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A Study on the Appropriate Seasons of Toshiya Competitions

IRIE Kohei

Toshiya is a kind of long distance shooting at a distance of 118 meters through 5
meters high and 2,2 meters wide passage at the verandah of the “Sanjyusangendo” Temple's
in Kyoto and Edo (Tokyo).

Toshiya started in the beginning of 17 century and was practised until the middle of
the 19 century as a kind of competition prosperously.

Archers improved their shooting skill, their instruments and the way of their training in
order to set better records.

The records of Toshiya was very affected by the seasons and weather conditions, be-
cause the verandah was opened and the used time was very long, (the longest time 24
hours, the shortest time 1 or 2 hours).

This study examine this question under the following points of view.

A —Collecting and analysis of the previous old literatures.
B— Analisis of the time of the years in which Toshiya was mostly practised.
C—The comparison between the weather conditions of Kyoto and Yokyo.

The exact data of weather conditions in Edo era are not available, so I used the corres-
ponding data of present-day.

The results :

@ It is.referred in the prevous old literatuers that the best season for carrying out
Zendo-Oyakazu {(shooting a great number of arrows at the distance of 118 meters in the
time of 24 hours) is from the end of April until the beginning of May .in the lunar
calendar.

(@ The time of real peak of Zendo-Oyakazu competitions was from the end of May until
the beginning of June in the solar calendar.

(@ The first peak of Hyakusha (shooting 100 arrows through this verandah) was from
the middle of May until the middle of June, and the second peak was from the end of
October until the middle of November in the solar calendar.

@ The temperature, the amount of rain, the during of day and night time and the direc-
tion of the wind in Kyoto and Takyo (Edo) are totally examined with the result that the
point @ until @ are appropriate.
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