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Description of Interaction and Participation
in Different Communicative Acts

OHBA Miwako

O Abstract(] In this study, I analyze how a non-native speaker of Japanese describes her own
experience of a particular interaction and how she displays her participation in two different
Communicative Acts, apart from examining its implementation in conversation teaching. In
the composition of her speech, she describes a change in her experience from what was a
negative evaluation to a positive one, using a conversational structure and expressions that
were part of the tasks given in the curriculum, thus participating as expected in Japanese
language sessions. On the other hand, in a free talking session, she describes the same
experience in detail from a different perspective and evaluative standard, opening up the
conversation floor, positively, by skillfully using assessment utterances. In both
Communicative Acts, it may be concluded that she succeeded in displaying her participation
as expected. Apart from positive participation, these findings suggest the need for teaching a
working knowledge of how to adjust the description of topics and manner of participation
according to different expectations and the conditions of different Communicative Acts.

0 Keywords[] communicative Acts, participation, assessment utterance,

language management theory
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