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A tendency of dance works won in a international creative dance contest

Akiko ZUSAWA, Yuko HAYASHI*,
Yoshiyuki MATSUURA, Miki WAKAMATSU, and Ituko WADA**

The purpose of this study was to clarify a tendency of dance works won in a international creative
dance contest. The problems were solved through analyzing characteristics of dance movements and
investigating the images of the dance in semantic space. Five prize dance works which were accepted
by judges in The Fourth Saitama International Creative Dance Contests at Saitama Kaikan were
selected for this study. The dance works, about 12 minuts each were filmed on 8mm video tape in
January, 1989.

In order to analyze a tendency of movements in the dance works, amounts of movement
time(seconds) to be used in the works were measured by the five points of views such as kinds of dance
movements, touch of a person to a person, movements in unison, touch of a person to floor, and time
and space were measured. While, in order to measure a tendency of dance images in those, the 46
semantic differencial scales which were originally developed by authors were utilized. One hundred
twenty five college students responded to 46 semantic differential scales in each of 5 different concepts
as stimuli. Multivaliate statistical analysis procedures were applied. As the results, the following
inferences were derived;

1. In kinds of dance movements of the 5 dance works, amounts of movement time in staying in
space and steps were found to be used much more than the other kinds of dance movements in each
dance work. However, those of jump, turn, and balance movements were found to be used less than
the others. It was suggested that the movements of small amounts of time were composed as accents
for dance works.

2 . Amount of movements time used in touch of a person to person, movements in unison, touch of
a person to floor, and compound movements were found differences among dance works. It was
suggested that these movements were elements for charactarizing the dance works.

3 . Significant differences of images between dance works were found in lucidity, energy, and
flexibility -dimensions in semantic space. It was suggested that each dance work was unique.

4 . All five dance works were imaged in the directions to beautiful in beauty dimension as a
important factor in dance, and the direction to individual in individuality dimension as a social
element. It was suggested that the dance works were higher levels in the creativity and dance

technique. _
5. The prize dance works were found to be closely relationship between the contents of dance
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works and the dance movements and semantic images.

Therefore, it was found that the prize dance works had each characteristic in the dance

movements and the images. Furuthermore, in the works the inventions of choreographers expressed

through higher levels dance techniques.

Hence, it is inferred that a tendency of dance works won in a international creative dance contest

is clarified through analyzing dance movements and semantic images in dance works.

Key words : Dance, Images, Movement analysis, Factor analysis, Semantic differential method,

Dance works and International creative dance contest
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