Tsukuba English Studies (1996) vol. 15, 265

On Bxplelive [,

Joe Morila

[n Lhis study, | presented some picces of evidenco Lhal show the
differences among Lhe types of oxplelive (i, namely, ambient il (Amb-it),
extraposition it (Ext-ilL), and the it which goes with Raising verbs
(UsV=ilL), and discussed Lhoir proportios and relaled issues.

The firsl seclion deals with the quostion of how Lhese Lypes of it
arc disbinguished., In view ol soveral syntaclic tests, 1 arrived at the
conclusion thal bolh Amb~iL and Lxt-jb should be reparded as arguments,
while RsV-il should be a non-argument. (a "genuine” oxplotive). T argued
that, contrary to whal has beon assumed in Lhe gencrative grammar
Ltradilion, lhe consLruclion in which ExlL-il appcars cannol be Laken as
identical to Lhe one in which RsV-iL appeoars, and that a certain mechanism
for associabing Ext-1L with Lhe oxlraposed clause must be introduced.

Seclion 2 is devoled to secking (or such a mechanism., First, I
argued againsl Lhie view Lhal Lho oextraposilion conslruction has a parallel
behavior Lo Lhie conslruclion wilh a Depictive Sccondary Predicato, and
pointed oul Lhat Lhe mulual-c~command condition (which plays a crucial
role in licensing Depiclive Secondary Prodicales) 1s not sufficient to
license the exlraposilion conslruclion. Then, Laking sbructural factors
inLo consideration, I sugpgested Lhat besides the mutual-c-command
condilion, Lhere are some locality conditions imposod on the cxtraposition
conslruction,

Finally, in section 3, I returned Lo the question concerning Lhe
argument/non-argument status of explelive jt. lere, I sought to ligure
oul, tho degree of "argumenthood” in which the three Lypes of it are
graded, in Lhe hope Lhat they mighl be Lrealted in a certain uniform way.

Somo ol Lhe consequences of thig study have boen explored in my
Haster's thesis onlilled "On the English Expletive JL", submitted to

University of Tsukuba, 1985, 1 would refer Lhe interested reader Lo the
Lhiesis,
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