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A study on the libraries of the children's halls and their staff in Tsukuba City
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The children's hall of which many children often make use in Japan is obliged to establish a
library by the article 37th of the Minimum Standard of Child Welfare Institute. Historically, the
children's hall has been playing an important part of sound growth of children. But the library of
children's hall is rarely realized as the facility to offer many kinds of juvenile cultural assets such
as good books, picture-cards and so on. And moreover, the actual conditions of the library are not
sufficiently investigated. So, in this study, we have researched on the children's reading activity and
the management of the libraries of 16 children's halls in Tsukuba City by the questionnaire.

As the result of that, we have two findings. One is that the staff of a children's hall is reluctant to
support children's reading activity in spite of maintaining some amount of books. The other is that
they have the tendency of depending on supporting of external persons to guide children's reading
activity and thinking it as out of their duties, though they realize the significance of supporting
children's reading activity and the library. Therefore, we could indicate that they need to have a total
plan to connect the perception to support children's reading actively with the way to realize it.
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