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Development of a Dictionary of Japanese Language
Learners Errors

Ichikawa, Yasuko

The research on the development of a dictionary of Japanese language learners’ errors has been done
since 1994, supported by a Monbusho research grant. In this research, one thousand error sentences were
classified into 87 items belonging to 8 fields. ‘Error sentences’ are defined as single sentences at
elementary and intermediate level of Japanese.

The classification and analysis of errors faces several problems :

How and by what criterion is an error 10 be defined? How does the frequency of errors relate to the
their importance? How should the learners' native tongue and their Japanese language proficiency be taken
into consideration?

This paper discusses these problems while reporting on the development of the dictionary to date.
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