goooobbbogooooobobbgooad
goboogougon
—ogoboooogoouooin—

gooooooooon
ggn
gbobobooboobooooboooooobobobobooobooobooobooobo
gboboboobooobooooobooooooooobooboboboboobobo
gbobobooboobooobooobooboboboboobobboobooboobobo
gboboboboboooooooobobobobobooobooooboobnooDbo
gobobboooobooobooboboboobooboooboboobooboboooobOoDbo
gbobobobobooobooooobooboooooooobooobooobooooboDo
gbobobooboobooobooobooboboboboboboboooobooobooono
gbobobooboooboooooboobobobobooboboboobooboobo
gbobobooobooboooboobooboboboboooooobooboobobo
gobobobooboobooboobobobooboooooobooo
gbooooomobooboooooooboboboooobooboboboobo

Considering a Kanji / Vocabulary Syllabus for Learners of
Japanese from Non-kanji using Backgrounds :
based on experimental findings in cognitive psychology

Kaiser, Stefan
When introducing the Japanese writing system in Japanese language education, the order
is generally Hiragana, Katakana, Kanji; once the Kana sets have been dealt with, Kanji
are taken up at the exclusion of further Kana skill practice. However, experimental
findings in cognitive psychology do not support neither the order of introduction nor the
concentration on Kanji at the expense of Kana. Experiments suggest that Hiragana are
perceived as more complex shapes than simple Kanji, and that even at the intermediate
learning stage processing of Kana is far from automatic, requiring further skill training
in these areas. Regarding Kanji, the orthographic distance that has experimentally been
demonstrated between alphabetic and Kanji-based systems requires more bottom-up
training techniques than hitherto practiced. This paper examines current practice in the
light of such experimental findings and proposes a more realistic syllabus for Kana and

Kanji training.
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