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Basic and Intermediate Textbook Analysis by Kaniji:
towards a Japanese teaching item matrix derived from textbook database analysis

Torao, YoshinobuD Yamamoto, Hilofumi

O Following our analysis in Torao/Yamamotdl 199901, we have made an analysis of the
kanji in the database of the main text part of 15 kinds of 22 basic Japanese language
textbooks and 16 intermediate ones. We analyzed the kanji of each textbook and
calculated the number and percentage of kanji, ranging from those appearing in only one
kind of textbook to those appearing in all 15 kinds of textbooks. These data also permit
a rough grouping of textbooks. We have also analyzed the degree to which each textbook
contains the kanji tested in the Japanese Language Proficiency Testd JLPTO We first
divided the JLPT kaniji into level 4 and 3 kanjil basic level kanjidand level 2 and 1 kanji
O intermediate to advanced level kanjildWe then regrouped the textbooks according to the
ratio of these two levels of JLPT kanji. The grouping of textbooks was more or less same
using both methods, and shows the possibility of grouping and positioning textbooks

based on their kanji as derived from the database analysis.
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B NBK (627) | 76(95.00)(12.12) ~ 137(83.03)(21.85)  310(41.06)(49.44)  93( 8.98)(14.83)  11(1.75)
O | BNIL(695) | 70(87.50)(10.07)  145(87.88)(20.86)  363(48.08)(52.23) ~ 110(10.62)(1583)  7(1.01)
BNI2 (1047)| 78(97.50)( 7.45)  152(92.12)(14.52)  A494(65.43)(47.18)  288(27.80)(27.51)  35(3.34)
CKN (872) |72(90.00)( 8.26)  155(93.94)(17.78)  489(64.77)(56.08)  153(14.77)(17.55)  3(0.34)
SGI(717) | 69(86.25)( 9.62)  146(88.48)(20.36)  374(49.54)(52.16)  123(11.87)(17.15)  5(0.70)
13 (456) | 52(65.00)(11.40)  104(63.03)(22.81) 220(29.14)(48.25)  69( 6.66)(15.13)  11(2.41)
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