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Hargreaves’ approach to the history of popular sport in Britain . with
especial reference to the theoretical aim and structure of ‘Hegemony’

ABE Ikuo

John Hargreaves' “Sport, Power and Culture. A Social and Historical Analysis of Popular Sports in Britain”
(1986) is probably the most comprehensive work for the history of British popular sports that is written
by being based on the thesis of ‘Hegemony’ . Since 1957 onward, in Britain, the economic determination of
Marxist theory, especially a model of base and superstructure, has been criticized by the culturalists such
as E. P. Thompson and Raymond Williams, and in its stead Antonio Gramsci's ‘hegemony’ has attracted
their concerns as an available tool for the analysis of culture since the late 1970’s. Hegemony is a state of
domination that is achieved by the subordinate groups’ spontaneous consent which is brought by the domi-
nant groups’ intellectual and moral leaderships in the ‘civil society’ distinguished from ‘political society’ as
a coercive device for direct control. This study analyses the structure of Hargreaves' hegemony-thesis by
focusing his works describing the relationships between sport and hegemony. It tries to seek the reason
why the hegemony-thesis has been chosen by him as an approach for the analysis of British popular sports
through the criticisms against functionalism, interactionism, critical theory of Frankfurt school, and Ailth-
usserian approach to the structuralist Marxism. It also examines the reason why the hegemony-thesis
seems to be useful for the analysis of British sport as a popular culture by investigating the theore.tical sig-
nifications of the autonomy of culture and sport, the formation of ‘common sense’ , and the process of frag-
mentation / incorporation /integration. Finally it sees the way how the history of British popular sports

could be re-constructed or de-constructed by the usage of hegemony-thesis.
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