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Contrast between Japanese and Chinese Demonstratives

by Dialogue Situation
Toyama, Misa

In the study of Japanese as a foreign language, one of the most difficult 1ssues for
Chinese students 1s to master the correct usage of demonstratives such as “ko”, “so”,
and “a". The author beheves a “contrastive approach on Sino-Japanese grammar” is
essential to allow instructors to contribute maximumlly to their students’ proper under-
standings of their daily classroom lessons. She {ocuses on the remarkable difference in
mental approach between the Chinese and Japanese languages in the choice of correct
demonstratives, the so-called “territorial consciousness” between addressors and
addressees distinguishing demonstratives in the Chinese language, which puts Chinese

students in a difficult position for mastering Japanese demonstratives.
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