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A display medium in the new era: Electronic Paper

—Present status and evaluation study of e-paper—
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Electronic paper (e-P) is a display medium which is believed to aim at the ideal media with the
advantages of display and paper.

On this concept, e-P has attracted various expectations and interests of people. Also, a rapid progress
has been made in the technological development in this area.

This report consists of two parts: First, essential factors asked for the e-P and the realized forms of
these factors were summarized. Then the present existing state of the technological development was
outlined. Second, an experiment (8 participants, reading in short time) was carried out to evaluate four
types of display media: an e-P book (LIBRIe, SONY), a CRT, a LCD and a pocket book. Then a ques-
tionnaire was administered to survey the task and the usage of the e-paper in the future from 20 stu-
dents in the University of Tsukuba.

The results of the experiment in the comfortable reading suggested, that the e-P book was not as
good as the pocket book but better than the CRT and LCD. On the other hand, in the easy handling, the
e-P was inferior to the pocket book, CRT and LCD.

The answers of the questionnaire confirmed the experimental results, and suggested that people
were not so familiar with the e-P book by that time.
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