KRIPDHINSEZRENRVISNUSIN®)
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17-5 17-6

DAY PINHUNSIEXRCIIRHRICN® VLT MNESAXIR<] 8MALR N |A-K—LES
KX (The Belle of Newport) \INDIOLNISRRQUOIBN° LN - NN —L16” TO—L - RYINANL
QI |A—E—LWBSRRIVIN® IS MALIFSHIRIBN° #1 | |A—K—LRQRKXD
ROEIPINCKEQCHIR (| RERE:HQ) REREHLIOSHSNM —L—NKMISNUSINEEFRIRE
DVINRIVUSIN® #I IBRED M |A—E—LBAXDIRSO—LAYINNLECHNTIE® HWR°
M2 L QEIIRIPISN | UIDMNIN® DR UL’ BF N |A—FK—LSHKNI VN MNINRRU
WmoMVBIIS

MALQ MRMUSM A LESVURN] RIS MYOD—-HhRNRA=2—=UDDYH-QNRIJUD
AWESI K | REREHU US IO SBULV M A—K—LOHKNI RISNW*



LAt K= (Ch. Kinkel) (| <V IHFE) IENR° 100L) AHYIX - O - 1l —— (James G.
Maeder ) -8 IN—:L (ballad : song with piano) 'l | 1 —3< —L SHKJ ( 'Belle of Newport, thy parting tear,
ballad) ( | <HOHIE) PISOW°

DAY D22LZINDLSHESENNDIKY M A—E—LSHKNI USTBLINKHS<ERihH
DSBS NSV THHODN - DHRAKR— « AF—D—£N - AXR—]  (Caroline
Webster Schermerhorn Astor,) (| <O« | RO (B 18-3) iGNQ° &{10” 51Nk S KUK O
ARG ZAQZDOK  ANKQ— - A |A (William Backhouse Astor, Jr.) ( | <O~ | <RI D (B2 18-4)
SMIISS” | |M—E—LL| |A—M—QSXBWHIT OIS | |A—FK—LSEW TANKLAN - J
DX (B 18-11,12,13,15 ) 1 BIOO< WK HUNQEEERIHIV BRNRIBIIIBL LIV I Q" +
AE2LBAD2A MM A—E—LSHKNMI 18 #+ODNCNSSHIIS NURIPRLIBS® WOV’
8D BMAR MAMA - AHYMNN - ANXR?—EIR | (John Jacob Astor IV) (| JIKE~ | R 11D P°
®&16 [BRBK QX (4 Journey in Other Worlds) (| <REM) USINSLQTOLNMISVRSY” SR
QRN MBPIN OISR NOMER” | R H 2yl IDQDIPRHVEBURAL (B 18-56)
ZAQZOK - AXRQ—18" TRAZHLONX] 00 (Ambassadress) VSINERMN L (A 18-7.~10) W
RIED” RO SV I HIIDO MV SISO
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SHINLIINIMIN®
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MENER ARCHMBSIMUDOR’ M A-E—LSHKNI URILURRONMIRSS

WOBIBLS 1) SRIKHSI UM IO DV SR MWRIOW® 111K —L SN i’ WD XEE
| OIS | O | HRUNMNOSUR—N—JHBENESRBLL A DKLV SN’ 1JeESULUCK
SW T¢I BWESOIMRY KEOVRRLSLEOIBISTUINRUROLMIIY

OO’ MEDFTOR] B =52 SNV O WEREIKRSM WLWSRUARNHNOLIRHIE
DNGISN B | 2l IR UBHINSI [IIH<KSSH—— - MAL <= 0 (PUE TP
AR 0 REIPNSIV SN (B 17-3) 1J8HINLY IR IEM 2 L4y M | UNHBLURINSI”
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TRARDMH—EHFNLC2RI IA—E—L] 18" INONBBUDVEKKSSHIS® VSRS
W’ MROSH USIMES Y ODOSUSIINGY | KERIKKWO | PRRID QLI OIEBID
DNLNR = . | | —}—L (Chiristopher Newport) ( | FHiKORE~ | < | Vi) (B20) LIOIEILRD
BORISN° &Y K—PN - NAKRDNLINSIBIKUONM | KOPH RKSNH »INRDD NS
WISV DWREIDIONE QU< RIS U8 MDNXLNR— - | |A——L | SRINQELEEK
St N |A—E—LSHKMI IVSEERBOROMIBS® MrADINAL] S MKW S
VRIOLAQRINAROISN° &8 | KOPH | OEINPRIIINGS IO F ARINAL LR O R’
B DHYINQDALPUNRY’ 1810 SIRIRII @R S EHK S XML RIKVIR VS IH
HORAQ DA M N + K/ KRUEHIK S HEQOBIRHDINHE P CISR O IV DM REVS 10U DILUH’
| A —E—LRpVv OUSIO UEAMA - XX | KINOH [KMSEW] (The True Travels)
WHSIVSEN® #1 | KORH EBDSAXDIRERSHE J/uA-—REVREONR JORER
AHYQAKUR G [810D] SV OISV INR | RONIESMEE” #61” RINDAE-HIX
S I BN MY YNKI USEE LS ISNL DM XSIhMENXLI NVSIJAINIEHE
POV SIL®
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BOG M A—E—L] 18 SHSPYTHOINSEERLUY O MPHNEMIS N INR” SEHE -
FONKSHBRWERSNE | RONHES’ #6118 | ROBHES MNIAL BNVORIR AN VL
WIEPERIT TMARKRADA] ISR INDNERERNI—6 MR EHSISHERRIEV VLS
WRHNSOOUHIINRERIR D6 57 THEARDN DNV RIBIVER S VGO’ - - RIINEHLP
DU P MOV L<LSHIDOR TRRXDIR<LEMA L | P~k YR QUIRBOIN OISR M
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ADKRDN | BINR° 181 BHNM —NBRRIJSRIRBVUSIVI O#S” | I I
UNS RSO VAR LNV QX INLENHEINSNSINU MUS I NCRED MaA IR~ (Dun
Laoghaire) VBT QM SI° NLTE” JeRNEHONHPRSA Y 2ANNLHIAD—LINELNIN
BHCIVSINSRIENR M ] 18 RYANNLERRT MR WisEs OV Se° DAD—-HR U8
BWKROSE” NORNBLNNANKS SERCSREV N’ H#1W IVSDIAD—1 B LoD (A
22-5) RERWED IV INLRWER DNV ILIIUPIPRIOCHSN® WOV THARQK
QON] 1 | 2111 HPUSHW MADIAD—] LIPVULK® O | RITHEHKERESYH X
B A0 QRBIDEL’ MRV OV AMFXE MY —KXEE ] 18" PDROSLT
HHOUNIIC BRBNVUBRRA Y 2ANNL SKRIVKE OV SIS IO S ININR® K&K YHIX
BRIV NDAKSEL M4V M WUSINER ) SRRV MLUSINeE’ WIODIAN=2AUN
NLQEIHN < SFHWIER NP SIS NI UBIRN® 100U My KEIWEE SN DALURKR O
B4 UISRIMEIEHY DUHDVUE N AHNRSHSIK ) PIREOMVIW® (8 NrAMMARY T Ay
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Epistemology and Poetry: The Changing Face(s) of David Mura
| By Elizabeth Brownell Balestrieri
“To be fond of learning is to be near knowledge. To practice with vigor is to
be near to magnanimity. To possess the feeling of shame is to be near to

courage.” Confucius

Epistemology is the study of knowledge, or how we come to know what we
know. How then is epistemology related to poetry? Does poetry operate as a form of
thought and, therefore, of knowledge for the poet and for readers of poems? And what
kinds of knowledge do poems reveal? Plato’s objection to the poetry of Homer
suggests that Plato rejected the didactic or instructive intent of Homer’s works, but
another interpretation is that he objected to poetry on the grounds of its non-cognitive
contents or the poet’s reliance on sense impressions, both authocentric and allocentric
ones, that could not be verified as Truth. In The Republic, Plato links poetry with
false prophecies, licentiousness, lawlessness, and corruption of beauty (Book II, 383c;
Book I, 404¢; Book IV, 424c, Book VI, 493 d). One of the earliest definitions of

knowledge was given by Plato in his work, The Theatetus, in which he defined

knowledge as equivalent to “true belief with an account.” The epistemological
problem is the question of the validity of a belief. Can we, reflecting on the data of
sense perception, have reasoned or philosophical certitude for the judgments and
beliefs that these data reveal? According to Aristotle’s definition, poetry (poesis) is a
thing made of speech and rhythm (16), thus he restored the aesthetic importance of
poems, as well as identifying poems with “structures of feeling.” It appears that

Aristotle was not as troubled as Plato was with truth and validity factors in poems.
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In my view, Giambattista Vico’s major treatise, The New Science, proffers the

best way to link poetry and epistemology, especially when he says,

poetry is the result of an originary anxiety about the absence of form.

It could be said, then, that poets desire to bring formlessness into form,

the unknown into knowledge. (75-76)
Vico calls this act of bringing formlessness into form, “corporeal imagination,” which
I designate as an “epistemology of the body,” because the senses are the primary
means for the acquisition of knowledge, regarding the construction of poems. Poet and
literary critic Susan Stewart elaborates Vico’s theory this way:

Poetry expresses the passage from not-knowing to knowing through

which we represent the world, including the perspectives of others, to

ourselves and those around us. (Poetry 14)
Stewart continues to explain that through our senses “we engage in an epistemology of
process that is specific to parts of the body and yet evidently endlessly synesthetic and
generalizable, leading to knowledge of exterior forms” (Poetry 18). In other words,
we can differentiate knowledge acquisition by means of internal-sense propositions—
assertions made from our own inner experiences, thoughts, and beliefs—or we can
make external sense propositions—empirical propositions—about external reality.
In the case of David Mura, he engages the world through his sensual life and
transmutes the experiential and reflective knowledge gained from the encounter of self
and world into his poetical works. Conjoining Aristotle’s theory of poetry with
Mura’s way of building a poem we can find some resemblance, as Mura tells us:

- .. I think when I’m writing what’s cueing me is intuition, and the

intuition is mainly guided by my sense of rhythm and sound. My
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word choices are oftentimes started as much by a sense of rhythm and
sound association and repetition as they are by a conscious thought
process or, god forbid, logic. . . you don’t have to be logical or
univocal; you get to entertain many different levels of emotion and

meaning. (Song for Uncle Tom 134-35)

A theory of an epistemology of the body also coheres with the “destructive
poetics” theory of Paul Bové, who following Nietzsche, Husserl, Gadamer, Derrida
and De Man, but most particularly Heidegger, insists that unexamined language is in
need of destruction and the person most qualified to do this is the poet who draws
upon the accumulated past which is constantly present. Bove theorizes, “. . .the
Heideggerean metaphor for truth as aletheiq provides a temporal poetics and historical
sense of tradition” and “allows for an ‘optimistic’ conception of history free of the
defensive anxiety against impending death.” (29-30). Two facts are to be draw from
Bove’s interpretation of Heidegger, that Support my epistemological understanding of
Mura: “first, that all authentic uses of language are interpretations, specifically
destructions; second, that interpretation as the completion of the moment of
understanding ( Verstindnis) which discloses and un-covers (aletheia) is a process
which leads necessarily to a more vital, and temporal, sense of literary history. . .”
(Bove 54). Heidegger’s concept of “uncoveredness,” destroys truth theories such as
correspondence, judgment, and assertion, should be understood as Being-uncovering

(Being and Time 257, 261). Destructive poetics is precisely what Mura practices, as

I will show in this chapter.
More recently, Antonio R. Damasio’s study insists that the construction of

knowledge involves two entities, that is, the organism and the object and each affect
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the other (133). He describes “core consciousness” as that which relies on sense
forn}ations and “knowledge consciousness” as that which one knows that one has
constructed sense images. The higher form of the latter is “autobiographical
consciousness” because of the storage and recall aspects of memory (134; cited in _
Stewart, Poetry 20). The autobiographical impulse in any one particular poet tends
to produce either narrative or lyric poetry or a combination of the two genres,
weighted, however, toward the lyric side. And this is the poetic form that David
Mura excels in, a form dependent on an epistemology of the body or a corporeal
imagination, as Susan Stewart brilliantly explains:
Lyric poetry in particular as the expression and record of the image of
the first-person speaker across and through historical and cultural
contexts provides us with a form on the boundary among sense
impressions, somatic memory, individuation of agency, and social
context. . . . it is also possible to argue the case for a transcultural study
of lyric and for lyric to be considered specifically as a genre of cultural
transformation. (Stewart, Poetry 41)
Adding Michael Serres’ theory to those expressed above, we can say that
epistemology is not only limited to cognition but also includes structures of feeling, as
Aristotle had articulated, felt by the sentient body or embodied consciousness:
Prepositions, literally, prepose the body. They position it before, both
temporally and spatially. They implicate thé body in ways of i(nowing
the world that are more complicated, more nuanced, than the subject
—object binary implicit in nouns, in the act of naming. (Angels 195;

Troubadour 143-44; cited in Smith 11)
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Serres privileges the body as a multifaceted receptor and producer of knowledge,
taking a postmodern or poststructural stance against binary constructions.
According to philosopher Sandra Harding, the position postmodernist philosophers
such as Richard Rorty, Jean-Francois Lyotard, Michel Foucault, and others take is
“”that epistemology invariably legitimates exploitative and ignorance-producing links
between knowledge and power,” yet from “sociological and historical perspectives
epistemologies are justificatory strategies” (87). Itis in the second sense of a
“Justificatory strategy” that I want to locate Mura’s modus operandi—as a dialectical
encounter between imagination and memory on the one side and real existence on the
other, as well as a discursive argument between the multi-selves (faces) of David
Mura and between the poet and the world. As he says, “Poetry is also giving voice to
all different sides of an issue. For me, political poetry is no so much about espousing
aviewpoint. It’s really about trying to write about the human experience of going
through a political/social event, which is a different phenomena than proclaiming an
opinion” (Kane, “Poets Chat” n. p.)

David Allan Mura, on whom this chapter focuses, is a poét, essayist,
playwright, fiction writer, performance artist, and literary critic. Thus, he has many
“literary” faces. He is also a Japanese American, who in the past did not
acknowledge his “Asianness” nor his “Japaneseness,” and stressed the importance of
individual identity over group affiliation, a standpoint to which I partially attribute my
theory of his “changing faces”—a theoretical positioning to be understood to mean

that for the artist it is a plus factor, an enabling act of destabilization inherent in the

creative process itself. While growing up Mura claims he did not want to be thought
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of as “perpetual foreigner” and he apparently made a conscious decision “to push
of as “perpetual foreigner” and he apparently made a conscious decision “to push
everything Asian away,” in Kant’s terminology for “moral-practical” purposes or “the
unconditional use of the will.” He further says:
So I assumed the other identity offered to Asian Americans, which is as
an honorary white person, sort of assimilated, but it was assimilation
into a culture where I was not included and where I knew I was not

included. (Song for Uncle Tom 129)

The 'above refers to his growing up in a predominately white Jewish suburb of
Chicago and to his parents’ suppression of their own “Japaneseness,” a not-atypical
action for Nisei (second generation Japanese Americans) who had experienced the
indignity and suffering of the American internment camps during World War II and
the difficulty of relocation and gainful employment in the postwar period. For Nisei
to survive as professionals and businessmen, to gain higher employment and social
status, they generally followed the principles articulated by the Japanese American
Citizens League (JACL), as summed up by James Sakamoto, one of the League’s
presidents: “Home, institutions and the inalienable right to live the life of an
American, is the cry of the second generation and will be the cry of posterity” (Quoted
in Takahashi 34). Yet, for a Sansei (third generation J apanese American) the terms
of identity could be more complex than the above-stated aspirations.

In an interview with William Walsh, Mura admits to the acceptance of the
term “Japanese American” applied to himself as a “term of identity” but qualifies his
statement by saying it was “not the sole term or sum” of his identity. Walsh counters

Mura’s statement by saying, “I never have thought of you as ‘Japanese American’. I
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simply see you as a writer.” Mura then readdresses the identity conundrum with words
especially vital for American artists of color by suggesting that

that reflects an American tendency to look at a person solely as an
individual. For many Americans that is the only or proper way to
look at people, and they equate that with having a proper knowledge of
that person. To my mind we are both individuals and members of a
group. We are members of many groups, and all of those different

groups have an effect on who we are. (Song for Uncle Tom 127)

As Mura insists on maintaining an individual-within-a-group identity for himself, I,
who would like to analyze his works solely in terms of epistemological structures and
influences, steering clear of identity politics, find myself up against a wall of
resistance to my own sense of the poet as a pre-eminent loner, an artistic individualist,
a solitary iconoclast. This is the image of the-poet inherited from European
romanticism and the one we associate with Homer, Donne, Browning, Blake, Yeats,
Whitman, Dickinson, Pasolini, Neruda, Stevens, and so on. But gender, race,
culture, and class can never be completely factored out of an interpretation of an
author’s works, though certainly the New Critics attempted to do so. Before
proceeding then, a background check must be presented so that readers will not take
the poet too far out of his contextual field.

As a Sansei, Mura was raised in a monolingual household, speaking no
Japanese, unlike Nisei writers Toshio Mori and Lawson Inada.  Yet both his parents
had been interned, which cast a silent shadow of repressed memories over his family
life that later on required Mura’s need for therapeutic healing, unlike fellow poet

Garrett Hongo who grew up in Hawaii and whose family was not interned.
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As one living in a Chicago suburb in a non-J apanese community, Mura’s sense of
himself as an outsider, or in his words “a perpetual foreigner,” would be radically
different from those living in the Little Tokyos or Japantowns of California such as
poets Amy Idemitsu and Janice Mirikitani. And a final difference would be his “out-
marriage” to a Caucasian woman doctor, “three-quarters WASP and one quarter

Austro-Hungarian Jew” (Song for Uncle Tom 131)

On the one hand, as a Sansei, Mura had the advantage of growing up in the
generation that benefited, somewhat, by the construction of the Japanese American as
a “model minority”’(Wong 1-2).  On the other hand, he writes of his “deep suspicion
of worthlessness” as a result of racial discrimination and this worthlessness “may
begin to corrode the very center of the self” (“Mirrors” 261).  Further, he links this
idea of worthless identity to the internment of the Japanese during World War II:

“My identity, the most intimate of feelings about my own body, were directly tied to
what had happened nearly fifty years ago—the signing of Executive Order No. 9066
and the internment of the J. apanese American community” (“The Internment of
Desire” 289).

To sum up, young Mura grew up in an American culture that stressed
individuality and individuation over group harmony, yet he lived in a highly conflicted
family structure that withheld knowledge and J apanese cultural identity, and that
resulted in Mura developing a secretive, private self, although an “empathic, intuitive
sensing” mechanism (Roland 19-20). Further, as a young adult carrying the burden
of extreme boay consciousness as he develops as a poet, it seems he wanted to abolish
the aesthetic distance between himself and his readers, in the postmodern sense, and

no longer be the J Oycean artist, above the world, as he confesses in Where the Body
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Meets Memory to a “waning interest in high European culture” (44). The knowledge
that he communicates through his poems is a knowledge in and of the world as he
knows it first-hand, employing a “structure of feeling” emanating from embodied
consciousness. In this way, he gives us, as Frederic Jameson states, an “American
‘oral history,” for the resurrection of the dead of anonymous and silenced generations,
the retrospective dimension indispensable to any vital reorientation of our collective
future” (574). Mura himself reaffirms Jameson’s concept with these words from

Where the Body Meets Memory:

The secrets of my family, the secrets of this country [US], the secrets of race in
our history, are all intertwined, and there are powerful forces arrayed against
remembering and telling, unraveiling the truths that have shaped our lives. In
my writing, I am trying to make central what is marginal, to re-create and
reveal what others say should not be spoken of.
Imagination is intervention, an act of defiance. [t alters belief.  (20)

We find a similar idea expressed by Asian American critic Lisa Lowe: |
Culture is the terrain through which the individual speaks itself as a member of
the contemporary national collectivity, but culture is also a mediation of
history, the site through which the past returns and is remembered, however
fragmented, imperfect, or disavowed. Through that remembering—that
recomposition—new forms of subj ectivity and community are thought and
signified.” (19).

It could be said then that the immediacy and directness of everyday experience and

language that make up the contents of Mura’s poems, is also transcended by his inter-

weavings of past trauma into the poems. And there is always the active construction
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of a scenario posited against the predictive—the day-dreaming, or adaptive function of
memory, that which critic Charles Altieri calls “revisionary content through the work
of memory” (79). Thus knowledge gained from reading Mura is never an abstract
knowledge but knowledge put forth by the corporeal imagination of a concrete
subject, and not, as Lacan reminds us, by the structural void called “/e sujet suppose .
savior (the subject supposed to know). It is rather like what Heidegger designates as
“hustoriological knowledge” (Being and Time 195).  And because the poet, the poet’s
persona and the poet’s readers are interrelated and fluid, and to paraphrase De Man,
because interpretation is a function of the temporal structure of understanding, the

poem possesses no “epistemological certainty.” (Blindness and Insight 109). The

literary text cannot be reified.

Although I focus on Mura’s poetry in this chapter, if one were to read and

analyze his memoir, Turning Japanese: Memoirs of 2 Sansei, one could easily
uncover the very fluid subject-persona that the narrative reveals by showing its subject

from different pronominal views, interspersed with ruminations and reflections about

his past and present life, along with his fantasies and desires. Turning Japanese is
more than an account of a reinvention of the self, as the title implies. Itis also an
experiential journey in multiple subjectivities, whereby Mura’s interior cognitions and
emotions, stimulated by displacement to Japan, are threaded into language as an
experiment in performance. The narrating “I” is a performative self, always
conscious of the drama of existence, employing multiple views as a Japanese
American, an American in Japan, and a J apanese of American descent, all of which

are subsumed by the male poet-memorist. We can say then that the epistemes gained
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from the writing and reading of poetry are not fixed in cement but relative to the time and
place of their creation and (continuous) reception.

David Mura’s first book of poetry, After We Lost Our Way, won the National Poetry

Series in 1989 and established him as a reputable US poet of Japanese American
“ethnicity,” even though the epigraphs to the four sections of the book indicate he has a
broad range of intellectual knowledge gleaned from far beyond any one racial, national,

or cultural group. The epigraphs are from the following sources: Minima Moralia, by

Theodor Adorno (1978); The Human Province, by Elias Canetti (1978);and

Illuminations, by Walter Benjamin (1969). Mura’s sources relate to a body of thought

designated as “postmodern,” and indicate the fashionable theoretical underpinnings of

graduate school studies in the humanities beginning in the 1960s and coming to fruition

in the 1970s. In his own words:
I came of age as a poet at a time when feminist criticism,
structuralism, and post-structuralism were beginning to make
their mark on English departments in America . . . . [ was
influenced by the working class poetry of Levine [Philip] and
James Wright, the regional poetry of Richard Hugo. Istruggled
with the poems and poetics of Adrienne Rich, her visionary
stances and excavations. Such work spoke in a new way of the
diversity of American verse and its ever evolving possibilities.

(Song for Uncle Tom 1-2)
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Familiarity with the above epistemologies of “difference” opened the way for
Mura to hybridize a variety of forms with the typical contents of poetry written by
previous generations of Japanese American poets—the depictions of Issei, Nisei and
Sansei lives; the loneliness, poverty, prejudice and discrimination factors of the Japanese
immigration experience in the US; the internment of the Japanese in America during
World War II; and the difficulties of relocation after the war ended—thus creating an
atypical and vibrant collection of poems. Poem-maker and poet speaker(s) of and in
these poems share a reflexive frustration with the inability to have complete knowledge
of an event or a person, or to be unable to fill in the missing pieces of a puzzle the way
modernist poems written by Wallace Stevens, T.S. Eliot and Marianne Moore do and the
way modemist poets such as Ezra Pound and William Carlos Williams, to a lesser extent,
do not.

Of the above-mentioned poets only Pound suffered alienation from the dominant
mainstream of American poetry because of his mental instability and unacceptable
politics and it is Pound that Mura often evokes for me, in his diversity of forms and
multiplicity of speakers as well as presentations of material culture in powerful rhythmic
sequences. Like Pound’s, Mura’s poems are rich in unusual alliterative metaphors that
almost sing off the page, as given in the examples below:

Now I will ask you for one true word beyond
betrayal, that creaks and buoys like the bedsprings
used by the bodies that begot the bodies that begot me.

(“Grandfather and Grandmother in Love”)
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I am the dance the drum the sneaky inscrutable body
And in each heel that stamps the dust a hundred bed lice. . .
(“Song for Uncle Tom, Tonto and Mr. Moto”)
Sometimes these rhythmical poetic constructions fly so high, as it were, in a double-take
the poet needs to bring them down to earth, down to the simpler beauty of ordinary and
mundane occurrences:
And now on this island of wild mustard, mist,
and heather, herring gulls careening in the salty,
rackety Madaket wind, we walk the beach, party
to the triumph of the palpable and small—
(“Nantucket Honeymoon™)
In this regard I find those constructions of Mura that balance soaring sights with settling
down to reality reminiscent of the great French poet, René Char:
Te voici nue etentre toutes la meilleure seulement
aujourd * hu ou tu franchis la sortie d’'un hymne raboteux . . .
Here you are naked and among all the best only
Today when you traverse the exit of a rough-hewn hymn

(from, Le Marteau sans maitre / The Hammer with No Master)

Additionally, both Char and Mura attempt to keep alive the debate between desire and the
world, or in Char’s lexicon, “Le poéme est l'amour realize du désir demeuré désir”
(“The poem is love realized as the desire of living desire”; trans. mine) and “4 chaque

effrondrement des preuves, le poéte répond par une salve d’ avenir” (“With each
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overthrow of proof, the poet responds with praise of the future”; trans mine). French

literary critic Frank Villain, in his book Sortir: René Char et la rencontre du dehors,

places Char both within and outside politics in terms of his poetical endeavors:
Char’s poetry is not written out of an evasion of the real and his times
but out of a constant confrontation . . . .The political reflections, the
ambiguous rapport between poetry and society, the inevitable distance
between action and writing nourished the entire work . . .(trans. mine)
Both poets rage against societal and personal injustices, in Char’s case against
particularly French forms of fascism, in Mura’s case against particularly American forms
of racism against people of color. In an essay titled “The Internment of Desire,” he
speaks of “a rage I was unable to articulate but could only enact, expressing elsewhere
some unconscious knowledge, what I could not speak” (274). Both Char and Mura are
able to come to terms with their rage through the writing of poems because “[T]elling is a
form of healing,” Mura says (“Internment of Desire” 279). And his ekphrastic or
descriptive detailing of what it feels like to inhabit a nonwhite body in America is central
to his reaching out to an audience beyond ethnicities, in order to convey the deep
connective tissue between memory and body:
. . . if you repress one memory, other things get repressed too. Because
memories reside not simply in the mind or spirit but also in the body. And
prejudice and racism reside not simply in racial slurs or job discrimination but
also in the ways all Americans feel about our bodies, the skin which surrounds

us. (“Internment of Desire” 280)
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Mura inhabits his body both on a personal and on a social level, as we all do: “The -
private and the public, the individual and the group—it was all connected, captured in my
body” (“Internment of Desire” 289), thus, more often than not, his poems constitute an
ongoing series of epistemological autobiography in which story and discourse blur, time
is unstable, not suspended in timeless moments, as in the Wérks of T.S. Eliot, but always
in duration in a bumpy sort of way.

Returning to an interpretation of the poems in Mura’s first collection, “Nantucket
Honeymoon,” written in the traditional tercet form (commonly used by Italian poets),
opens with an ancient metaphor for erotic love—the honeycomb—then segues after a
dash into a past-tense rumination on the importance of being “white” in America, the
difficulty for persons of color to be content with their “bodies,” and finally, the rejection
of “whiteness” in the phrase “No mds (by employing the Spanish “No more,” Mura
indirectly joins Asian and Hispanic angst over skin color in 2 moment of lyrical bonding).
When Mura’s persona says, “I learned—how else can I say it?—to love my own sweet
skin,” the didactic conclusion is offered to all who have suffered from various somatic
colorations.

“The Natives” is a highly original narrative lyric reminiscent of the themes and

scenes put forth by Joseph Conrad in Heart of Darkness such as jungle, fungus,

deprivation, death. Midway the poem transforms into an antiwar poem, through
depictions of useless weapons—*“the rusted grenades, the ammoless rifles, barrels clotted

with flies,” and concludes by conjoining human beings with nature.
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The longest poem in After We Lost Our Way is a tribute to Pier Paolo Pasolini,

the great Italian poet, novelist and filmmaker. In a four de Jorce work on homosexual
desire, fulfillment and loss, iterated by various speakers—Mura’s persona, invocations of
Dante, Pasolini’s persona, an objective reporter relating facts and quotations—we
experience the rich ambiance of modernity as lived and expressed by Pasolini and his
Italian friends, novelists Elsa Morante and Alberto Moravia, actors such as Ninetto
Davoli, Pasolini’s one-time lover, and filmmakers Bertolluci and Fellini. In contrast to
the past, the poet-speaker views postmodern Italy in the manner that Pasolinj might have,
were he to have lived. The “Pasolini” poem resembles William Carlos Williams’
masterwork, Patterson. Mura intersperses historical facts, quotations, courtroom rancor
during the trials of Pasolini for obscenity and immoral acts with lyrical passages
intending, it seems to me, to gain a larger audience than the precious literary-inclined
one, as well as to rewrite the sufferings of the poet-filmmaker to keep his memory alive
and to elicit more compassion and empathy for him. Artists, writers and poets are ever
more aware of audience than in the past and the need for multiformed approaches to
solicit attention. As David Orr puts it: “Indeed poets are haunted by the concept of
speaker and audience the way novelists are haunted by the idea of time”(14).

Section 6 of “Pasolini” is in the form of an epistolary poem, subgenre of the lyric,
a “fictional” letter from Pasolini to Elsa Morante, about the Pesaro Film F estival and
Roland Barthes. It includes a subjunctive speculation about the possibility of a poem
authenticating an action and an action Justifying the poet’s life, all meant to cast doubt on

the “soulless” Barthean text, “The Death of the Author.” Section 7 is also an epistle, this
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time from Pasolini in Nepal to Alberto Moravia, one-time husband of Morante. It is a
much more prosaic effort and, in my opinion, less successful poetry. Section 8 chronicles
the increasing of crime in Italy, especially by delinquents, and Increasing political
corruption: “deals with CIA, Mafiosi, bankers, oil firms” and Pasolini’s condemnation of
the political economy. By conjecture, we understand these points to be also David
Mura’s complaints about the results of late consumer capitalism in the US. Section 9, “A
Violent Life,” presents the death of Pasolini by altemnating italicized factual material with
poetic meditations on life and art in the mind of Pasolini. In Section 10, “A Fascist
Death, A Purgatorial Dream,” the poet-speaker presents three imagined end-of-life
moments or ways of dying for Pasolini. The first two focus on physical pain and
helplessness the poet-victim but the third emphasizes the mind/spirit: “I will this
knowledge, this/bleeding, byzantine farewell.” And lastly, Section 11, “An Epitaph for
Pier Pasolini (1922-1975): Open & Shut,” is a powerful and beautifil testament to
Pasolini from Mura. I give it in full below:

4Here is the. rose of history. Pull the petals apart.

A faint murmuring starts, then shouting, shrieking,

an interminable roar. So you close the rose, call it

simple, a rose without history, innocent, eternal.

Almost all of the poems in After We Lost Our Way can be understood as a disruptive and

deconstructive force that undermines all fixed identities because ruptures in syntactical
unity do not allow for any unified signified. Therefore, one result of Mura’s body of

poetry is the overturning of previous racist stereotypes of Japanese Americans.
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Turning to his second collection of poetry, The Colors of Desire ( 1995), at first
reading it seems to be less lyrical and more intent on evoking political action. But let us
not be deceived. The book begins with “Issei Strawberry,” a poem which eulogizes the
first generation of Japanese Immigrants who worked in the agricultural industry,
specifically the strawberry fields of California. A series of verbal instructions are given
by the poet-speaker to an interlocutor-: “Taste,” “spin,” “whirl,” “look,” “spit,” and
“wipe,” thus bringing the somatic knowledge of the hot, backbreaking work of picking
strawberries home to the reader. He situates the time before World War II and the
internment camps by mentioning swing music and Frank Capra and these historical
markers are followed by retrieval and Ie-appropriation of the “American dream, as some
are deferred and some/preferred . . . Some are “written/out of history” and some are
prosperous, though none can hold deed to their own land, “knowing you own
nothing/here [in America]” as opposed to “there” in Japan. The poem underscores the
desire of immigrants to gain “a harvest, a country, a future,” and conclildes with
statements of the embodied consciousness of the interlocutor: “the red juice flows
between your teeth/ with the memory of strawberries/ and loam and sweat, of summers in
the valley/ when you ﬁade it before the war had come.”

The second poem in the collection is the title poem, “The Colors of Desire,” a
meditation on various forms of male desire. Section 1 Photograph of a Lynching (circa
1930 questions white male power, asking what kmd of man would lynch a man because
he is black, then the poet-speaker recalls his Nisei father had “passed through the rifle

towers and gates/of the Jerome, Arkansas, camp [internment camp], and, in 1942 /stepped
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on a bus to find white riders/motioning, ‘sit here, son’,” and the blacks sitting in the back
of the bus did the same. The in-betweenness of the Asian in the racial hierarchy of
America is posited as an ambivalence in the mind of the poet, who fast forwards to 1965
and himself—as first person narrator—viewing a pornographic film in which a black man
and a white woman—a “blond, practically pure white smile— engage in a sexual act
that is “the ultimate crime/against nature,” or miscegenation, though we know the film is
but a representation of the commercialization of sex for viewers who pay to be titillated.
The poet-speaker goes on to say he “bolted from a dream into a dream,” from an unreal
sex film into a sexual fantasy, and he continues to be puzzled over the placement of the
Asian body in the scheme of life—*“(and where am I /the missing third?).” This poem
illustrates Mura’s usual poetic stance, one of non-reification, difference, and process, a
dialectical encounter with the other or others, as an attached observer, in keeping with the
phenomenology of Maurice Merleu-Ponty: “The phenomenological world is not the
bringing to explicit expression of a pre-existing being, but the layering down of being.
Philosophy is not the reflection of a pre-existing truth, but, like art, the act of bringing
truth into being” (xx) and “[T]here is no inner man, man is the wolrld, and only in the
world does he know himself” (xi).

The establishment of “pornography,” as not only a subject for “self-confession”
on the part of the poet but also a shared activity of poet and reader through the activity of
literary voyeurism, as the reader progresses through the text by way of delayed desire—
the meaning is promised but withheld—takes Mura beyond the category of

“confessional” poet only. Similar to the confessional American poets of the 1960s,
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Robert Lowell, W. D. Snodgrass, Anne Sexton, and Sylvia Plath, Mura relates his hidden
and forbidden desires, but different from them, he undermines the tradition of a
separation between a subject and an object of knowledge. More than just making static
representations of objects in his writings, Mura seems to want to elucidate the
relationships between subject and subject, subject and object, object and object, or the

condition of “betweenness.”

Section 2 /957 of “The Colors of Desire” depicts the poet as a boy of six dressed

in American cowboy garb, with “skin dark from the sun” picturing himself as the
television cowboy hero Paladin. In this way, dark skin color can be attributed to a hero
tanned by the sun rather than to race. The western hero image replicates assimilation to
American cultural values. But after repeatedly shooting his toy “six-guns” his father
‘wails” him. The punishment of the child by a father who supports assimilation and
suppresses Japanese identity sets up an ambivalent confusion, an identity crisis, which is
compounded by racism expressed by a character in the poem, “a man in a serge suit”’who
| yells, "Hey, you a Jap?/You from Tokyo? You a Jap? A Chink?” Mura’s father’s flight
rather than fight reaction to prejudicial insult is displaced later that evening into anger
causing him to beat his son. The third section, Miss June 1964, takes place at the
beginning of the Vietnam military buildup. Mura as poet-speaker is twelve and he
searches in his father’s closet for porno graphic magazines, then masturbates while
looking at the breasts of a white woman that “millions of men, white, black, yellow, have
seen/though the body before me is white, eighteen. . .” Though he feels “delight,” he

does not cry out with pleasure, exhibiting a sexual repression connected to the fear of his
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mother discovering his sinful act. In other words a Calvinistic response due to “an
agonized conscience.” According to George Santayana, “Calvinism . . . is an expression
of the agonized conscience.” And further:

It is a view of the world which an agonized conscience readily embraces,

if it takes itself seriously, as, being agonized, of course it must.

Calvinism, essentially, asserts three things: that sin exists, that sin is

Punished, and that it is beautiful that sin should exist to be punished.

The heart of a Calvinist is therefore divided between tragic concern

At his own miserable condition, and tragic exultation about the universe

at large. He oscillates between a profound abasement and a paradoxical

elation of the spirit. (202)
Less we misunderstand Santayana, he insists that Calvinism as a philosophical principle
is not limited to only Protestant Christianity (though I should say here that Mura was
raised as an Episcopalian), but can be found in “the Koran, in Spinoza, and in Cardinal
Newman; and persons with no very distinctive Christian belief” (202).

To refer again to the William Walsh interview, which takes place after the

publication of The Colors of Desire, Mura speaks of the self-reflection and interior

examination of his desires that prompted the writing of the book:
For me, the collection is an examination of a conjunction of forces, of
reading sexuality through the lens of the J apanese American and Asian

American experience, particularly, through Japanese American history. . .
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It is particularly concerned with interracial relationships. My wife is
Caucasian, three-quarters WASP and one quarter Austro-Hungarian Jew.

(Song for Uncle Tom 131)

The untitled Section 4 relates details of his marriage, his mixed-race daughter, ending
with the final line, a quiery, “oh why must it matter?”” This rhetorical question stretches
beyond rhetoric, though, to become the most poignant line in the poem.

Xiaojing Zhou analyzes the collection, The Colors of Desire, this way:

Mura has developed several strategies to illustrate how sexuality and the

body can become sites for the articulation of and resistance to racial

ideologies. One of his strategies is to use the form of sequence poem

to constantly incorporate historical and social elements into the process of

his persona’s identity formation and the development of his sexuality.

(251)
As good as Zhou’s interpretations of Mura’s poems are, in my opinion they are limited by
always focusing on issues of racial identity, gender and sexuality. These quasi-psycho-
sociological readings limit rather than expand the power of the lyric poet that David Mura
is, and that is the transcending factor freeing him from the label of “confessional poet”
and/or “ethnographic poet.” Following Theodor Adorno’s theory, lyric poetry is a
mediation between “particularity” and “totality” in representation:

.. . the greatest lyric works in our language owe their quality to the force

with which the “I” creates the illusion of nature emerging from alienation.
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Their pure subjectivity, the aspect of them that appears seamless and

harmonious, bears witness to its opposite, to suffering in an existence

alien to the subject and to love for it as well—indeed their harmoniousness

is actually nothing but the mutual accord of this suffering and this love.

(41)
Poetic knowledge, or the epistemolo gical meaning of the poem, is given to us temporally,
in the time it takes to read, to re-read, and to reflect upon the poem and the poet’s insight
mto his or her own suffering and love(s), and in the time it takes for us to imaginatively
link our experience of suffering and love with that which is communicated by the poet.
As Susan Stewart puts it: “Whatever catharsis lyric effects resists abstraction and calls
fora r;cognjtion of the other and the temporal reformulation of Jjudgment” (Poetry and

the Fate of the Senses 252).

One of the most effective lyrics, to my way of thinking, in The Colors of Desire is

the long poem “The Blueness of the Day” (first published in New England Review

[Summer 1992]). This poem progresses phenomenologically through wartime France by
means of instant recall of war, “shells gutted up dirt and smoke,/a hundred mouths gaping
at once,” told by the persona of a Nisei soldier, then it “retrieves” an internment camp
memory of a cleaver crunching a chicken, in which alliteration is ﬁsed to shock rather
than pacify, and next it “regresses™ farther back in time to uncover the non-
sentimentalized actuality of prewar life for J apanese in America, recalling the “smudge
pots” in the orange groves of California, and finally it fast forwards to postwar Paris,

from which the Nisei poet-speaker writes home, “even in my worst rages/I could not
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slash the Mona Lisa or the sinners of Caravaggio.” The jumble of images, sounds,
sensations, experiences and memories cannot be contained in one time period or in
timelessness, nor even stylistically in complete sentences and end-stopped lines. Even
words are inadequate to convey the meaning—“The words vanish./I begin again....”
This is poetic practice in the spirit of Heidegger, the refusal of coherence and clarity that
leads to objectivity and the embracing of the immediate sensual perception of objects,
which Heidegger calls noein, as the way to knowledge.

Clearly, the poet of “The Blueness of the Day” does not view Paris as the poets of
the past did, as a city of beauty and enlightenment, of pleasure and escape, rather he asks,
“Is it better to say, ‘I am suffering,’/than ‘This landscape is ugly?’” The struggle to
uncover, dis-close, communicate experiential truth is once again broken off, this time by
digression in the form of “2 Intermission (1991),” beginning with the words, “This is a
draft in progress. As in a film without stars:” The colon, a punctuation mark of
continuance, however, is followed by an italicized account of a film of interracial secual
union, interrupted by the counterfactual, “I'd prefer black and white, the colors/ of
Regnais,/Hiroshima Mon Amour” then cuts back to the film, makes a penultimate cut to
the writer writing the filmscript, presumably Marquerite Duras, and a final cut to the poet
writing, “It’s too romantic. Tear it up. Start again.” Further sections in the poem shift
the scene to David Mura’s home where “an interviewer accuses him of “brutality in your
work” and his “happa daughter shouts down the hall.” Later on in the poem, the poet
includes an aphorism, “In the unity of the book, something always, explodes,” thereby

denying the structure of unity itself. In a very curious way, the burden or anxiety of the
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past is shattered by the fractured lines of verse, the cuts and intercuts, the teeming
mixture of multi-subj ectiviesi relating multi-layered lives.
In this poem “The Blueness of the Day,” Mura seems to share not only Charles
| Olson’s Projective Verse as a writing technique but also Olson’s view of history. Olson
defines Projective Verse this way:
ONE PERCEPTION MUST IMMEDIATELY AND DIRECTLY LEAD
TO A FURTHER PERCEPTION. It means exactly what it says, is a
matter of, at all points . . . get on with it, keep moving, keep in, speed, the
nerves, their speed, the perceptions, theirs, the acts, the split second acts,
the whole business, keep it moving as fast as you can, citizen. (Selected
Works 17)
Taking Herodotus as his mode, Olson says, “By history I mean to know, to really know”

(The Special View of History 21), and not to make a “universe” out of discourse as

Socrates would have it. By scrapping away the veneer of words as we have known them
and by breaking syntactic coherence, as Olson and Mura do, we as readers are forced to
see anew, gaining new knowledge through words to things. Paul Bové calls this “kinetic”
art (borrowing the term from Olson), that which “gets through the veil of words and
images to the things themselves and thus breaks through to the beginning of the circuit of
creativity” (240-41).

In Heidegger’s spirit of destruction, “a phenomenological destruction of the

history of ontology” (Being and Time 63), and under the influence of Edmund Husserl—

the father of modern phenomenology—Mura dis-assembles former epistemes
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relating to Asian American life and history, to uncover what they contain or conceal.
When he re-assembles those epistemological parts and adds new content in the creation

of his poems, the effect is “to let that which shows itself be seen from itself in the very

way in which it shows itself from itself” (Being and Time 58)

As Deborah Forbes informs us, “Poetry’s purpose is no longer to be learnéd, to
present arguments and convey knowledge about history, science, politics and theology,
butto actasa fc;rm of knowledge itself” (9: emphasis mine). Superb literary art, in
particular, poetry, is already always a hermeneutic art and always interpretable in a
number of different ways. In his deconstructive poetic practice, David Mura sifts through
the sands of temporality and retains the logos that has been covered and buried over or
presented itself as only semblance, in order to dis-close error and raise up
historiological/primordial knowledge, not as the “validity of a belief” (the politics of a

republic) but as “authenticity” (the poetics of Being-there).
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ERRATA

13 1. 14 : “etentre” should be “et entre”

22 1. 5: “queilery” should be “query”

24 1. 14: “secual” should be “sexual”

24 1. 17: “Marquerite” should be “Marguerite”

24 1. 21: “always, explodes” should be “always explodes”
25 1. 2: “multi-subjectivies” should be “multi-subjectivities”
25 1. 2: “mode” should be “model”
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L. REF, REHLE XIL. BE#. BRERE

V. FUNU—, #BHRS 3> XL BE#

V. BEAFEDORERX XIV. 1VFAFOEROFREBRE LU L
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RIdE, BRUEFTCA>EREFELSICHEESAREREY (Jacobs 1: 88, 89), ES5ILRETAVAK
B¥BANAETHIOEEZRBNLTESZADKRSLER® 2 Q) FEEEBAIET X T D(Jacobs It
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BEAUKHRANBEEFNE LT, FIUVITHEORTFBEVCERLTHCRT<50%H
w%tUEtbmmmm&3m%é5[rﬁR—EkCﬂH\E&ﬁ)MtZNuzkﬁiﬁm
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ﬁﬁtﬁwkbt,&ufaimﬁtbbu—ﬁvtbs7219/7-47?47>®¥ﬁv
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CO—YOZETHD, —N\EZEFS—NAERELCHAFTTN=IIVRBI-OYNNDTS>
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ChEESNSETETRREVEDOD, N—UI ALY MLAILOKRITH, ETLTH
BEOLSBRELENERTVS, TUTTOABERAROIHARCSEBVRIEEL NEA
(associations)s k& 2 TBIERIENEEVS, BERRDEIHAEYRARTLERE. LALT
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