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Study of the categorization of ‘baby’ category
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Abstract

In order to study how the members of the society understand “baby” in their daily life, this paper
tries to analyze how that can be seen in their ordinary discourses, which were transcribed and ex-
tracted as the data from five people’s unstructured interview talks. Using the Harvey Sacks’ idea of
MCD (Membership Categorization Devise), the three aspects claimed by Sacks were examined in the
first place. Then, further characteristic aspects of ‘baby’ category, which can be observed from the
data, were pointed out and discussed. The members of ‘baby’ category only use non-verbal actions,
and thus it is the other adult members who speak for them by interpreting the non-verbal communica-
tion between the baby member and adult member. Because of such aspects, ‘baby’ category seems to
be a category of ‘marginal’ objects in our society. By studying the nature of ‘baby’ category and how
other members attribute some characteristics to it in their mundane talks, we can be informed a lot
about the mechanism of our everyday mutual understanding.
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