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The City God cults in Ming period and their origins
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In this paper the City God cults in Sung and Ming China are considered. In Sung
times City Gods already are worshiped officially but other Gods also are worshiped in
such cases as pray for rain or fine weather. But position and services of City God in
Taoist Rituals reflect another tradition of City God cults. In this paper essay Yi-jian
Zhi (3E3) and criminal code in Taoist Canon are considered. City God’s hierarchy
reflected in Taoist official documents which are issued in Huang-lu Zhai (& &%)
affected in the hierarchy of City Gods which is coded in imperial edicts of Ming Hong
-wu ti (BERF) . And City God’s services in the Huang-lu Zhai affected the services
in the worships of unrelated and revengeful ghosts which are established in Ming
official ritual codes. At last inscriptions written at celebration of temple reconstruc-
tion in latter Ming are considered and these facts are indicated that the traditions of
popular cults of City Gods have been existed irrespective of the systematization of City
Gods cult by imperial offices in early Ming.
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