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They prey upon thy[=Edmund’s] subjects cruelly

like hungry tigers upon silly kids

sparing not ancient men for reverence

nor women for [their] imbecility

nor guiltless babes for their unspotted life

nor holy men, their madness is so rife. (4.1.1348-53)
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But perceiuing he[=Canutus] could not find aduantage, and that
he was rather too weake, and shrewdlie ouermatched, he spake to
Edmund with a lowd voice on this wise: “What necessitie (saith
he) ought thus to mooue vs, most valiant prince, that for the ob-
teining of a kingdome, we should thus put our liues in danger? ...
Let vs become sworne brethren, and part the kingdome betwixt
vs: and let vs deale so friendlie, that thou maist vse my things as
thine owne, and I thine as though they were mine.” ... After this,
there was an agreement deuised betwixt them, so that a partition
of the realme was made, and that part that lieth fore against
France, was assigned to Edmund, and the other fell to Cnute.”
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Yourself[=Canutus} shall choose which part you think is best

the east or west, the right hand or the left.

My court is yours, my councillors are yours

my friends your friends, thy foe my enemy

my people yours, my treasure and myself

all are your own, for you shall all command. (5.2.2041-46)
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