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The Relation between Grammatical [tems
and Phonological Environment :

a study of position of the blank in the production of items
for SPOT (Simple Performance-Oriented Test)

Ford-Niwa, Junko
Kobayashi, Noriko
Yamamoto, Hilofumi

SPOT was developed by the authors as a simple test of Japanese language ability. Testees are asked to listen to
a tape and fill in the blanks on an answer sheet, each with a single hiragana character representing a grammatical
item.

SPOT still needs to be examined as to its reliability and validity ; however, it has high practicability. From the
viewpoint of production of items for SPOT, positioning of blanks was examined. The result shows that it does not
make a difference, which hiragana character for any one grammatical item is left out, as long as the blank does not
involve phonological difficulty. The difficulty of grammatical items increases, on the other hand, when phono-

logical difficulty is involved.
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