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Teaching Games for Understanding (TGFU) in England

— to Consider Subject Matter Contents and Teaching Methods

in Tactical Games Approach—

OKADE Yoshinori and YOSHINAGA Takeshi*

In these 20 years, one can simply find new approaches in teaching games in physical

education in some countries. for example in England, in USA and in Australia. that have
strong influence on curriculum reform in physical education. Typical and most accepted one

of

sueh is the tactical approach named TGFLU {Teaching Games for Understanding) in

England. In Japan. but. total image of such tactical approach isn't shown vet and possibilities
and limits of it aren’t also discussed.

Therefore. the purpose of this study lies in getting the total image of TGFU on

curriculum level and instructional level. To this aim. four materials on TGFU are selected.
Those are:

1)
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1)
2)
3)
4)

1)

3

—

4)

Spackman, L. (Ed.) (1983} Teaching Games for Understanding. The College of St. Paul
and St. Mary. Cheltenham.

Thorpe, R. et al. {1986) Rethinking Games Teaching. Depariment of Physical Education
and Sports of Technology Loughborough: Leucestershire.

Almond, L. (Ed.) (1989) The Place of Physical Education in School. Kogan Page: London.
Almond. L. (Ed.) (1997 Physical Education in Schools. 2nd. ed. Kogan Page: London.

These are analvzed from the following four aspects:

The reason why TGFU is developed and its developing process.

Typology of sport disciplines and the position of tactics in it.

The svstem of tactics as subject matter content.

Theory on developing teaching materials in TGFU

These aspects are needed to ascertain suggestions of TGFU to games teaching in Japan.
relation to each of these four points, the followings are suggested:
Initiators of TGFU have recognized importance of tactical awareness and focusing on low
achieved children’s games performance in physical education.
In TGFU, sport disciplines are classified based on lactical tasks into four categories such
as invasion. net-wall, fielding run scoring and target. It proposed also to select materials
on this typology.
Tactics in TGFU are divided at first into offensive and defensive tasks. There is also a
pair of categories such as on-the-ball skill and off-the-ball movement.

As the procedures to develop teaching materials in TGFU. four steps are suggested such
as sampling, modification-representation, modification-exaggeration and tactical complexity.
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These characteristics of TGFU suggest the following points:
1) On the curriculum revel. we have to focus on tactics as subject matter content in games

teaching.

2) On the instructional level, we have to be aware of importance to give chances of tactical
awareness in instruction and also to organize learning process to be proficient in skill in

relation to tactics.

On the other hand, we have to recognize limits of TGFU suggested from critical point
of view. Based on such critics. we need to build up a system of subject matter content from
the aspect of tactics and to develop the adequate instructional model and evaluating tool of

learning outcomes.
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LG ENL A A A VOBER 3 IIMEE
T s —2rALARIIHESNLS DT TR
Wik, ¥hbi, ETLHMEHEKLYXE
ﬂi(ﬁiﬁ’,ft%f'biﬁ?ﬁrﬁl?ﬁﬁ”‘ﬁg{tﬂ?
FHIOLTEALIICCIELHESN T
(., Folo, WoiE, HLVBSEERITE
ZHiGEL ATV FOEE BARY L
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