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Study on the international competitive level of Japanese winter sport :
View from the “Medal Share” in the Winter Olympic Games
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to obtain basic information for designing of the long term
development program of Japanese winter sport. The “Medal Share” of past five Winter Olympic
Games was analyzed to clarify the international competitive level of Japan.

The results were as follows: 1) Position of the international competitive level of Japan was the
twelfth. It positioned the third group, which composed from the ninth to the fifteenth NOC (National
Olympic Committee) on average medal share in the Winter Olympic Games. 2) GER, the first
ranked NOC kept a large share of the medals, which is outstanding. And GER has a lot of strong
disciplines. For each strong discipline, they won around twenty-five to fifty percents of the medals.
3) Each NOC of the second group, which composed from the second to the eighth on average
medal share, has multiple strong disciplines. They kept the first or the second medal share in each
discipline.

We concluded that in order to develop the international competitive level of Japan, strong
disciplines of Japan such as nordic combined, ski jumping, speed skating and short track speed
skating should be strengthen further.
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