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Library Schools and Accreditation System in the US
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The accreditation system is one of the features in American higher education. Not only
institutional organizations but also professional organizations have been working as accreditation
agencies. This paper analyzes the historical developments in the standards for accreditation in
American library education in relation to the overview of higher education in the United States.
And the meaning of "profession" is also discussed in this paper, since librarian is recognized as
a profession in the present society of the United States. American Library Association has been
a role of specialized accreditation organization since 1920's in the field of library education. The
present "Standards for Accreditation of Mater's Programs in Library and Information Studies 1992"
is qualitative standards, and insists on the importance of mission, goals, and objectives which each
school has. Since library schools are affiliated with universities, the higher education arena is the part
of the social environment that affects library school most. The closing of library schools in 1990's is
discussed from an accreditation point of view.
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