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The Influence of Sentence Ordering and Sentence
Function on Rhetorical Structure:
the ordering of fact and non-fact sentences

Kido, Mitsuko

Based on an analysis of the ordering and function of sentences used im written
reports on survey resuilts and observations on the effects of changes in sentence order,
I demonstrate that the ordering of non-fact sentences has a major inﬂue.nce on
rhetorical structure. The ordering of fact sentences, e.g., sentences that report
actual survey figures, has limited influence on the rhetorical structure because fact
sentences rarely function to unify sections of the discourse. In contrast, the ordering
of non-fact sentences, e.g., comments and opinion sentences, can have a major
influence on rhetorical structure because depending on their position in the discourse

they play a major role in unifying prior or subsequent fact sentences.
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