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The Role of the Non-Native Teacher in the Teaching of Japanese:
towards the language classroom
as a venue for intercultural education

Kaiser, Stefan

The role of the non-native teacher of Japanese has hitherto been discussed mainly inthe context of
team teaching, e. g. Jorden {1983, 1987), where a clear distinction has been made between the
roles of native and non-native teachers. With the continuing increase in overseas students coming to
Japan, it is time to consider the contribution that the non-native teacher of Japanese can make in
this country. The cultural distance between Japan and the West 15 considerable, and consequently
problems arise due to insufficient understanding of areas such as students' learning style and their
expectations towards their teachers. A better understanding of students’ “wants” is needed, and
teachers need to begin to accept students’ accommodation 1o Japanese langwage and culture rather
than expecting their assimilation. It is proposed that the non-native teacher of Japanese in Japan can

play the role of an intermediator in order to resolve such problems.
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