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Communication of affective state through the hand-drawn line-figures
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Abstract

In this study, we investigated the possibility of the communication of our affective state as mediating
with hand-drawn figures which were drawn to express each of six affection words: stable, worm, sad,
light, stimulate, and beautiful. In experiment 1, 20 participants were asked to draw line figurers for
each six words and evaluated the drawing results by themselves with five point scales, then 36 figures
among them were selected for the following experiments. In experiment 2, group A (39 participants)
were asked to associate each of the 36 figures to the one of the 6 affection words. In experiment 3,
group B (39 participants) evaluated each figures with respect to the six words by semantic differential
method. And in experiment 4, group C (42 participants) evaluated each figures with respect to ten
shape-expression words. Experiment 1-3 showed that “stimulate” and “stable” were the words which
were well drawn and well communicated through the figures, on the other hand, “beautiful” was the
word which was difficult to draw and to communicate through the figures. Experiment 3-4 showed that
shape characteristics (curvedness, regularity, complexity, and slenderness) and some of the impres-
sion words had strong relationships.
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