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A Study of Kanji Compound Words appearing
in Technical Japanese Texts

Kano, Chieko

One of the biggest problems for non-kanji users at intermediate and advanced level of Japanese reading
is kanji vocabulary. In this paper, kanji compound words in technical Japanese texts are examined. The
author analyzes specializebl papers which were used as reading materials for students of Computer Science,
Electronic and Electrical Engineering in the Technical Japanese Program at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, U.5.A. As a result, it has become clear that approximately half of the two- or three- kanji
words in the texts consist of Basic Kanji 500 and about 40% of the words contain at least one Basic
Kanji. Consequently, only 10% consist of intermediate or advanced level kanji. However, 26% of words
in the texts are regarded as intermediate-level vocabulary even though they are combinations of Basic

Kanji. Usage of kanji verbal nouns and kanji adjectival nouns in the texts is also investigated.
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