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About the Usage of iwareru Passives in Japanese

HEO Myeongja

[Abstract] There are several verbs which are often are being used as predicates in
Japanese passives. Iwareru is such a typical verb. Iwareru has a voice relation with yii,
the distinction between the two, however, depends on direction of emphasis of the
speaker’s or listener’s position. In other words, Iwareru has the same semantic content as
kiku, but is used to express a causation of mental change in a speaker’s talk.

In many instances the passive sentence which contains iwareru not only expresses
language activities of a speaker and a listener but also implies the meaning of “having a
complaint or being dissatisfied”. In this case, a speaker avoids direct indication of kiku
and expresses his/her feelings and mental state indirectly. Moreover, it is considered that
while this kind of passive sentence is the type of expression peculiar to Japanese
language, at the same time this structure allows to keep the relation between a listener
and a speaker neutral.
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