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Aural Recognition Test as a Simple Test of Japanese Language Abilities :

analysis of effects of kanji on answer sheets
Kobayashi, Noriko Niwa, Junko Yamamoto, Hilofumi

This paper discusses the aural recognition test devised by the authors. Subjects
were asked to listen to a tape and fill in an answer sheet at the same time ; the sen-
tences heard on the tape appeared on the answer sheets with blanks which were to be
filled in with a single hiragana character representing a grammatical item. There was a
high correlation {r=0.82) between scores on the grammar section of the placement
test and scores on this aural recognition test. As the test requires no more than ten mi-
nutes to administer and 1s also easy to grade, it should be applicable as a simple test of
Japanese language abilities.

The answer sheets in the past tests were written in mixed Kanji and Kana format, so
a need was felt to determine whether differences in Kanji abilities among subjects had
an effect on test results. Two types of answer sheets were prepared, one written using
Kana alone and the other using both Kanji and Kana, in order to examine this Kanji
factor. No significant difference could be seen between a group administered the
answer sheets written in the mixed style and a group administered answer sheets writ-
ten in Kana alone.
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