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1Introduction   

Therehavebeenmanystudiesonthecharacteristicsofthepronunciationofa  

SeCOndorforeign］anguagefromvariousangles（Forthereviewofliteratureon  

thisissue，SeeSekiya1994）．Butitseemsthatthoroughresearchonprosodic  

errorsaremoreorlessneglectediIlthe鮎1dofappliedlingulStics．Themain  

COnCernOfthispaperisproblemsconcemlngprOSOdicerrorsinEnglishpro－  

ducedbytheJapaneseanditsimplicationforpronunciationteaching1   

2 Aims  

ThepurposeoftheresearchistoanalyzevariousaspeCtSOfEnglishpronunci－  

ationproducedbyJapan¢SeSPeakers，andtoexplorereasonabIeandpractical  

instruCtionmethodstoirnprovetheirpronunciationofEnglish．Basedonthe  

findings，thetop）CStObetaughtwi11beabletobeselected，prioritizedand  

arrangedinasuitableorder・   

ThispreJimInarypaPerhastwoaims＝   

轟JwouldlikeEOthankGuyPerriIlg（TheBridshCouncil．Tbkyo）forkindlycorrectingmy  
English．   
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（1）togivearoughsketchofEnglishpronunciationerrorsproduc巳dbythe  

Japan亡Se，  

（2）tofindabasisforapossibleinstruCtionmethodonthebasisoftheresults  

obs亡nJed．   

Asmentionedabove，themainfocusconcentratesonprosodicerTOrS．ThisJS  

PartlybecausetheaspectsofprDSOdicerrorsorspeeChmelodyhavenotbeen  

investlgatedsu托cientlylnCOmparisonwithsegmentalerrors，Theotherreason  

isthatprosodicerrorsaremoredirectlyrelatedtospeeChcomprehensibilityand  

intelligibility・ThesetwofactorsemphasISetheirnportanceofexamimngthese  

aspectsinprosodicerrors．   

3 MetI10d  

3．1Parti亡ip且nb  

6femalejuniorcollegestudentspaftlCIPatedinthisresearch・Al1thepartici－  

PaJltSWerenativespeakersofrIbkyoStandardJapanese・Astotheirbackground  

OfEnglisheducation，theyhaveleamedEng）ishsincetheyenteredjuniorhigh  

SChool，Whichamountsto7－8yearsintotal．AsisoftenthecaseinJapan，howL  

ever，theirEnglishproficiencylevelwasnotveryhighinsplteOfthe）engthof  

theireducationperiod．   

The6part）CIPaJltSattendedanEnglishPhoneticsCourseglVenbytheau－  

thorin1999．Theywereselectedbecausedleyattendedthecourseregularly  

（almosteverytime），andhadhadtheexperienceofcc・rreCtionoftheirEnglish  

promunciation．  

Itiswo仙statingherethattheparticIPantSOnlyreceivedaword－1evelin－  

StruCtionofEnglishpronurlCiationinth巳COurSe・Namely，theywerenotin－  

formedoftheprosodicsystemofEnglishboththeoreticallyandpractical1y■   

3．2 Material  

Atwo－PageteX・tPnntedinA4sizepaperwashandedouttothepartlClpantS・  

ThetextcoTISistsof502wordsand32sentencesintotal，1twastakenfroma  

highschooIEngtishtextbookforfirstyearstudents・Thereforethetextitself  

WaSPreSumablyeasyforthemtounderstandlAcassettetapeOnWhichthetext   
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hadbeenrecordedbyamaleAmericanspeakerofEnglishwasalsoprepared  

andhandedouttothem・IttookthenativespeakerapproxiaLmately4minutestD  

readthewholetextatanaturaltempo．Theen亡iretextisglVeninAPPENDIX  

forrefbrence．  

3．3 Tbsk  

ThepartJCJPantShadboththetextandthetapehandedouttogelheraweek  

beforetheconductofthe［ask．OTlthisoccasion，［heyreadthetextandheard  

thetapeforthefirsttime・Theyinformedtheexperimenter（theauthor）thatthis  

t巳XthadneverappearedinlheirEnglishtextbooksinhighschc・Ol・Theauthor  

alsoexplainedaboutwhattheyshouldprepareforanddoaweekafter．   

Thetaskimposedon［hepartlCIPantSWaStOimitatethemodelpronunciation  

OnthetapeaSeXaCtlyaspossibIe．ThepreparationperiodwasJuStOneWeek・  

TheauthordidnotinformthepafticipantSaboutwhichaspectsofpronunciaL  

tionwouldbeinvestigated．Moreover．h巳didnottellthemthatthiswouldbe  

aninvestlgationoftheirpronunciationofEngllSh・   

3．4 Pro亡edure  

Thetaskwasca血edoutasthefinaloraltestofanEnglishPhoneticsCourse．  

Thereforetheywerepresumab）ynervousanddidthetaskunderpressure・  

Inaqule亡Classroom，theparticJPantSreadoutindividual1ythetext，Which  

WaSSimultaneous）yrecordedonaDAT．   

Theirpronunciationwasassessedbytheauthor，Whoisatrainedphoneti－  

Cian．Theassessm已ntⅦaSCOnductedbylistenmgrepeatedlytotherecord巳d  

rnaterialincomparisonwiththemodelpronunciation・Sincehewasnotana－  

tivespeakerofEnglishandwasnotabletoutiIizehisintuition，theauthoronly  

COnCentratedonwhatdeviatedclearlyfromthemDdelpronunciation，WithreT  

SpeCttOSegmentalerrors，attentionwaspaidtothesoundswhichdonotoccur  

inEnglish・Asfarasprosodicerrorswereconcernedlthemainfocuswason  

locationswhereanabruptfallofpitchoccufredintheindividualsentences・  

Thiscorrespondsrough1ytotheinvestigationofspeechmelodyl   
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4 Results  

4．1Segment且1s  

Itisnottheintentionofthispapertogointothedetai1sconcemingthesegmen－  

talerrors．Thereforethefo1lowlngStatementSufnceshere．   

Asexpected，alJthesixtypeSOfpronunciationerrorsillustratedbySuenobu  

etal．（1992：146－147）10CCurredquiteafewtimesacrossthewholetextwith  

alltheparticlpantS．Inaddition，theconfusionofIl／with／一／alsooccurred．  

ThisappearStObetheresultofhypercorrection，becauseaJlofthemhadhad  

difhcultywiththedistinctionbetween／【／andIl／andhadbeeninstruCtedand  

COrreCtedbytheauthormanytJrneSinhisEnglishPhoneticsCourse．   

FortheindividualpointsofsegmentalerrorsoftheJapanese，SeeTbgo（1989）．  

4．ヱ Prosody  

The鮎stthingtobepointedoutisthattheynotalwaysbutof［ensucceededin  

PlaclngpOlntSOfthepitchfall．Itmustberememberedthattheyimitatedthe  

modelpronunciation．Itisnotthefacttha［theyreadthetextwithoutanyaural  

ref岳rence．Thereforeitislikelythattheymanagedtoperceivethepitchfa11son  

thetapeandrememberedwherethepitchhadfalleninpreparationforthetask．   

Second，itshouldbestatedinwhichaspeCttheydeviatedfromthemodel  

PrOnunCiationwithrespecttoprosody．ThemainpolntSarethefo1lowlng：  

（3）a．themagnitudeofthefallofpitchfroTr）thepeakpointtothebottom  

WaSrelativelysmall，  
b．theslopeOfthefal1waslesssteeplnCOmParisonwiththemodel  

PrOnunCiation，  
C．Chainsoftheprecedingsyllableswithoutstressimmediatelybefore  

thepitchfallwereashighinpitchasthestressedsyllable；theyoften  

assignedsuchchainsahighleveltone．  

lThesix（ypesDfpronunciatiDnerrOrSare＝  

l・VbwelAddltiorl，e・g・，L］互WayS［l］L・＋［1tll］  

2・Ⅵ〕WelSubsLitudon，巳・g・，W聖た［a～：］→【a：］  

3．Conson弧tSub血t肌ion，e．gり垂印Ⅰる］→［dz］  

4．ConsonantDele（ion．e．g．，∫ee型【mヱl→［1111  
5，WrongPauseInsem10n，e．g．．＾n2ericdrZE坤→American‖ife  
6，WrongAcceIltuation，e．g．，de■veLopmefit＋deve■lopment   
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Thelastthingaboutprosodicerrorsisthatalthoughtheylmitatedthetape，  

noneofthepartJCIPantSWereabletoproduceEnglish－1ikerhythmicpattern1ng・  

Typically，theyfai1edmoreorlesstoreducevowelswithoutstress．Asaresult，  

theyproducedeverysyllablewithequalweightjustasinJapanese．Thisfact  

indicatesthattheywerenotsensitivetoaforeignrhythmicpatternlrlgWhich  

deviatesfromJapaneser Thereforetheywerenotabletoimitatethispolnt．  

ThistendencyoftheJapaneSeisalsopointedoutinSato（1999：42－43）and  

Togo（19錮：耶・125）．   

5 Ⅰ）iscussion  

Englishhasaprosodicsystemwh巳rethepeakandbottomofpitchoccurre－  

CurSivelyJnSentenCeS・Thefal1isoftenabruptespecial1ylmmediatelyafter  

thestressedsyllablewhichisanucleus（Forth亡血也ilsDf血epTDSDdicsys－  

temofEnglish，SeeCruttenden1986，Thkebayashi1996，Watanabe1994．）．In  

thisresearch，attentionhasbeenpaidtotheseabruPtfallofpitchasmentioned  

earlier．   

Theresultsmentionedaboveindicatethatthepar亡icIPantSSuCCeededindeL  

tectlngmOStOfthefallsbutfailed［oreproducethem．This丘ndingappearStO  

haveanimplicationforEnglishpronunciationteaching．   

ApossibleexplanationforthepartlCIPantS’abilitytoperCeivethepitchfa11  

inEnglishisapositivetraJISferfromtheirnativelanguage，Japanese，Whichis  

apitch－aCCentlanguage．ThisabilityshouldbemadegooduseofininstruCtion  

OfEnglishpronunciation，becausetheteachercar）0mitthisparticulartoplCin  

teachingforJuStiBablereasons．Then，heorshecanconcentrateoninstruction  

andcorrectionofthereproductionofthepitchcon伝guration．  

Inadditiontotheabove，theteachershouldcoETeCttheinapproprlaterhyth－  

micpat【emlnginJapaneseEnglish・Thishastobedoneincombinationwith  

theinstruCtionofstressplacement，becausethesetwophenornenaclearlycor－  

relatewitheachother・Theyalsocorrelatewiththefallsofpitch・   

Lastly，itmaybeapproprlatetOSLatethefol・lowlng・IntheEnglishPhon巳tics  

CourseglVenbytheauthor，thepartJCJpantSWereneVertaughtanythingonthe－   
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OreticalissuesofEnglishprosody，atleastnotsystematical1y．Iftheyhadbeen  

taughtEnglishprosodysystematical1y，ClearlytheirabiJitytoproduceEnglish  

PrOSOdywouldhavebeensigni丘cantlybetter．ThisantlCIPationispartlybased  

OnthefactthattheparticIPantS’abilitytoperceivespeechmelodyhasbeen  

COnf行汀忙d．   

‘Con亡1udingremarks  

Whenteachingpronunciationofaforeignlanguage，Onethingmustbekept  

inmind・Thatisanempiricalfactthatthepresenceofastrongforeignac－  

CentdoesnotnecessarilyresultinreducedintelligibilityOrCOmPrehensibility  

（Munro＆Derwing1999：303）．Ontheotherhand，itisawell－knownfactthat  

intonationin鮎encethecomprehensionofspeechincomparisonwithsegmen－  

talerrors（ibid：306）．Thisshowstheimportanceofprosodyteaching，butdoes  

notnecessari1ymeanthattheinstruCtionofsegmeTltalsshouldbeneglected・  

Sinceitisunclearatpresentwhatkindsofsegmentalerrorsoutofthepossible  

maTlyerrOrSleadtodestruCtivecommunication，OneCannOtPnOritizetopJCS  

OnSegmentalsinpronunciationteaching．Researchinthisdirectionisneeded．   

TheauthorhadthoughtbeforethisresearchthattheinstruCtionofsegrnentals  

Shouldcomebeforethatofprosody・OnereasonwasthatmostJapanesehave  

moredifhcultywithsegmentalsthanprosodyandtheyusual1ycannotgetrid  

OferrorsinsplteOftheirefforts．Anotherreasonwastheythemselveswant  

tobecorrectedespeCiallywithrespecttosegmentals．However，itmaybe  

moreappropriatethatprosodybeintroducedatearlystagesofpronunciation  

teaching．   

Anotherpolntiswhethernative－1ikeproficiencylnPrOnunCiationisfeal1y  

needed．AsfarasEnglishasasecondorforeignlanguageisconcemed，the  

Situation whereEnglishis usedisnotalwaysthatanon－native speakstoa  

nativeandviceversa．Anon－na［ive－nOn－nativesituationisqulteCOmmOn  

thesedays．Therefore，WhatkindofEnglishpronunciationwouldbesuitable  

inthissituation？SuchaproblernhasnotbeensoIYedsofar．Whenitcomes  

tothepronunciationteachingofaforeignJanguage，therestillremainsmany   
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PrOblemstobeinvestlgated．   

Toconclude，thispaperisonlyaroughsketchofthepronunciationerrors  

OftheJapanese．rrheillustrationofindividualeITOrSandthedlSCuSSionof  

theresultshavenotbeenfullycompleted．Theauthorplanstodoadetailed  

follow－uPtOthisresearch．Therewillbeafulldiscussionand［heimptications  

forpronunciatiorlteaChingindetallwi11follow．  
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APPENDIX   

Americansarealwaysonthego．Weof［enhearvisitors丘omothercoulltries  

SaytOAmericans：“YouneverseemtostaylnOnePlace．Youarealways  

mDVlng：’TherearemaJlyreaSOnSR）rthis．   

TheAmericanloveformovlngarOundcanbeseeninthewaytheymove  

fromhousetohouse．Onefamilydoesnotliveinthesamehouseforgenera－  

［10nS・Sometirnestheyliveinonlyonehouse，butmostfamiliesmovequltea  

fewtimesirltheirlives・AsthehusbandIT］akesmoremoney，thefami1yeither  

rentsorbuysamorebeautifulorcomfortablehomethantheonetheylivedin  

before，TheymaymoveinordertoIiveinaclimatethatwilIbebetterfDrthe  

healthofthefami1y・Perhapsthecompanythefatherworksfortransfershim，  

Orhehimselffindsabetterjobinanothertownandmovesout．   

MovingaroundseemstoglVeAmericansgreatpleasure．EvenwhenAmer－  

icansarenotmovlngtOanO【herhome，theyveryof［entravel．Manypeople  

travelbybus，andmoreoftenbyplane．Airplanesareverypopul且rthesedays・  

However，traVelbyautomobileisascommon．ThecarisusedfortheSunday  

aftern00nride，Orforsocialengagements．   

SomefamiliestfaVelwitha【mi1ertheycansleepin．Theyparkthetrai1er  

bythesideoftheroadorinacomfortableplacesuchasamountainval1eyor  

Ontheshoreofalake，SomepeOPlemayhaveatentandgocampln苦，withthe  

trailerIeftbehind，   

AmericanshavealonghistoryofmDVlngabout．Theirfathersallcamefron1  

0thercountriessomegenerationsago．Buttheywouldhavestayedinthesame  

placeiftheyhadnotbeenwi11ingtotaketerriblerisksinorderto缶ndabeト  

terplace．Shipwrecks，hunger，diseas¢，andlonelinesswereeverydaydaJlgerS  

WhentheysettledthemseJvesinthenewland・Theywerepeoplewhofacedthe  

future，Whodidnotspendmuchtimeinlookingback・Forthreehundredyears，  

America’shistorywasoneofsearchingR）．－abetterlivlngandmovingfarther  

WeSt．   

ThefactthatthepeopleverYOftenTr）OVearOundhashadalottodowiththe  

uniforInltyirlAmerican1ife＝thesamestreetswiththesamechainstoresfrom   
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COaSttOCOaSt，thesametypeOfschooIsys［em，andothersimilaraspeCtSOf  

thecu］turalpattern．Thebestexampleofuniformlty，however，isperhapsthe  

language．Thesamewayofspeakingisusedalmosteverywherelnthecoun（ry－  

TheEngIishlanguagetheyspeakjrltheUnitedStatesshowsaunifomlltyWhich  

isno［foundinanyotherlanguageinonebigcountry，Thedeveloprnentof  

COrnrnunicationandtheschooIsystemkeepthisuniformity・Th巳SpeeChofan  

Americanfromonepartofthecountrys†10WSOnlysmal1differencesfromthat  

OfanAmericanfromanyotherpart．   

ThefactthattheAmericanpeoplearealwaysonthegoisapartofthehistory  

OfthedevelopmentoftheUni【edStates．   
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日本人短大生によるテキスト読み上げに生起する  
不正確な英語発音に関する小論  

三松 国宏  

本稿では、日本人の英語にあらわれる、主にプロソディ一に関わる不正  

確な発音についての報告を行う。   

日本人短大生6名に簡単な英文テキストとそれを英語母語話者に録音し  

てもらったテープを渡し、テープの模範発音をできるだけ忠実に再現でき  

るように練習してもらった。l週間の練習の後、同じ英文テキストを読み  

上げてもらい、それを録音したものが本研究の音声資料となった。筆者自  

身による音声資料の聴取調査の結果、短大生の発音では、   

（1）文中に実現されるピッチ下降の規模が、模範発音に比べて小さく、  

（2）ピッチ下降の傾斜も模範発音に比べてなだらかで、  

（3）強強勢を持つ音節に前接する弱音節連続を高い平らなピッチで発音す  

る傾向にある   

ことが判明した。しかし同時に、文の音調の最終的な実現のさせ方そのも  

のは模範発音と異なっていたが、ピッチを下降させる位置については多く  

の場合模範発音の通りであった。   

以上の結果から、日本人短大生が、英語らしい音調の一部を形作ってい  

るピッチ下降を聞き取り、ある程度再現できる能力を持っていたことがわ  

かった。特に何の説明も受けていないのにピッチ下降を聞き取っているこ  

とを踏まえ、英語の音調パターンを発音指導の早い段階から導入し、理論  

的な背景を理解させることにより、よりスムーズに日本人にも英語らしい  

音調の実現が可能となるものと思われる。   


