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Designing a Test of Ability of Using Elementary
Sentence Patterns :

the relation between use of elementary sentence
patterns and acquisitional stage

Mitsui, Toyoko
The objective of this study is to examine learners’ ability of using elementary Japanese sentence patterns in
order to find out the relation between the usage of the sentence patterns in the test and the learner’s stage of
acquisition, by asking them to write verbal endings in short conversations. It was found out that high scorers
tended to use the same form of verbs, whereas there was a variety of answers among low scorers. The most greatest
difference in the use of patterns was that the learners in the high scoring group tended to use forms used by native

Japanese, which is not seen among the learners in the groups scoring below average.
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