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Masakazu Nakai and the public sphere of Kiyoshi Miki : referring to the difference of
the attitudes towards commercial journalism among two thinkers of the Kyoto School

Yoshihiro GOTO
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Abstract

Kiyoshi Miki (1897-1945) studied in Germany and France during 1922-25, and he thought that young
scholars at the department of philosophy at University of Heidelberg had become what is called aca-
demic fool. After he had returned to Kyoto, he also found the same situation at Kyoto University as
University of Heidelberg, and he made up his mind to contribute to construct public sphere so that
Japanese scholars can discuss the common objects. In 1926 he started to make the reading circle of
Metaphysica of Aristotle. After leaving Kyoto for Tokyo, he continued to enlarge public sphere by
merging academic activities to commercial journalism.

Masakazu Nakai(1900-52) had kept in close contact with Miki until 1927 when Miki left for Tokyo.
Nakai tacitly tried to succeed the attempt of Miki, and he organized the coterie circle in order to pub-
lish the coterie magazines such as “Bi-Hihyou (Beauty and Critics) " (1930-35), “Sekaibunka (the World
Culture)” (1935-37). He also published a bi-weekly newspaper called “Doyoubi(Saturday)” (1935-37).
In this newspaper, Nakai obviously appealed to readers to write their letters to the editors. The plan of
this newspaper was thought as revolutionary, because most of space of the newspaper consisted of
letters from readers. These activities surpassed Miki. But they were interrupted suddenly by the inter-
vention of the police in Nov.1937.

Why did Nakai succeed in developing public sphere from the reading circle into such a faraway
point, that is, an interactive newspaper? Because Nakai kept distance from commerciali journalism,
though Miki was immersed in journalistic activities, Nakai could get deep insight over this Dark Age.
And we can point out the theoretical difference between two thinkers. Miki admired genius ; on the
other hand Nakai denied excessive originalities and genius.
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