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A Sociological Study on the Change of “Buraku” (Region)
with the Ski-Area Development

——A case of Taranokidai ski-area in Kusibiki town, Yamagata Pref.——

Koji KANO

The aim of this sfudy is to clarify the factors of movement to develop the ski-area in a region and
to know the effect of it precisely. To accomplish the aim, it is very important to see the development
from the veiw of regional life. ‘

In 1970s, the agricultural policy was changed, then dwellers of Taranokidai area began to think
of their life. In 1979, they made a small ski-area, and sat up a ski lift in 1984. At the same time, they
organized the management cooperation of ski-area. The cooperation employed young men as lift
operators in Taranokidai-region.

There are two types of buisinesses in Taranokidai ski area. One is entrusted business by Kusibiku
town. The other is independent business of Taranokidai. The contents of entrusted business is to
operate and manage the ski lift. To manage a restaurant and parking areas are independent business.

One of the factors of the ski area development in this area is the change of regional life caused
by the agricultural policy. Most obvious effect is that the young men can live in the region through

a year.

Key words: Region, Development, Life, Ski-area
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