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The Artistic Expression of the Mythic Narrative: Double Otherness and
Indigenousness in a Haida artist Bill Reid's Work

Takeshi KIMURA

This paper examines the relationship among a traditional mythic narrative, an artist and the
artistic expression by critically scrutinizing the life of Haida artist Bill Reid I argue that
functioning double otherness and newly interpreted meanings of indigenousness are implicitly
and subtly materialized in Reid’s artistic expression. First, I examine the relationship between
Haida culture and Reid’s life, especially his boyhood. I argue that his limited contact and
experience of Haida culture and society during boyhood would limit the direction and scope in
acquiring the artistic technique of making a traditional artitic design. Furthermore, it also limits
his approach to the traditional Haida myth in a written form, not in an oral form, Second, I
examine the issue of location for the Haida myth and art. Traditional Haida art were mainly
constructed within the space and place of the habitual life while Reid constructs his artistic work
to be located in non-indigenous places, therefore, there is already the sense of other place
implicit in the process of making his artistic work. Third, it is possible to note that there is
double otherness in Reid’s work, especially in “The Spirit of Haida Gawaii.” Both his
indigenous tradition and his Canadian culture function as otherness in Reid’s artistic work.
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