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An Error Analysis of Dictation by Japanese Learners :
on the aspect of grammar and phonology

Ford-Niwa, Junko

It is difficult to check the receptive-skill ability of learners of Japanese. As an attempt to check listening skills,
dictation was used. The students listened to a tape recorded from a TV program, and did dictation of part of the
script. They were able to listen to the tape as often as they wanted to.

Analysis of the dictation data shows that 1) the students whose ability of grammar is low tend to rely on the
sound rather than grammar and meaning when transcribing, 2)though they are able to grasp the meaning of a
sentence, they fail to understand the grammatical meaning, 3) when grammatical items are complex, they tend to
identify one of them, and also that the difficulty increases when phonological difficulties are involved in these

items as well.
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