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The Effect of Interaction between Students
of Different Backgrounds in Seminar 2

TAKAHASHI Junko

O Abstract() Changes in the enrollment system in the 2004 academic year also had an
effect on Seminar 2 of the Japanese Language and Affairs courses. Seminar 2 is aiming
to develop the basic skills needed as an university student. Due to the new enrollment
policies, Seminar 2 saw increased diversity in the classroom. Students from a variety of
age-groups and academic levels participated in the course. The information presented
here is based on observations of students’ performance, motivation, attitudes and
interaction in the classroom over the following three trimesters: the second and third
trimester in 2004 and the first trimester in 2005. The aim of this report is to help
students make the most of peer learning strategies.

O Keywords O diversity, a variety of age-groups and academic levels, interaction,

motivation
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