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Introduction   

AlthoughtheYCannOtbeconsideredtoexpressanypoliticalintent，BeckettsplaYS †   

havethepowertoa鈍ctthemindsofthosewholiveindifncultsituationssuchas  
thoseunderoppression，eXPloitation，Orimprisonment・InDamnedtohme，James  

KnowIsonwritesaboutamixed－raCePrOductionofGodbtperfbrmedattheBaxter  

TheatreintheUniversltyOfCapeTbwnin1981duringthetimewhenapartheid  

hadnotYetbeenabolished・Notingthat‖theBaxterTheatreversionhasoftenbeen  

portraYedasifitwereanexplicitlypoliticalproduction，■▼heobserves，’TWhatsuch  

areactionshowed，however，WaSthat，althoughtheplaYCaninnowaYbetakenas  

politicalallegory，thereareelementsthatarerelevanttoanylocalsituationinwhich  

onemanisbeingexploitedoroppressedbyanOther・一11   

KnowIsonalsodiscussesthestaglngOfGodotinLtittrlnghausenprlSOnnear  

％ppertalinGermanY・HewritesthatinLtittrlnghausenprlSOnGodbthadbeen  
performedbyprlSOnerS6fteentimessince1954，andthattheplayhadanelectric  

e脆ctnotonlYOntheprlSOnerSWhoperfbrmedtheplaybutalsoontheprlSOnerSWho  

sawtheplaylBecketthimselfwasstronglyaff邑ctedbythelettershereceivedfromthe  

ProtestantpastoroftheprlSOnandaprlSOnerWhoperformedtheplay・2Thissuggests  

thatGbdbthasthepowertoa鮎ctthepeoplewhoareinapredicament・Indeed，the  

prlSOnerWrOteinhislettertoBeckett，一TYburGodotwasOurGodot，”andexplained  

that‖everylnmateSaWhimselfandhisownpredicamentrenectedinthecharacters  

whowerewaltlngfbrsomethingtocomealongtoglVetheirlivesmeanlng・一一5   

WtcanalsorecallthestaglngOfGodbtinSara）eVOdirectedbySusanSontagln  

August，1993・ItwasperfbrmedbyactorsinSara）eVOWithtwelvecandlesonthe  

stage，inthesituationinwhich‖aUNAPCthunderingdownthestreetandthecrack  

ofsniperGre一一werebeingheardoutsidethetheatre・SontagrecollectsthisperformanCe  

inheressay，‖WaitingforGodotinSara）eVO・▼一Assoonasshewasasked，‖WhatplaY  

wi11YOudo～‖theideaofstaglngGbdbtoccurredtoher・Shewrites：”therewasone  

obviousplayfbrmetodirect・BeckettTsplay，WrittenoverfbrtyYearSagO，SeemS  

writtenfor，andabout，Sara）eVO・H4But，COnCernlngherplanOfstaglngGodbt，She  

wasasked，”ButisnTtthisplayratherpessimistic？‖Thequestionmeant，Ofcourse，  

thattheplaYWaStOOdepresslngfbranaudienceatwar＞andthatitwaspretentiousor   
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insensitivetostageGbdbtthereasiftherepresentationofdespalrWereredundantfor  

peoplereallyindespalr・Sontagthinksthatthosewhoaskedsuchaquestion’’donIt  

understandatallwhatitTslikeinSara）eVOnOW，anymOrethantheyreallycareabout  

literatureandtheatre．”Shecontinues，‖ItlsnottruethatwhateveryoneinSaraJeVO  

wantsisentertainmentthato脆rsthemanescapefromtheirownreality・InSarq）eVO，  

asanywhereelse，therearemorethanafewpeoplewhofさelstrengthenedandconsoled  

byhavingtheirsenseofrealitYamrmedandtransGguredbyart・一T5   

NotonlyGodbtbutalsootherplaysofBeckettshownointentionofexpresslng  

anypoliticalmeanlnglnaSymbolicfashion・Infact，BeckettnevertriestoconveyanY  

politicalmessageinhisworks・Further，Beckett－sstagedirectionrefusestheaudienceTs  

effbrtstosearchfbranymeanlngSOrSymboIsintheplays・However，itisundeniable  

thathisplaYSaCutelya鮎ctthosewholiveindifncultpoliticalcircumstances，andthat  

hisplayshavethepowertoevokesomekindofactionfromthosewhoareintensely  

movedbythem・WhataspectofBeckettsplayslnVOIvesthispower？ I   

HannahArendt－sobservationaboutTTthestandpolntOutSidethepoliticalrealm’’  

and一一itsslgnincanceforthepoliticalrealm▼一mayhelpustocomprehendthisslngular  

powerofBeckett－splaYS・Arendt－sobservationconcernsthepossibilitYthatthe  

withdrawalftomtheworldoFpoliticscomestohavepoliticalsigni6cance・Ifwe  

lookatBeckettsplayslnlightofArendtTsthought，WeCOuldsaythatBeckettsplays lt・い1一‾▲11111l．l、1∩＿＿l＿．．I  

orlglnatefrom一一thestandpointoutsidethepoliticalrealm，‖thatis，fromthecondition  

ofwithdrawal丘・Omtheworldofpolitics・Atthesametime，WeCOuldsaythat  

BeckettsplaysshowthattheYhave slgnincancefbrthepoliticalrealm，”asseeninthe IIl●  

examplesthatwehavelookedatbriefly・   

ThisarticleisanattempttounderstandhowBeckett－splayscontainthepolitical  

slgnificanceof‖thestandpolntOutSidethepoliticalrealm・‖ Certainlythereisa  

difftrenceofcontextbetween Beckett’sworkandArendtTswork；WhereasArendt－s  

workismadeofpoliticalreflectionsonsomeoftheagonlZlnglSSueSOfthetwentieth  

century（especiallYtOtalitarianism），Beckett’sworkshowsdetachmentfromdirect  

invoIvementwiththepoliticalreality・Despltethisgapbetweenthetwo，Ibelieve  

thatArendtTsobservationprovidesuswithhelpfu11eadstounderstandingthepower  

ofBeckett．splaYS（thepowertoa拝盲ctthosewholiveinapredicamentandevoke  

somekindofaction丘omthem）．Arendt’srenectiononthepoliticalsigniGcance  

ofwithdrawalfromtheworldisverylmPOrtant，becauseinitthepossibilityofthe  

politicalandtheproblemoftimeandspacemeet・Sheholdsthatonlywhenthe  
temporaldimensionof一一timelessnow，Hexperiencedinthewithdrawalfromtheworld，   
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hasaspatialdimension，thisdimensioncomestohaveapoliticalsignincance・Ⅶ花can  

appIYthisviewofArendttoBeckettsplays，fbrinhisplaYSthedimensionof’’timeless I   

nowISPreSentedinthetheatricalspacebetweenactorsandtheaudience・ †I●  

ⅥthdrawalfromtheⅦもrldinArendt   

ForArendt，T－withdrawalftomtheworldofappearancesHisnotsimplywithdrawal  

intotheinteriorltYOftheselfwhereothersdonotexist・Itisthepreconditionofthe  

mentalactivities，eSPeCiallYtheactlVltyOfthinking・Shestressesthat‖thewithdrawal  

fromtheworldofappearances‖isnotwithdrawalf王omtheworldbutthewithdrawal  

丘om一一theworld－sbeingpresenttothesenses・T．Arendtwritesthatmentalactivities  

‖cannotcomeintobeingexceptthroughadeliberateu）ithdnlWdl丘omappearances・  

Itiswithdrawalnotsomuchfromtheworld‥・aSfromtheworldTsbeingp僧enttO  

thesenses・▼一6InTTtheworldofappearancesHmen‖aretotallYCOnditionedexistentially  

－1imitedbYthetimespanbetweenbirthanddeath，Subjecttolaborinordertolive，  

motivatedtoworkinordertomakethemselvesathomeintheworld，androusedto  

actioninordertonndtheirplaceinthesocletyOftheirfさ1low－men・▼一7 AIsointhis  

worldweareconditionedbythesensoryobjectsglVenbythisworld・Inthisregard，  

＝withdrawalf王omtheworldofappearances一一meansliberatlngOurSelvesfromallthese  

conditions，inotherwords，galnlngtheautonomYOfmentalactivities・Itbecomes  

possibleonlywhenwedeliberatelywithdrawfromtherelationsinwhichwearetiedto  

theworldthroughthesenses・   

Arendtexplainsthis”withdrawalfromtheworldofappearances”intermsoftime・  

IntheactlVltYOfthinkingwhichtakesplaceinourwithdrawalfromtheworld）We  

experiencethetemporaldimensionof一一timelessnow・TT AccordingtoYbung－Bruehl，  

Arendtmetaphoricallydescribesthis一▼thinkingspace一’takingplaceinthewithdrawal  

fromtheworldas‖timelessnowH；Shecallsthisa perftctmetaphor・‖8Thistemporal II   

dimensionof‖timelessnowT．isexplainedas‖thegapoftimebetweenpastandfuture・’’  

InthepreficeofBetweenlh∫tdnd晶ture，ArendtdiscussesKafka’sparable  

describingabattlegroundonwhichthefbrcesofthepastandthefutureclashwith  

eachother．Themancalled”he’’standsbetweentheseforces．TheparablethatArendt  

citesreadsasfbllows：  

Hehastwoantagonists：thefirstpresseshimfrombehind，丘omtheorlgln・  

Thesecondblockstheroadahead・HeglVeSbattletoboth・rIbbesure，theGrst  

supportshiminhis丘ghtwiththesecond，forhewantstopushhimforward，   
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andinthesamewaYthesecondsupportshiminhisfightwiththefirst，Since  

hedriveshimback．ButitisonlYtheoreticallyso・ForitisnotonlYthetwo  

antagonistswhoarethere，buthehimselfaswell，andwhoreallYknowshis  

intentionsチHisdream，though，isthatsometimeinanunguardedmomenト  

andthiswouldrequlreanightdarkerthananynighthaseverbeenyeトhewi11  

）umPOutOfthe6ghtinglineandbepromoted，OnaCCOuntOfhisexperiencein  

fighting，tOthepositionofumplreOVerhisantagonistsintheir6ghtwitheach  

other．9  

Arendtregardsthisparableas‖akindofthought－landscape，”thatrecords‖amental  

phenomenon，SOmethingwhichonemaYCallathought－eVent・TTlOAndthroughthis  

Parable，SheshowsthattheactivltYOfthinkingtakesplaceinthetemporaldimension  

of‖timelessnow，一’andthatitis’’thedimensionoftheforcesoftime．’．   

ButArendtpolntSOuttheproblematicnatureofthisparable；thoughKafka．s  

descrlPtlOnShowsthatathought－eVenttakesplaceinthetemporaldimensionof  

TTtimelessnow，‖intheTTgapoftimebetweenpastandfuture，’ThisdescrlPtlOnOfa  

thought－eVentlacks”aspatialdimensionwherethinkingcouldexertitselfwithout  

beingforcedto）umPOutOfhumantimealtogether・”11Inotherwords，SheGndsin  

thisparablethedangeroffallinglntO”theolddreamwhichWtsternmetaphysicshas  

dreamedfromPrmenidestoHegelofatimeless，SPaCeless，SuPraSenSuOuSrealmas  

theproperreg10nOfthought・TTItisthedanger，reCOgnizedinWtsternphilosophical  

tradition，OffallinglntOthedreamofatimelessrealmwhichtranscendshuman  

time・ArendtstressestheimportanceofAndingadimensionof‖timelessnow‖not  

in’Tatimeless，SPaCeless，SuPraSenSuOuSrealm‖butinhumantimewhichhasaspatial  

dimensiononearth．  

OnlylnSOfirashethinks，andthatisinsofirasheisageless‥・doesmanin  

thefu11actualityofhisconcretebeingliveinthisgapoftimebetweenpastand  

future・Thegap‥・iscoevalwiththeexistenceofmanonearth・ItmaYWell  

bethereglOnOfthesplrltOr，rather，thepathpavedbythinking）thissmalltrack  

Ofnon－timewhichtheactlVltyOfthoughtbeatswithinthetime－SPaCeOfmortal  

menandintowhichthetrainsofthought，OfremembranceandantlCIPation，  

SaVeWhatevertheytouchfromtheruinofhistoricalandbiographicaltime・  

Thissmallnon－time－SPaCeintheverYheartoftime，unliketheworldandthe  

Cultureintowhichweareborn，CanOnlYbeindicated，butcannotbeinherited   
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andhandeddownfromthepast；eaChnewgeneration，indeedeverynewhuman  

beingasheinsertshimselfbetweenaninfinitepastandaninfinitefuture，muSt  

discoverandploddinglypaveitanew12   

Arendtsaysthatthe”smallnon－time－SPaCe‖withinthetime－SPaCeOfmortalmen‖can  

onlybeindicated，butcannotbeinheritedandhandeddownflomthepast，’一andthat  

eachnewgenerationoreverynewhumanbeing mustdiscoverandploddinglYPaVe II  

itanew・一一HereArendtshowstheimportanceofGndingwhatshecallsthe‖smallnon－  

time－SPaCe‖JTthedimensionofthefbrcesoftime・”Forthisrealmisfreefromthe  

determinationof”historicalandbiographicaltime，‖anditprotectswhateverthinking  

touches丘om”theruinofhistoricalandbiographicaltime・‖ Sheemphasizesthatwe  

should銭ndthe▼一smallnon－time－SPaCeT－notintheeternltYtha＝ranSCendshuman  

timebutinthetimeofmortalmenwhichhasaspatialdimension・  

In’’Thegapbetweenpastandfuture：thenuncstdn∫‖inTheL挿4tbeMind，  

ArendtagalnO仔邑rsherreadingofthesameparablebyKan（a・Hereshesaysthat  

thisparabledescribes‖thetimesensationofthethinkingego whichisbasedonour †I   

withdrawalftomtheeverYdayworld・Shewrites：  

Kafka－stimeparabledoesnotapplytomaninhiseverydaYOCCuPationsbut  

onlYtOthethinkingego，tOtheextent［hatithaswithdrawn丘omthebusiness  

ofeverydaylif盲・ThegapbetweenpastandfuturcopensonlylnreneCtion＞  

whosesubjectmatteriswhatisabsenトeitherwhathasalreadydisappearedor  

whathasnotyetappeared・Renectiondrawstheseabsent‖reg10nS‖intothe  

mind－spresence・lう   

Thenshecompares‖thetimesensationofthethinkingegowiththetimesensationof lI  

一一theself‖thatmovesin‖theworldofappearances・一一Shcholdsthat‖thethinkingego  

isnottheselfasitappearsandmovesintheworld，rememberingltSOWnbiographical  

past，aSthough’’he’’weredklYeChercbeduie〝少∫Perduorplannlnghisfuture・”The  

timedescribedbyKa鮎一sparableisdi脆rentf王om‖thetimesequenceofordinarYlife，  

wherethethreetensessmoothlyfblloweachotherandtimeitselfcanbeunderstoodin  

analogYtOnumericalsequences，6Ⅹedbythecalendar，aCCOrdingtowhichthepresent  

istodaY，thepastbeginswithYeSterday；andthefuturebeginstomorrow：1Thereason  

whYOrdinarYlifehasthistimecontinuumisthatitis‖alwaysspatiallYdeterminedand  

conditioned・‖14In一一thehistoricalandbiographicaltime一一inoureverydaYlift，．Tthe   



48  T岳ushima  

gapslntime＝donotoccur・15   

AndArendtpolntSOutthatthetroublewithKafkaTsparableisthat”heTTtriesto  

）umPOutOfhumantime，OutOf’’thedimensionoftheforcesoftime，’’andtranscend  

it・ArendttriestotakeastepfurtherthanKafkabYintroducingtheideaofathird  

fbrcewhichisthediagonalforcethatremainsonthesameplane・Thisdiagonalforce  

is‖aperfさctmetaphorfortheactlVltyOfthought，’’fbrthisdiagonalforceisrootedin  

thepresent．Whatisstressedhereisthattimelessnessinthe‖timelessnow，‖inthe  

activltYOfthinking，isbYnOmeanSeternltylHereinordertoexplainthetemporal  

dimensionoftheactlVltYOfthinking，Arendtbringslntheconceptofanuncstdn∫  

WhichmeansthestandingnowinmedievalphilosophY・Itis一▼thedimensionof  

thefbrcesoftime‖wheretheforceof一一thenot－Yet‖andthatof－Ttheno－mOre”are  

gathered；’’Thetemporaldimensionofthenuncstdn∫eXPeriencedintheactlVltYOf  

thinkinggatherstheabsenttenses，thenot－yetandtheno－mOre，tOgetherintoitsown  

presence・‖16Thisdimensionis，aSArendtdepicts，Kant7s－Tlandofpureintellect一一（  

d＆reinenthhlndh），WhichKantdescribesas”anisland，enClosedbYnatureitself  

Withinunalterablelimits，T’and”surroundedbYaWideandstormYOCean’’（  

げhireRed∫On，B294f）・ThedimensionofthenuncstansisanislandsurroundedbY  

”theseaofeverydaYlifさ・一一17   

Wtshouldnotethatthereremaintwoaspectstothetemporalityofthedimension  

of‖timelessnow‖ ononehand，thetimelessnessinthedimensionof‖timelessnow”  

meanSthatthetemporaldimensionofthinkinglSnOtdeterminedandconditionedbY  

TThistoricalandbiographicaltime・‖Itisthedimensionwherewemakepresent‖the  

fbrcesoftime’’ortheforcesofwhatisabsent（’’theno－mOre’’and”thenot－yet’’）．On  

theotherhand，thistimelessnessdoesnotmeaneternlty・Itisrootedin‖anentirelY  

humanpresent一一－withinthetime－SPaCeOfmortalmen・Arendtdescribesthis  

temporalitYOftheactlVltyOfthinkingas‖thequletOftheNowinthetime－PreSSed，  

time－tOSSedexistenceofman‖or‖thequletinthecenterofastorm・TT18   

ThetemporalitYOf’’timelessnow，‖ofthenunc∫idn∫COrreSPOndstothetemporalitY  

inSt・Augustine’sideaofmemorYthatArendtdiscussesinherdissertation，Loye  

and5dintAtwstine・InherinterpretationofSt・Augustine，thepowerofmemorY  

isthepowertobringbackintothepresentthepastorlgln，一▼atranscendentand  

transmundanepast・”Inotherwords＞inmemorYmanCanbringbackintothepresent  

WhatistimelessintheorlglnOfhisexistence・Inthissense，memOrYisdirectedtoward  

‖apastthatisprlOrtOallpossibilitiesofearthly，mundaneeXPerience，＝atranscendent  

andtransmundanepast”which・is‖outsidethehumancondition‖and’Tbefbrehuman   
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existence・一T19InmemorYthemanwhoiscreatedopenstherelationtotheCreator，the  

CreatOrthatisbothoutsideandbefbreman・‖TheCreatorisinmanonlYbyvirtue  

ofmanTsmemoryll－19Inotherwords，Onlyin‖referringback‖totheCreatohtOthe  

immortalsourceofthemortalexistence，doescreatedman6ndthedeterminantofhis  

being・20InmemorYmanrefersbackto”theorlginalbeginnlng’一ofhisbeing．  

Whatleadstoremembrance，reCOllection，andconfessionisnotthedesirefor  

the‖happYlifさ‖‥・butthequest丘）rtheorlglnOfexistence，thequestforthe  

Onewho’’mademe・一一Hence＞tranSCendingthefacultiesofpercept10n，Which  

Wehaveincommonwiththeanimals，andrisinggraduallyTTtoHimwhomade  

me，‖Augustinearrivesat’一thecampsandvastpalacesofmemory・‖ There  

heGndsthenotionofthe‖happYlift，一一whichishisorlglnandassuchthe  

qulnteSSenCeOfhisbeing・・・・BYreCallingapastthatlSPr10rtOal1possibilities  

OfearthlY，mundaneexperience，manWhowascreatedanddidnotmake  

himselfGndtheutmostlimitofhisownpasトhisown一一whence・”21   

InthisreamofmemorydescribedasTTthecampsandvastpalacesofmemory‖  
（TbeCb頑∫∫ion∫，10・8・12），thepastandthefuturecoincideinthepresent・The  

greatpowerofmemorYliesin”thefictthatthepastisnotfbreverlostandthat  
remembrancecanbringitbackintothepresent・▼一22InmemorYlnWhichthepast  

comesbacktothepresent）’’theyearnlngfbrareturntothepastorlglnturnSinto  

theanticIPatlngdesireofafuturethatwillmaketheorlglnaVailableagaln・‖ By  

virtueofmemorYWheremaninitiatesthequestforhisBeing，fortheCreatorofthe  

creature，‖thebeginnlngandendoflif≧becomeexchangeable・一一23Intheprocessof  

‖re－PreSentlng－Tinmemory，OfmakingthepastpresentagalntOthemind，’’thepast  

notonlytakesitsplaceamongotherthingspresentbutistranSfbrmedintoafuture  

possibility，‖and’’thereturntoone’sorigin（Tedi7udcYutOYm）canatthesametime  

beunderstoodasananticipatingreferencetooneTsend（∫er4；rreadPnem）・‖24Thus  

ArendtinterpretstheAugustinianconceptofmemorYaSarelationto一一thetwofbld  

’before’ofabsolutepastandabsolutefuture・T’ForBeing（theCreatorastheimmortal  

sourceofthemortalexistence）isbeforemaninthetwofbldsenseofpastandfuture；  

Beingwasbefbreliftbeganas‖thatfromwhichit［humanlifさ］comes，‖andBeing  

willbewhenlifさhaspassedawayas‖tha〔tOWhichitgoes・‖25Memoryisthepowerto  

bringbackthisHtwofo1dTbeforeTofabsolutepastandabsolutefuture”tothepresent  

withinthetime－SPaCeOfmortalmen・   
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WehavediscussedArendt－snotionof一一withdrawalfromtheworldofappearances・T’  

Wthaveseenhowinthiswithdrawal，WhichisthepreconditionoftheactlVltyOf  

thinking，WeeXPeriencethepresentasthedimensionof▼一timelessnow・一TItis”the  

dimensionofthe fbrces oftime‖where thefbrces oftheabsenttenses，‖theno－  

more‖andl－thenot－YetHaremadepresent■Awithdrawal丘omtheworldgraspedin  

thissensecanhavepoliticalsignificance・But，aSArendtTsreadingofKafka－sparable  

shows，thewithdrawalitselfdoesnothavepoliticalsigniGcance・Itcanhavepolitical  

slgnificanceonlyinso良rasthetemporaldimensionof一一timelessnow，Hwherethinking  

takesplace，hasaspatialdimension－TTaspatialdimensionwherethinkingcould  

exertitselfwithoutbeingfbrcedto）umPOutOfhumantimealtogether・‖Arendtthus  

emphasizesthenecessltYOfspace．   

ForArendt，SPaCeheremeansthespacethatexistsbetweenmen，thespacebased  

Onthepluralityofmen・WtcanregardthisspaceaswhatArendtcalls‖thespace  
Ofappearance”－”thespacewhereIappeartoothersasothersappeartome，Where  

menexistnotmerelYlikeotherlivingorinanimatethingsbutmaketheirappearance  

explicitly・一一26ItisthespacewherelTmanquaman，eaChindividualinhisunlque  

distinctness，aPPearSandcon丘rmshimselfinspeechandaction・’’Arendtholdsthat  

tobedeprivedofthisspacemeanstobedeprivedofTTtherealityofone’ssel£‖‖one’s  

identlty，▼一and一一therealityofthesurroundingworld・一T27   

BefbreproceedingtoBeckett，WeShallbrieflYlookatthepoliticalandhistorical  

COnteXtinwhich‖withdrawal丘omtheworld”comestohavepoliticalsignincancein  

Arendt’sthought・Whatfollowsshowsthatthiswithdrawalbecomespoliticalonly  

inso丘rastheactlVltyOfthinkingcomesoutofthewithdrawaland‖appears－Tinits  

unlquedistinctnessin’’thespaceofappearance”ortheworldofmen．   

First，inherlaterperiodArendtcomestothinkthatthepoliticalsigni丘canceofthe  

actlVltYOfthinkingliesinthatithasapossibilityofinterruptlngandhinderingthe  

automaticprocessoftotalitarianism・Tbtalitarianismischaracterizedbytheautomatic  

PrOCeSSthatleadscommunitiestowardcatastrophesliketotalterror，themovement  

thatdestroYStheT－space‖betweenmenandhumancapacltYOfmotion・28Arendtholds  

thatalthoughthinkinglSgenerallYregardedasnotusefulfbrsocletYand’’dissoIves  

acceptedrulesofconduct，‖inpoliticalemergenciesthinkingcomestohavepolitical  

Slgnificance；inpoliticalemergenciesinwhich一一everYbodYissweptawayunthinkinglY  

bYWhateverybodYelsedoesandbelievesin，T”thosewhothinkaredrawnoutof  

hidingbecausetheirrefusalto）OlninisconspICuOuSandtherebybecomesakind  

ofaction・‖29Inotherwords，inpoliticalemergenciesinwhicheverYbodYisswept   
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awaYbythetotalitarianmovement，theactivltYOfthinkingemerges丘omthe  

StateOfwithdrawalandT’appears‖initsunlquedistinctnessintheworldofmen・  

Secondly；Arendtholdsthat‖withdrawalfromtheworldTTmakespossible‖thequest  

formeanlnglnCOnSideringtheeventsintheworldofreality・30Inourwithdrawal ll●  

fromtheworldwecanhaveasufncientdistancefiomeventsinrealitYandavoidthe  

dangersoffallinglntOthespelloftheevent・Thatistosay；WeCanT一understand‖  

themeanlngOftheevent・‖understanding‖heremeans一一anunendingactlVltYby  

Which，inconstantchangeandvariation，WeCOmetOtermSWithandreconcile  

OurSelvestoreali坊thatis，trytObeathomeintheworld・‖31Here，tOO，theactlVlty  

Ofthinkingcomestohavearelationtotheworldandhasapossibilityofappearlng  

intheworld・ThismeanlngOfthewithdrawalshouldalsobeunderstoodinrelation  

tototalitarianism・Arendttriedto’’understand’’variousaspectsoftheworld，but  

WhatwasparticularlylmPOrtanttOherwas‖understanding and‖comlngtOtermS ll   

With‖aworldinwhichtotalitarianismwaspossible・Shewrites，‖Tbtheextentthat  

theriseoftotalitariangovernmentsisthecentraleventofourworld，tOunderstand  

totalitarianismisnottocondoneanYthing，buttoreconcileourselvestoaworldin  

whichsuchthingsarepossibleatall・‖32Thirdly；ifweregardthe‖withdrawalfrom  

theworld‖astheexperienceof”worldlessness，‖we丘ndinthatverY’一worldlessness’l  

thepossibilityof’’loveoftheworld（dmOrmundi）・‖ Chibaca11sthis‖theparadox  

of■loveoftheworld・川Accordingtohim，Arendtsees”theparadoxofrloveofthe  

world川intheexperienceof’’worldlessnessTTintheearlYChristiansandintheJewish  

PeOPleaspariahs（includingherownexperience）；for”thoughlivingintheworld，  

theydidnotbelongtotheworld，andonlybYgOlngOutSideoftheworldtheYCOuld  

haveanapproprlaterelationwiththeworld・‖Theytriedtoresisttheworldandwere  

consciousoftheneedtogooutsideoftheworld・Yttpreciselyfromthisexperienceof  

‖worldlessness‖theirafnrmationoftheworldarose・Inthisregard，’’loveoftheworld’l  

meansthemannerinwhichthosewhohaveexperienced”worldlessness’一establish  

arelationwiththeworldandlovetheworld・33 Hereweseethepossibilitythatthe  

experienceof‖worldlessnessHreturnstotheworldasamanneroflovlngtheworld・   

Thus，fbrArendt，the‖withdrawalfromtheworld’’isnotsimpIYanegativestate  

thatexcludestheexistenceofothersbutthepreconditionoftheactlVltyOfthinking  

whichtakesplaceinthedimensionof‖timelessnow）…thedimensionoftheforces  

oftime・川ItcomestohavepoliticalsignificanceonlYWhenitsituatesitselfinthe  

worldofmenandisrevealedin’’thespaceofappearance’’－”aspatialdimension  

wherethinkingcouldexertitselfwithoutbeingfbrcedto）umPOutOfhumantime   
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altogether・TT  

’一TimelessNow”inSpae一協物PrGodbtandKhwゝLa5t7＊e  
InlightofArendtTsvleW，WeCanSaYthatBeckettTsplayspresentaspacewhich  

evokesthetemporaldimensionof一一timelessnow一一AswewillseeinthetemporalitYOf  

waitingin協iti7qjbrGodbtandthatofrememberinginKh卿‡Ld5t77me，Beckettls  

theatricalspacereveals一一thedimensionofthefbrcesoftime‖wherethefbrceofthe  

absenttense一一▼thenot－YetHor－Ttheno－mOre‖－aPPearSin‖now・’’Thespace  

presentedbyBeckettsplaYSindiMteTthe‖smallnon－time－SPaCeintheveryheartof l  

time：T WtcouldfurthersaythatinBeckett－splaysthe‖timelessnow一▼isrevealedin  

thetheatricalspace，thespacethatexistsbetweenactorsandtheaudience，”hereand  

now，‖inaparticularplaceandaparticulartime・Andthisspaceisthespacewhere  

humanGnitudeisshared．WtcanthinkthatthisnatureofBeckett’sspaceiscloselY  

tiedtothepowerofhisplaYStOa鮎ctthosewhoareinapredicament・   

StevenConnorTsreflectiononBeckett▼sradicalGnitudestressesthatBeckett’swork  

ischaracterizedbY‖embeddedness，theimpossibilitYOfeverbeingotherwisethanata  

speciGcplaceandtime，’ensituationT”：  

TbsaYthatBeckettTsworkconstitutesaradicalhitudeistosaythatitstrivesto  

allowitselftheverYleastremissionitcanmanagefromthisawarenessofalways  

havingtolive，mOVeandhaveitsbeingln7suchaworld・・・OnSuChandsucha  

day”eVerintheworldingeneral，Or－assuch・一Beckettis，aSHeideggeralleged l  

animalswere）POOrinworld，Tpoorin－theworldTassuch・54 1  

QpotingJean－LucNancyTsviewonanethicsofnnitude，ConnorholdsthatBeckettTs  

workrefuses‖everyapproprlationofthe’hereTbYanTelsewhere，’andofthe’now’  

bYanTafterward’（orbya’befbrehand一）．’’35HealsosaYS：’TTheparadoxofBeckettTs  

wrltlngisthat，Whilehecontinuestotry；Orfeinttotry，tOdetachhischaracters丘・Om  

’theworld’ortolimnvariousformsofTlittleworld’agalnStthe－bigworld’ofthepokf，  

acopularformofbeing－thereisalwaysnecessaryforhim・’1   

UnliketheKa蝕aparablediscussedbyArendt，BeckettlsplaYSneVerShowthe  

POSSibilityoftranSCendinghumantime－SPaCe・Theydepictthetemporalexperience  

OfbeingentrappedinhumantimeandshowtheGnitudeofbeingembeddedinthe  

‖hereandnow‖paradoxically；1nthisvery丘nitudeBeckett’splaYSreVealthetemporal  

dimensionofTrtimelessnow”－thedimensionthatisnotdeterminedbY”historical   
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andbiographicaltime・‖Inthisdimension，liketherealmofAugustinianmemory  

thatArendtdiscusses，thepastandthefuturearepresentintheTTnow‖；the一一now‖  

inBeckett’splaysexistsinandastherelationto一一theno－mOrerrOr一一thenot－Yet）一一as  

EstragonandVladimirareTTtiedtoGodot一▼inGbdbt・37   

WtcouldsaythatBeckett－splaysshowtheconditionofhumanbeingswho‖live7－  

theparadoxof‖timelessnow‖inthemidstofhumantime－SPaCe・AsBeckettwrites  

’Tthatdouble－headedmonsterofdamnationandsalvation－TimelTatthebeginnlng  

oflhust，38timeisthedouble－headedmonsterfbrhim．Itisboth‖damnation‖and  

”salvation・‖AndthisambigultYOftimeisrevealedinthehumanconditionthat  

Beckettdescribesinhiswork・InGodbt，EstragonandVladimirareentrappedin  

thetemporalitYOfwaltlngfbrthearrivalofGodot，‖thenot－Yet，‖andtheycannOt  

gooutsideofthatcondition・Theyare‖damned一’towaitforGodotforever．Butat  

thesametime，WaltlngfbrGodotglVeSthemsalvation・OnlybYWaltlngfbrGodot  

Cantheysurvivedespalr・TheonlythingthatsustainstheirlivesistheirtietoGodot，  

to”thenot－Yet・T’InKhw‡Ld∫t7如e，KrappISentraPPedinthetemporalityof  

remembering‖theno－mOre・一’Hislifeneardeathcontinuesonlyaslookingback｝aS  

thetieto‖theno－mOre・一T Krappsexperienceoftimeisalsoatoncedamnationand †   

salvation．  

In（蒜dbt，EstragonandⅥadimirarecaughtinthestrangetemporalityofwaltlng・  

TheycontinuetowaitforGodotanddovariousthingsinordertokilltime・They  
experiencetheendlesstimewhichdeviates丘omthetimeoftheclock，丘omthe  

timesequenceofordinarytlme・Thecharactersexistwithinhumantime，Yetthey  

experiencethe‖timelessnow‖intheactofwaltlng・InGodbtBeckettrevealsthe  

Paradoxicalconditionofhumanbeingswho”live’’the”timelessnow‖inthemidstof  

humantime．  

Inthiswork，timelSPreSentedasuncertain・Everythingthatwethinkiscertainin  

OureVerydayhabituallivesismadeuncertain・Butthereisonethingthatiscertain・It  

isthefactthatEstragonandVladimirarewaltlngforGodot・  

Vladimir：‥・Ⅵ1atareWedoinghere，tbatisthequestion・Andweareblessedin  

this，thatwehqppentoknowtheanswer・Yts，inthisimmenSeCOnfusion  

Onethingaloneisclear・WtarewaltlngforGodottocome－  

Estragon：Ah！  

Pozzo：Help！  

Vladimir：Orfbrnighttofi11・（1bu∫e・）Wehavekeptourappointmentand   
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that’sanendtothat．Wearenotsaints，butwehavekeptour  

appolntment・＝owmanyPeOPlecanboastasmuch？39   

ThusBeckettbringsthetemporalityofwaltlnglntOreliefbYdescribingEstragonand  

Vladimir，a Peudo－COuPle，一一whoaresuspendedinendlesstime・ II   

Thetemporalityofwaltlngheremeanstheendlessdurationofthepresentwhich  

‖istiedto‖thearrivalofGodot，tOtheabsenttenseoffuture．Thefutureinthisplay，  

thatis，thearrivalofGodotcannotbeunderstoodintermsofourcustomarYideaof  

future；thearrivalofGodothasnorelationtothefuturewhichinvolvesthepurpose  

ofouractionorourfutureplansineverydaYlife・Thisworkbeginswiththewords  

ofEstragon，‖Nothingtobedone’TinEnglishand《鮎enafiire》inFrench・Thevery  

firstlineoftheplaYWhichshowsEstragonTsirritationtowardthebootthatheistrYlng  

totakeoffisadeclarationthat－thereisnothingtobeactedorperformedinthisplayT  

－adeclarationoftheimpossibilityofthedramaitselL Moreover，thislinemeans  

thesuspensionoftheaction（TTdoing’’）itself：Theplaydeclaresatthebeginningthat  

withdrawalfromtheworldinwhichweactwithpurposesisitsonlyprecondition・  

Inthisregard，thefutureinthisplaYISnOtthefuturewhichinvolvesthepurposeof  

actionorplanineverYdaylifさbutthefuturewhichisfbreverbeingpostponed・Atthe  

endofActIIaboYaPPearSandVladimirforceshimtopromisethatGodotwillcome  

onthefo1lowlngdaylInthisscene，agalnStthecontentoftheirconversation，WeSenSe  

thatthearrivalofGodotisbeingputofftoafuturetimeendlessly・Thefuturereveals  

itselfonlYaStheendlesspostponementofthefuture・  

Vladimir：YbuhaveamessagefromMr・Godot・  

Boy‥ 協sSir・  

Vladimir：Hewon’tcomethisevenlng・  

Boy：NoSir・  

Vladimir：Buthe－1lcometo－mOrrOW．  

Boy：協sSir・  

Vladimir：Withouthil．  

Boy‥ 協sSir・  

滋ゐ乃rg．40  

Justa丘erthisscene，VladimirfbrcestheboYtOtellGodotthattheboYSaWVladimir．  

ItindicatesthepredicamentofmanwhoisarrestedinthetemporalitYOfendless   
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WaltlngandtheuncertalntYOfallthathappens・  

BoY：WhatamItotellMr．Godot，Sir？  

Vladimir：Tt：11him・‥（behesiidteS）‥．tellhimyousawmeandthat‥．（he  

he∫itdteT）‥・thatyousawme・（1bu∫e・撤dimirddudnCeLiheBqy  

Ⅳr♂∠ム・1助成椚∠γカβ毎妨ββサム虚血l桁妨J〟必乃〃わん乃ビど．）‰u’re  

SureyOuSaWme，yOuWOn’tcomeandtellmeto－mOrrOWthatyou  

neversawme！Silence・1庖dimirmdkesa∫u‘払n乎r吻Pru）dYdthe  

坤∫冊ノ止ん′掴7′〟措か′′7川／′甘ぶんり肌∴‥－1   

InthetemporalitYOfwaltlnginGodbtwefindthattimedoesnothaveabeginnlngOr  

anend，andthattimeisbasedontheinGniterepetitionwithadifftrence・Asongsung  

byVladimiratthebeginnlngOfActIIwhosetextualstructureisbasedonthein6nite  

repetitionisametaphorforthistemporality．   

Theexperienceofthedurationof亡imelessnessinwaltlngCOrreSPOndstothe  

experienceofthetimeofthedarkwhichliesbehindclocktime・We坑ndthe  
experienceofthetimeofthedarkinPozzo，Whosesenseoftimechangesintheplay・  

InActI，aSSYmbolizedbYhiswatch，helivesbytlmeaSmeaSuredbYtheclock．For  

example】inmeasurlngtlmehesaysthathehasbeenwalkingfbrsixhours，Orhehas  

beenwithLuckYforsixtYYearS．HelivesinthetimeasitcanbemeasuredbYClock  

orthecalendar，Orinthechronologicalsequenceofhistoricaltime・Beckettcontrasts  

Pozzo，theGguredominatedbyhistoricaltime，Withthoselivinglnthetimelessnessin  

waltlng・WhenVladimirsaystohim，’’Timehasstopped，’’herespondstoVladimir｝  

TTDon’tyoubelieveit，Sir，donTtyoubelieveit…．WhateverYOulike，butnotthat・”  

However，）uStafterthesewords，hesaYS，TT‥・behindthisveilofgentlenessandpeace  

nightischarging（yib7mtb／）andwillburstuponus（∫批乎∫紘P7郡司pop！likethat！  

（hisinQi7utionkdye5him）justwhenweleastexpectit・（Siknce・Ghomi＆）ThatTshow  

itisonthisbitchofanearth・1－HethusindicatesthepossibilitYthatallofsuddenthe  

day（thetimeoftheclock）willend，andthenight（thesuspensionoftime）willattack  

usfrombehindtheveilofgentlenessandpeace・42IndeedPozzoloseshiswatchat  

theendofActI・InActII，heappearsasablindmanwho”livesTTthedarkandsays  

violently，‖DonTtquestionme！Theblindhavenonotionoftime・Thethingsof  

timearehiddenfromthemtoo■‖43Hedeclaresthathenolongerhasnotionoftime・  

And，tOVladimirwhoasksfbrhowlongLuckYhasbecomedumb，Pozzoresponds  

鮎riously：   
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HaveyounotdonetormentlngmeWithYOuraCCurSedtime！ItTsabominable！  

When！When！Oneday；isthatnotenoughfbryou，OnedaYhewentdumb，  

onedayIwentblind，Onedaywe’11godeaf；onedaYWeWereborn，Onedaywe  

shalldie，thesameday；thesameSeCOnd，isthatnotenoughfbryou？（Ckbner）  

TheyglVebirthastrideofagrave，thelightgleamsaninstant，thenit’snight  

oncemore．（HijerkstherQPe．）On！44   

ThesewordsshowthathenolongerlivesinthechronologlCaltimeBxedbYthe  

calendar，andthathedoesnotseeanYreaSOntOSituateaneventhistorically・The  

historicalaxisoftimenolongerexistsinhismind・TheGgureofPozzoshowsthe  
possibilitYthatthetimelessnessinthedarkcomesoverusasifsuddenlYtearlngthe  

veilofthehistoricaltime，OfthetimesequenceofordinarYtlme・   

WerecallhereBeckett－swordsin‖LapelnturedesvanVtldeouleMondeetle  
Pantalon・一一 AfterwrltlngthatA・VanVeldeTspalntlngglVeStheimpressionof．Tthe  

thinglnSuSPenSe，‖‖thedeadthing，OrT’thethinglnthevoid，”andthatwhatis Il   

importantfbrA・VanⅥ1deistocatchavisioninaninnerspace，Beckettadds：  

C－estlaqueparfbisletempssTassouplt，COmmelaroueducompteurquandla  

derniとreamPOulesTiteint・C－estlaquoncommenceenBnavoir，danslenoir・ I  

DanslenolrqulneCraintplusaucuneaube・DanslenolrquleStaubeetmidi  

etsoiretnuitdTuncielvide，d’uneterre丘Ⅹe．Danslenoirqui6clairel’esprlt・  

C・estlaquelepelntrePeuttranquillementclignerdelToeil・45   

Beckettholdsthat‖thething”thatA・VanVeldedepictsinhispalntlngaPPearSin  

thedimensionwherethepoweroftimeisappeased（《1etempss’assoupit》），inthe  

timelessdimensionwheredawn，nOOn，eVenlng，andnightcoincide・Andthistemporal  

dimensionissaidtobethedarkthati11uminatesthemind（《lenoirquiiclaire  

lYesprit≫）・WtcouldsaYthatPozzoisa6gurewhoactuallyexperiencesthistimeless  

dimension．He丘rstexperiencestimeasifitwerethewheelofameter（《1arouedu  

compteur≫），butonedayitsuddenlystopsworkingwithinhimasifalightbulbdied  

out・HesuddenlYlosesthenotionoftimeandisthrownintothetimeofthedark・  

InGodbtthetemporalitYOfwaltlngisdescribedasthedurationof‖thepresent’’  

whichis”tiedto’’thefuture（thearrivalofGodot）beinginBnitelYPOStPOned・This  

temporalitYisthedurationof‖timelessnow”inthedimensionwherehistoricaltime  

issuspendedandthetimeofthedarkprevails・AndwecouldsaYthatthistemporal   
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dimensionrevealsitselfthroughthehumanbeingswhoareentrappedinendless  

Waltlng，1ntheendlessdurationof‖now，’’inotherwords，throughthehumanfinitude  

thatisexpressedandsharedbetweenactorsandtheaudienceintheatricalspace・   

WhileGodbtdepictsthetemporalitYOfwaltlngWhichexistsasarelationtothe  

future（theabsenttenseof‖thenot－YetT．），物1La5t7砂eshowsthetemporalitYOf  

rememberingwhichexistsasarelationtothepast（theabsenttenseof’’theno－mOreTT）・  

InthisplaYWhichissetin‖KrappTsden，T－adarkplacelikeacave，a‖wearisholdman一一  

Whoisneardeath（Krapp）triestorecordhisretrospectiveoftheyearonhissixtY－  

ninthbirthday；followlngthecustomwhichhehascontinuedformanyYearS・46Before  

hestartsrecording，helistenstothetapethatherecorded30YearSagO・Hehearsthe  

VOiceofhisYOungerSelfwhojustturnedto39．OntapewehearKrapp－at－39says  

thathehas）uStbeenlistenlngtOthetapeofastillearlierKrappthatwasrecordedat  

leastlOor12YearSagO・HerewerecognlZethestructureofmemorYWithinmemory；  

Ofthepastwithinthepast・ItisthestructureofnestedboxesoraplaywithinaplaY  

Whichwealso丘ndinl％iti7qPrGbdbtandBeckettTsotherworks・   

AsArendtstudiedSt・Augustineinheryouth，BeckettalsohadastronglntereSt  

inSt・Augustine・AccordingtoKnowIson，beforewritingD7um4hirioMiddH7q  

l穐men，Beckett”immersedhimselfdeepIYintheConf邑ssionsofSt・AugustineTTand  

usedmanYquOtationsfromtheCb可払ion∫inDYum．47InhislettertoMacGreevY  

in1931，Beckettdescribedhimselfas－phrase－huntlnginSt・Augustine・’Heread  

theCb可払ion∫inthetranslationofE・B・Pusey，from1907，andfromtimetotime  

consultedtheLatinoriginal．48IntheDredmnOtebook，thenotebookthathekept  

between1930and1932，We丘ndmanyquotationsfromtheCb′歩∫∫ion∫・Inthis  

notebook，We6ndBeckettpaYSattentiontoSt・Augustine’sideathatthememorY  

isastomachforthemind．49st．Augustinewrites，’’wemightsaYthatthememorY  

isasortofstomachforthemind，andthat）OYOrSadnessarelikesweetorbitter  

food，・・indicatlngtheanalogYbetweenthememorYandastomach・50 ThememorY  

isconsideredtobeacontainerwhichstoresfbod．Furthermore，St・AugustinepolntS  

outthesimilaritYbetweentheactofrememberingandthatofruminatlng；hewrites，  

”perhapstheseemotions［desire，joy，fear，andsorrow］arebroughtfbrwardfromthe  

memorYbYtheactofrememberinglnthesamewayascattlebringupfoodfromthe  

stomachwhentheYChewthecud・”Hedepictstheactofrememberingasthatof  
‖chewlngthecud，‖of－eatlngWhatisstoredinmemory151 I   

OnecouldsaYthatthisaspectofAugustinianmemoryisevokedin物‡Last  
I如e．InthesamewaYthatSt・Angustineregardsmemoryasastomachwhichcontains   
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thepastemotions，KhwILd∫t7如epresentsmemoryasatape－reCOrderwithreelsof  

tapes，thatis，aSaCOntainerwhichholdspastsensationsandimages・52AndKrapps I  

actoflistenlngtOhispastvoiceandrememberinghispastmomentscanbeseenasthe  

actofruminatlng・InlistenlngtOhispastvoice，hereflectsonhispastexperiences  

SuChassittlngOutSidebYthecanalwatchinghismother’swindowduringherdYing  

daYS，SeelngaVisiononmemorablenightinMarchattheendofjetty，andhavinghis  

lastamourinapuntdriftinglnalakebefbreagreelngtOendtherelationship・Thus  

WeSee thesubjectwho’eatsltheimagesofpastmoments，inotherwords，thesubject  

Whore－PrOducesandre－eXPeriencespastmomentsretainedinhismemoryl  

Inthisregard，itisimportanttonotethatthisplaybeginswithKrappsact 1   

0ftakingoutalargebananafromadrawerofthetable，Peelingltandeatlnglt  

meditativelywhilepaclngtOandfroattheedgeofstage・Thisactofeatlngabanana  

suggeststhattheactofeatlngandthatofrememberingthepastareinseparable  

fromeachother．KrappsactofeatlngabananaatthebeginnlngOftheplaYCanbe I  

consideredasakindofswitchthatputsKrapplnamOdeofre－1ivingthepast・Inthis  

mode，hecanbeliberatedfromthethingslnthepresent，fromtheeverydaYWithits  

depresslngrealities・Indeeda丘ereatlngthebanana，KrappstartspreparlngtOlistento  

thetapeofhispas亡・U亡terlngthewordTspool一withrelishandasmile，hestartspoking  

attheboxesandpicksupBoxthree，andopenlnglt，PeerSatthereelsinside・Then  

hetakesoutSpoolnveandpeersatit，andloadsitonthetape－reCOrderandrubshis  

handsinantlCIPation・Itisasifhewereabouttotastesomefbod・Thisscenewhere  

hearlng，taSte，tOuCh，andsightareinterestlnglymlngledwitheachotherindicatesthe  

analogybetweenrememberingandeatlng・   

ThisstrikinglmageOfeatlngabananaisrepeatedintheplay，fbrexample，When  

thevoiceofKrapp－at－39sayshehas）uSteaten［hreebananasinhisden・TheplaY  

repeatsKrappsmovementofreturnlngtOhisden，eatlngbananas，listenlngtOthe I  

tape，andreco11ectlngthepast・ButasKrapptreadsontheskinofthebanana，Slips，  

andnearlyfa11satthebeginnlngOftheplay，thisstateofindulgenceinrecollection  

symbolizedbYtheactofeatlngbananasissoondestroYed・Heisfbrcedtofacehis  

presentselfwhoisincompletesolitude，misery，anddespalr・  

IfweconsiderthattheactofeatlnglSabodilYaCt，theactofremembering  

whichisinseparable丘omthatofeatlnginKh卯iLast7砂ecanalsoberegardedas  

abodilYaCt・Rememberingtakesplaceinthebody，OrtObemorespeciGc，inthe  

weakanddeterioratlngbodYOfKrapp－at－69，thecharacterwhichphysicallYeXists  

onstage・Inthetheatricalspaceofthisplay，theactorandtheaudiencesharethe   
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bodythatruminatesor－eatsTtheimagesofthepastmomentstoredin’’thestomachTT  

（aninternalpartofthebody）whichisexternalizedasthetape－reCOrderwithreelsof  

tapes・AsUlrikaMaudeobserveS，”whatisdistinctlYBeckettianaboutthememories  

istheplainlYCOrPOrealnatureoftherecollections，TTand｝一一thepastissedimentedin  

thebodYitself：一53sotootheactofrememberingorruminatlngPaStmOmentSin  

KhwILa∫t7如einvolvesbodilYSenSeS，eSPeCiallYtOuCh，taSte，andhearlng・For  

example，rememberingthemomentsofhismotherTsdeathinvolvesthefeelof”a  

Small，01d，black，hardsolidrubberball‖thatKrapp－at－39says‖Isha11feelit，in  

myhand，untilmydYingdaY・’’Here，rememberingthemomentsofhismother’s  

deathisrememberingtheftelofthesmallba11inhishand・MemorYandtactile  
SenSationareintimatelyconnectedtoeachother・Indeed，物‡Ld∫t7砂eisfu1lof  

bodilymovementsinvoIvingtactilesensationswhichareinseparablefiomtheactof  

remembering；fbrinstance＞fumblinglnthepockets，ftelingaboutinsidethedrawer，  

StrOkingthebanana）rubbinghishands，mOVlnghislipswithoututterlnganySOund，  

touchingthebananainthepocket，andsoon・PastmomentsreturntothebodYOf  

theremembering／ruminatlngSubjectthroughbodilYSenSations・   

WさhaveseenthatArendtunderstandsAugustinianmemoryasthepowertobring  

backintothepresentthepastorlgln，T▼apastthatispr10rtOa11possibilitiesofearthy；  

mundaneexperience・’’InKhwILd∫t7砂e，tOO，thepresentexistsasarelationtoT’the  

past”thatispr10rtOa11pastmoments・ThistemporalitYISSimilartothedimension  

of”timelessnow－10rtherealmofmemorYthatArendtdiscusses・The”past‖that  

precedesallpastmomentshererecallswhatJean－LucNancYCalls‖theimmemorial’’in  

l窺itdtion（読h2einturechrdiiem∂whichisaboutPontormoTsVisitation・According  

tohim，artneVereXistsinordertocommemorateorretainmemory．Artexceedsitself  

towardwhatprecedesitorwhatsucceedsitandapproachestoward’’theimmemorialTr  

－Whatprecedesthebirth，Whatisabsentina11memoryl’’Theimmemorial‖iswhat  

isin抗ni亡elyancientanddeGnitivelypresent■Itisthisplaceandthismomentof  

provenanceandofpresencewhichwecannotreachbackbutwhichisaん研一〟b？d均一  

妨ど作．54   

KrqppILd∫t7如eapproachesthis一’past‖thatprecedesallpastmomentsinthescene  

inwhichKrapp－at－69hearsthefollowlngVOiceofKrapp－at－39fromthetape－reCOrder・  

ItisaboutthemomentinwhichheseesthevisionononememorablenightinMarch：  

SpirituallyaYearOfprofoundgl00mandindigenceuntilthatmemorablenightin  

March，attheendofthejetty；inthehowlingwind，neVertObefbrgotten，When   
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suddenlYIsawthewholething・Thevisionatlast・ThisIhncYISWhatIhave  

chieflytorecordthisevenlng‥・WもatIsuddenlysawthenwasthis，thatthe  

beliefIhadbeengoingonallmYlife，namely－［KRAPP∫WitcbeTqqin4｝d  

windf呼ePrwdrd∫u）itcbeTOnLgin］－greatgraniterocksthefoamflyingup  

inthelightofthelighthouseandthewind－gaugeSPlnnlnglikeapropeller，Clear  

tomeatlastthatthedarkIhavealwaYSStruggledtokeepunderisinrealitymy  

most‥． 
うぅ  

HereKrappcurses，turnSOffthetape－reCOrder，Windsthetapeforward，andturnson  

thetape－reCOrder・Sincehewindsthetapeforward，WedonTtknowwhathesaYSatthe  

endofthesentence・Concernlngthemomentofvisionweonlyhearsomefragments  
ofwords・Butpreciselybecauseofthis，WeSenSethehiddennatureofthedarkandits  

importancefbrKrappsexistence・Itisasifwehadaglimpseofasecret・ThememorY †  

ofthedarkwhichgroundsKrappsexistenceitselfisatonceconcealedandrevealed・ I  

HeretheplaybringsbackintothepresentthememorYOfthedark－the一’thepast一’  

thatprecedesallpastmoments，inNancyswords，一一thisplaceandthismomentof I   

provenanceandofpresencewhichwecannotreachbackbutwhichisdhuqyf－dbuめ一  

妨ど作．－’   

AIsowhenKrapp－at－69rememberstheeyesofhisloverafterlistenlngtOhisold  

tape，theseeYeSOfhersrepresent”apastthatisprlOrtOallpossibilitiesofearthy，  

mundaneexperience，”themomentofprovenancetowhichwecannotreachback：  

TheeYeSShehad！［Broodf，reaHzesheLfreCOrdi77g∫iknce，∫u）itches櫛broodf・  

薫nd妙・］EverYthingthere，eVerYthing，allthe－［Redlize∫thi∫i∫nOtbei77g  

recoYdb戎∫u｝itcheson．］Everythingthere，eVerythingonthisoldmuckball，all  

thelightanddarkandfimineandfiastingof・‥［hesiidteS］‥・theages！［ha  

∫bouム］Yts！［hu∫e．］Letthatgo！Jesus！7bkehismindoffhishomework！56   

HerewerecallthatinProu∫tBeckettrefさrstothemysterythatthenarratorinAL1  

7YCbeYrhediiien4）∫PeYdhGndsintheeyesofAlbertine；fbrsheseemsto symbolize  

‖theimmaterialrealitY，andthat7’inhernothingnessthereisactive，mySterious II   

andinvisible，aCurrentthatfbrceshimtobowdownandworshipanobscureand  

implacableGoddess－”Itconcernsthefゝctthathertemporalexistenceisendowed  

withsomethinglike‖anabstract，idealandabsoluteimpermeabilityTT一一一the  

extratemporal・一一57Inaword，AlbertineTseYeSreVealthemYSterYOftimelessness   
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envelopedintime・   

Thus，SOmeaSPeCtSOfAugustinianmemorYareeVOkedin物ゝLd∫t7如e・  

EspeciallythefbllowlngaSPeCtisimportantinourcontext：theAugustinianidea  

thatmemorylSthepowerthatbringsbackintothepresent‖apastthatispr10r  
toallpossibilitiesofearthy，mundaneexperience▼Tisevokedinthetemporalityof  

rememberingin励幼鳥LdSt7如e・ThetheatricalspaceofthisplaYlnWhichexists  

‖hereandnow‖showsthetemporaldimensionofwhatArendtterms’’rimelessnow‖  

Wherethefbrceofthepastorlglnismadepresent・   

Conclusion   

ArendtTsreadingofKafka－sparable，Whichshethinksdescribes‖thetimesensation  

Ofthethinkingego，‖showsthatshetriesto6ndthepossibilityofpoliticalthinking  

inthetemporaldimensionof”timelessnow‖experiencedinthewithdrawalfromthe  

world・ForArendt，althoughKafkalsdescrlPtlOnglVeSuStheinsightthatathought－  

eventtakesplacein’’timelessnow，．’hisdescrlPtlOnOfathought－eVentlacks‖aspatial  

dimensionwherethinkingcouldexertitselfwithoutbeingfbrcedto）umPOutOf  

humantimealtogether・’一 OnlylnSOfゝrastheexperienceof”timelessnow‖has’Ta  

spatialdimension，▼一canithaveapoliticalsignincance・Thespacemeansthespace  

thatexistsbetweenmen，thespacebasedonthepluralityofmen・Itis”thespaceof  

appearances”－‖thespacewhereIappeartoothersasothersappeartome】Where  

menexistnotmerelylikeotherlivingorinanimatethingsbutmaketheirappearance  

explicitly・‖Tbbedeprivedofitmeanstobedeprivedofreality・   

Thisobservationaboutthepoliticalpossibilityfbundintheexperienceofthe  

dimensionof‖timelessnow‖leadsustothinktha・tthepowerofBeckett’sworkto  

a脆ctpeopleinapredicamentinvolvesthefactthatBeckett’splaYSlettheaudience  

experiencethel▼timelessnow”inspace－thebodilyspacewherethehuman丘nitude  

is experienced and shared. 

UnlikeKafkaTsparable｝BeckettsplaYSdonotshowanypossibilityoftranscending I  

humanspace．Aswehaveseeninl抱iti7qjbrGodbtdnd物iLdSt7如e，Beckett’s  

playsmakepresentthetemporaldimensionof一一timelessnow‖or”thedimension  

oftheforcesoftimeT’intheconditionofwithdrawalfiomtheworldofpoliticsand  

thusindicdiethe‖sma11non－time－SPaCeintheveryheartoftime・’一ButinBeckett’s  

plaYSthetemporaldimensionof‖timelessnow一一isrevealedonlyinthespace－the  

theatricalspace＞thespacebetweenactorsandtheaudience，Orthespacethatexists  

＝hereandnow，一一inaparticularplaceandaparticulartime・   
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InBeckett－splaYS，thetemporaldimensionofTTtimelessnow‖revealsitselfinthe  

bodilYSPaCeWherethehuman丘nitudeisshared・Forinstance，in励朝貢Ld5t7如e，  

theactofrememberingtakesplaceinthebodY；thebodYaPPearSaStherelationto  

‖theno－mOre・▼一ItisthebodYthatexists‖hereandnow，一一thebodythatisentrapped  

inthetime－SPaCeOfthemortalmen（”hereandnow’’）andshowsitselfasthehuman  

finitude■Andthisbodyissharedinthetheatricalspacethatexistsbetweentheactor  

andtheaudience．Wさcansaythesamethingin協iti7qPrGbdbtwheretheactof  

Waltlngtakesplaceinthebodiesthatappearinthetheatricalspace・   

Hereweshouldnotethatthe丘ni亡udeisexperiencedinthetemporaldimension  

of”timeless now‖1iberated丘om the determination ofhistoricaltime．Itis the  

dimensionwherethefbrcesofwhatareabsent（’Ttheno－mOre”and‖thenot－yet”）are  

madepresent．Inl鞄iti懲PrGodbt，thisdimensionisshownasthetemporalityof  

Waiting（therelationto”thenot－Yet‖）andinK＊pILd∫t7砂e，aSthetemporalityof  

remembering（therelationto’’theno－mOre’一）・   

BeckettTsplayspresentthespacewherethelimiトexPerienceisshared－thelimitof  

humanlifeisexperiencedd∫thelimit・ItisthespacewherethequestionslikeTwhatis  

lifさ？’and’Whatisbeing？’areposedtotheaudienceattheboundarYOfliftanddeath．  

Inthissense，hisplayshavethepowertocommunicatetotheaudience，inparticular  

tothosewhoareinsu鮎ringanddespalr，SOmethingthat－touchesTthebasisoflifeand  

beingandawakensthehiddenfbrceoflift．  
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