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On Passives in Japanese Textbooks in Korea

Heo, Myeongja

Abstract

This article examines the characteristics of the descriptions of passives in Japanese language
textbooks used in Japanese language education in Korea. The findings indicate that Korean
learners face a number of problems with Japanese passives. Explanations emphasize that Japa-
nese passives are more complex than Korean passives in three respects ; a) “(ra) reru” has
four meanings, passive, spontaneous, potential and honorific, making it difficult for Korean
learners to understand the meaning of passive sentences, b) although Korean uses many pas-
sive Sino-verbs with “doeda” , and Korean learners make many errors with passive Sino-verbs
in Japanese, there is little explanation of passive Sino-verbs, ¢) passive sentences are used more

in Japanese than in Korean, causing possible overuse of passive with Korean learners.
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