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The Student’s Consciousness For “Death”
The study about the cause of death and the life

Kunihiko FUJISAWA, Atsushi KURIHARA*

Recently, the health education is trying to instruct the more positive way of life through the
studying of “death”, which was tabooed problem taking in education before. ‘So, we did this study in
order to have these basic data.

The survey on the consciousness for “death” was conducted with 631 college students (male : 534,
female : 97) by the questionnaire method. Questions were the life, the cause of death, and the reasons
which students forecasted, and which they hoped.

The following results obtained :

1) The chief items of the cause of death which college students foréecasted were “cancer”,
“senility”, “heart disease” and “cerebrovascular disease”.

2} The life expectancy forecasted by college students were 65.7 (male) and 67.6 (female). Both of
them were lower than the life expectancy of Japanese.

3) The chief reasons of the cause of death or the life forecasted by college students were
“heredity”, “constitution” and “behavior of life”.

4) The chief items of the cause of death hoped by college students were “senility”, “heart disease”
and “unexpected accidents”.

5) The life expectancy hoped bs} college students were 72.9 (male) and 69.1 (female). Both of them
were over the life forecasted, but were lower than the life expectancy of Japanese.

6) The chief reasons of the cause of death or the life hoped by college students were “don’t feel like
dying painfully”, “feel like dying peacefully or calmly” and “don’t want to put others to troubles”.

All this, the college student’s consciousness of the death was not appropriate to the life and the
cause of death. So, it is necessary to approach the college students to change these consciousness.
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5.6% 40-49 6.2%
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30.7% 70-79 37.1%
14.6% 80-89 26.8%
2.5% 90-99 1.0%
1.1% 100- 0.0%
0.4% Others | 0.0%
1.3% NQswer 0.0%

Male:n=534
Average:65.7

Fig. 1

Female:n=97

Average:67.6

Actual state of the forecasted life

Tablel Actual state of the forecasted cause of death (%)
Sex Male Female Total
Items n=534 n=97 N=631
1. Cancer 25.3 28.9 25.8
(except lung cancer)
2. Senile decay 14.4 21.6 15.5
3. Lung cancer 14.0 2.1 12.2
4. Heart disease 12.5 7.2 11.7
5. Cerebrovascular disease 10.3 12.4 10.6
6. Traffic accident 5.8 10.3 6.5
7. Unexpected accident 2.9 3.1 3.0
(except traffic accident)
8. General disease 2.2 5.2 2.7
9. Hypertention 2.1 2.1 2.1
10. Death in battle 1.7 1.0 1.6
11. Pneumonia, Bronchitis 1.5 2.1 1.6
12. Cirrhosis, Liver disease 1.3 1.0 1.3
13. Diabetes 1.1 0.0 1.0
14. Commit suicide 0.9 0.0 0.8
15. Nephritis, Nephrotic syndrome 0.6 2.1 0.8
16. Murder, Assassination 0.7 0.0 0.6
17. Enthanasia 0.4 0.0 0.3
18. The others 1.3 0.0 1.1
19. No answer 0.7 1.0 0.8
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Items 0 50.0%
]
No.1l Cancer 39.3%
(contain lung cancer)
No.2 Senile decay 14.4%
No.3 Heart disease 12.5%
No.4 Cerebrovascular disease 10;3% '
NO.5 Unexpected accident 8.8% n=534
(contain traffic accident)
Fig.2 Male’s forecasted cause of death: above 5 items
Items 50.0%
No.l Cancer 30.9%
(contain lung cancer)
No.2 Senile decay 21.6%
No.3 Unexpected accident 13.4%
(contain traffic accident)
No.4 Cerebrovascular disease 12.4%
No.5 Heart disease
T n=97

Fig.3 Female's forecasted cause of death: above 5 items

b, $iz, BTSN LHERDS B LUD D%
MRLeD0BH 2, M3 TH2, BTrogs, B
178 TEMESTEY (BhsA &)y 39.3% Tk
&<, 2flEFE 14.4%, 3N {RE12.5%,
4 7 TRXME R 10.3%, 5L TREOER (B
BEREET) ) 8.8%DIEC K> T\w5H, BEA
BOWEER T, 20RBTFOHE, I 11
2 T A, T23.8% LIEMIZR U TH B 53,
UT 267 TOERL 19.2%, 347 "M EE,
19.1%, 4L THi%K, SEXH,8.2%, 541 TE
H,4.6%, 601 "REDOHEH, 3.1%THY, JH
ROE D SR S TE BN L SN D, FAEE
ADOTFHl & BEEOEROMER P EELKT 2 2

LIITE RV, BFEEDOFERCDWTOTH
Tk "TENFEY TEE TREROERL 581
HEan, DOEERL TRMERE, TRiR-REX
K FEEEOHE R TREZIEEDOTFHEITL 2%
Ve WFOEE, B 1 TElFEEY WA
2E1)30.9%, 2L TEE,21.6%, 3L TR
BOHE, 13.4%, 447 TRMERE. 12.4%,
507 TINER T2%DIETH 258, RIHEES
DOHERSFTH 2 &, 1AHT INIME B 122.8%,
262 TLER,21.9%, 34 TEMSEAEY),16.2%,
40 TEFE, 9.5%, 5S4 TR -REXRK, 6.9%
ThY, "TEOBH, Z1.7%T8UTHE, B



TR, TEMHAY, TERE TREROEG N
T2 BHIEL, "I RER, DIRES WY
2 FRIZELEROHE &0 D TRIZREOER
Ldvh o Ty, BlLEofl, "TERICDWL TR
2D FRHBEF0.9%, LF0BTHSZ DN
L, BAEEOHSTFCHETF2.4%, TF1A%TH
D, FEOTFROHTMENT &, iz TRES,
CEEZE, &\ o - EAEOHERREHCA SR
FRE DT TVWBFEENNSE I EENEH SN
5,

Wiz, FAENE S OFMPFEE FHIL 725
PRPHEBELTHIT 20N, £2ThHhs, B
ZEh, WREOTLEHL T TEE, Kfy &
WolERKNEEEE2R DL DT, WTHS
DOREFIREL S TZ20HIEE D> TS, £
FENZEENES S HiF sl 3MIEEFHE
BEOBE,, Ze7E TREY) 2 REE, ol
5 DEEBENLERATH >, ichiFshi:
HHEPFEDOTALE, TRFE THEES, O &
S e, TRNERZE» S, TRAk
D& B REMEREE, THwE 0X5 %
EAERA 2 B A S T,

FREHITES ST UTHE L2, B
BIELE XD R, HITFsEEIEEL,

— 195 —

LUATHD, L OEIFBICEHBEFER 07 D B
MIZUDEZ TR Elb o7,

WEHToNELTFRRT L, #FhzEh
OFRFER R OCFHER L OES A THRT, F
HFER & LT THidtAy 2571720 THIL
F- BRI 100 ICH- TR D, FHLT
63.0RTH o7 7L CFRIEEEIZNEE DB
EHITTHDENRTTZT69E (89.6%) ZDiF-
TEY, BELBRARERL TEZL T EEN
JEFICH, FEBER & LT TEBUFEY (s
ARBEL) ) BH T B3RO THIL 72 Hemida2
B S 100RICE > TB D, FH66.5TH o720
Z L CFHEER TEBE-RRL 39.3%, "#iEE
boTWw3, 20.2% TREERZ25,-15.3%
BETHY, IIREOBAC L BIEOHENKE
S HebTndLIThs,

FHFER E LT TERL 2T BT4LOT
HIL 7B IZ20m 2 5 100 ICE->TH D, Tty
65. 0 TH o7, 2 LTFHERIT "HIEED -
T3, 39.2%, THEEROBVAGEZ L TW»A,
25.7%7%2 ETH Y, BEEZHPEFRBRE VN ST
REREHONEMN I DM Z D,

FRZFEA & LT TRINERER, % HF7E6TH
DOFRHFEMIZELS10EICE->TE D, P

Table2 Actual state of the forecasted reason (%)
Sex Male Female Total
Items n=>534 n=97 N=631
1. Heredity, Lineage 20.2 39.2 23.1
2. Have a sympton 18.5 13.4 17.7
3. Excessive smoking 12.9 1.0 11.1
4. Unappropriate eating style 8.8 8.2 8.7
5. General tendency 6.7 6.2 6.7
6. Intemperance 6.4 3.1 5.9
7. Healthy 5.6 6.2 5.7
8. Reckless character 3.6 6.2 4.0
9. Social conditions 3.0 3.1 3.0
10. Dream, Luck, Prophecy, Palm 2.6 4.1 2.9
11. Excessive stress 3.2 0.0 2.7
12. Natural term of life 2.1 5.2 2.5
13. Public nuisance 2.4 2.1 2.4
14. Moderation 2.2 0.0 1.9
15. Live on high probability 2.1 1.0 1.9
16. Excessive drinking 2.1 0.0 1.7
. 17. Injurious substance in food 2.1 0.0 1.7
18. Excessive work 1.7 0.0 1.4
19. In some way 4.5 3.1 4.3
20. The others 2.4 0.0 2.1
21. No answer 1.1 1.0 1.1
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Average:69.1

Fig. 4

Actual state of the hoped life
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Table3 Actual state of the hoped cause of death (%)
Sex Male Female Total
Items n=534 n=97 N=631
1. Senile decay 51.1 36.1 48.8
2. Heart disease 14.4 26.8 16.3
3. Unexpected accident 11.4 10.3 11.3
4. Cerebrovascular disease 4.5 13.4 5.9
5. Commit suicide 2.6 3.1 2.7
6. Murder, Assassination 3.0 0.0 2.5
7. Disease dying at once 2.2 3.1 2.4
8. Cancer 2.2 2.1 2.2
9. Death in battle 1.7 2.1 1.7
10. General disease 0.9 3.1 1.3
11. Euthanasia 1.3 0.0 1.1
12. Another disease 0.9 0.0 0.8
13. The others 0.9 0.0 0.8
14. No answer 2.6 0.0 2.2
Items 0 50.0%

No.1 Senile decay

No.2 Heart disease

No.3 Unexpected accident

No.4 Cerebrovascular disease

No.5 Murder,Assassination

Fig.5
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Items

0 50.0%

No.1l Senile decay

No.2 Heart disease

No.3 Cerebrovascular disease

NO.4 Unexpected accident

No.5 Commit suicide

Disease dying at once

General disease

36.1%

26.8%

[ 13.4%

10.3%
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Fig.6 Female’s forecasted cause of death: above 5 items
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Table4 Actual state of the hoped reason (%)
Sex Male Female Total
Items n=>534 n=97 N=631
1. Don't feel like dying painfully 35.6 52.5 38.2
2. Feel like dying peacefully or calmly 17.4 8.2 - 16.0
3. Don’t want to put others to troubles 12.2 26.8 14.4
4. Feel like trusting natural term of life 10.9 9.3 10.6
5. Feel like dying while sleep 9.0 12.4 9.5
6. Don't want to live long 6.9 13.4 7.9
7. Feel like dying after do one’s part 6.7 5.2 6.5
8. Feel like dying looking well and 6.4 2.1 5.7
manfully
9. Because average cause of death 5.6 4.1 5.4
10. Don’t want to feel pain because of a 5.4 4.1 5.2
struggle and down for a lifetime
11. Don’t want to live till grow senile 5.1 4.1 4.9
12. Feel like dying on one’s favorite place 4.5 2
13. Feel like dying while watching by 3.9 9.3 4.8
spouse
14. Want to live long at any rate 3.9 2.1 3.6
15. Want to live till over the point 2.4 1.0 2.2
16. Feel like dying with regrettable 2.2 2.1 2.2
17. Feel like dying of one’s own will 2.1 3.1 2.2
18. Fell like dying beautifully 1.5 6.2 2.2
19. Feel like dying after left a legacy 2.2 0.0 1.9
20. Feel like dying with work at the risk 2.2 0.0 1.9
of one’s life
21. Don'’t want to die putting to shameful 1.9 2.1 1.9
conduct
22. Feel like dying after enjoyed one’s old 1.7 3.1 1.9
age
23. Bcause of dream, prophecy or luck 0.9 3.1 1.3
24. Feel like dying with a spouse 3.1 1.
25. Feel like dying after ascertain the 0.6 1.0 0.6
change of the world
26. Feel like dying within a energetic 0.3 2.1 0.6
27. There is nothing for live but to dead 0.6 1.0 0.6
28. In some way 0.7 1.0 0.8
29. The others 2.6 2.1 2.5
30. No answer 0.3 0.0 0.3
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