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Patterns of Japanese Linguistic Behaviour:

uchi, soto and yoso as a conceptual framework

Miyake, Kazuko

This paper proposes the concepts of uchi, soto and yoso as a framework to understand
the socio-cultural features that govern Japanese interpersonal relationships and the
linguistic behaviour that is associated with them. The prevailing framework of uchi-sote
does not adequately explain the contrasting ways in which Japanese are observed to relate to
two groups of people outside their inner circle. One of these groups consists of people to
whom a Japanese individual feels related but not particularly close. The other group consists
of those people with whom the individual is occasionally and accidentally brought into
contact, but there is normally no relationship at all. The former group is called sefo in this
paper, and the latter yoso. This category of yso has received scant attention in Japanese
lingwistic studies, and the author argues that studying Japanese lingmstic behaviour in
relation to yeso will lead to a better understanding of the Japanese and their language. The
paper offers a summary of the characteristics of the yosp relationship and suggests some

possible ways by which yoso interactions may be investigated.
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