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Abstract

The HCF argument ("highest common factor argument") claims that if the direct object that is per-
ceptually experienced can be the same whether the perceptual experience is veridical or not, then, the
common object (HCF: "highest common factor") cannot be external and it must be internal. From a
natural realistic (common-sense realistic) point of view, Hilary Putnam points out in "The threefold
Cord: Mind, Body, and World" that the argument is incoherent. He proposes that we abandon the idea
and accept "the disjunctive view of perception". This article examines Putnam's idea of the HCF argu-
ment. First, I will review Putnam's idea of the HCF argument. Next, I will point out that there is a
problem in his idea. Then, I will argue that in spite of this problem, his argument is valid because it
shows how common sense functions in the case of settlement of disputes. Finally, I will argue that if we
wish to use common sense to settle a problem, in addition to the condition that it is not necessary for
everyone to agree on common sense, there is another necessary condition that common sense differs
case by case.
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