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A Study of the Spatial Ideas of Kamite and Shimote
Drawm from a Comparison of the Hesiod to the Kojiki
and the Nihonshoki.

Miki WAKAMATSU

The purpose of this study is to cliarify the traditional Japanese stage traits of Kamite “and Shimote. In

Kabuki dancing, the two sides, left and right, have great importance. For example, dancers must alwaya walk
left foot first. In appearing on stage, they do so only from stage right. ( This does not épply to certain special
scenes such as ghost scenes.) .

In Japanese, stage left is called Kamite and stage right is called Shimote. These are references to a
combination of horizontal and vertical, rather than to purely horizontal direction—Kamite is the upper left
side, and Shimote is the lower right side.

The use of the terms Kamite and Shimote were current from the 18th century, with the rise of the

popularity of Kabuki. The idea has been traced back even further to the reign of the Emperor Tenmu (697
7706), when the Kojiki and the Nihon-shoki histories of Japan were written.This paper examines these
histories and compares them to the Hesoid Theogony, an occidental source, in order to understand the
meaning of Kamite and Shimote.

1. The first section compares spatial ideas between the Hesiod and the Kojiki. - .

The Hesiod describes three worlds clearly, Uranus, Gaea and Tartarus, which existed vertically and at the
same distance apart. The Kojiki describes three worlds Takamagahara ( a heavenly plateau ), Nakatsu-kuni,

( a central world ), and Neno-kuni ( a world below, at the roots of things ), which are organized on a slight
incline from top to bottom, rather than completely vertically.
In each volume, words and phrases describing vertical space were gathered and compared.
The Hesiod used words describing vertical space in terms of high and iow 66.7%.
The Koiiki only referred to vertical space in this manner 21.9%.

In the Kamiyo section of the Kojiki, the horizontal words “right” and “Left” were seen twenty-seven
times, but in the Hesiod, only twice. ‘

Patterns of succession to the throne and figures of monsters were compareed. Succession in the Hesiod
consisted of the son usurping the throne from his father. Succession in the Kojiki was disputed between
brothers and sisters. As for monsters, the Hesiod’s Chimaira has three heads disposed vertically: the: Kojiki’-
s Yamata Serpent has eight heads, disposed horizontally.

II. The second part considers both the horizontal and the vertical, in the Kojiki and Nihonshoki.

In sum, the left was respected as a connotation of the east, where the sun rises. Thus the upper left and
the east were combined in the idea of Kamite. It is thought that the influence of the Chinese theory of yin
and yang may also have played a part in the combination of a side of the stage with a certain direction.
1II. . This part is discussion of: traditional. Japanese stage traits which must be developed in the future and
applied to modern dance. - o )
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