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v Phllosophlcal Investigation on the Bodmess in the
Concept of Physical Educatlon

—— Critical Analysis on Japan'esé A‘rgunieht of the
Body in Physical Education —

- Tomihiko SATOH

It is a matter of common knowledge that the Japanese word corresponding to physical education,
that-is “TAIIKU”, came into being as:an educational .concept ‘in thelatter half of the eighteen-
seventies. Although “TAI” in Japanese means “Body” ‘and “IKU” means “to educate”, if we try to
solve the concept of physical education, we should try to clarify the concept of education rather than
body. Because the foundation of the meaning of physical education lies in' the coricept of ‘education.

But a characteristic trend of thé arguments on the concept of physical education in Japan is-the
fact that the existing studies have been concentrated on the noun “body” and a peculiar domain on
the philosophical research to the “body” has been made up. )

This study first aims to clarify the Japanese properties of this. domain, moreover to grasp the
reasonable meaning of “bodiness” in the concept of physical education. . .

The tendency to substantialize bodiness and the emphasis on monism of mind' and body are
Japanese characteristics -on the philosophical theories to the “body”. But these’ arguments contain
some issues undermining the foundation of the concept of physical education. .

The consideration of the bodiness in physical education should be placed.a focus on the point that
the “physical” in physical education is an adjective or an attribute. The bodiness in physmal education
should be understood on the categorlc basis of é‘iwamg used by Aristotle. :
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