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Translation novels of Haruki Murakami & Jun-iti Watanabe and Chinese modern society
—— The way of acceptance of Japanese Literary Arts in China (2) ——

Dongyuan Kang
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The translation of Japanese literary works in China has been characterized as having 3 stages
since Chinese economic reform. They involve the translation of Seityou Matumoto’s works from
the end of 70s to the end of 80s, the translation of Haruki Murakami’s works featuring “Murakami
phenomenon” at the end of the 80s and the new translation wave of Jun-iti Watanabe’s novels
from the end of 90s to present day.

In this essay, the author explores the receptiveness of these Japanese translations (Murakami’s
youth story and Watanabe’s love story ) in China, their associations with Chinese modern
literature, and its current society while introducing the translating works into China. It can be
concluded that the new generation seems afflicted to an unprecedented degree with the inner
vanity and isolation; even the middle-aged are encountering a sort of subtle emotional crisis with
the economic boom. These circumstances have lead the Japanese love stories and the youth novels
to be broadly successful in China.
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