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Roles of Reciprocal Peer Evaluation
in an Oral Competence Training Programme

Takahashi, Junko

This is a report of how reciprocal peer evaluation affected the development of both the Japa-
nese returnee undergraduate students and foreign undergraduate students in an oral compe-
tence training programme.

The programme was based on the idea of 1) students' spontaneous participation
2) reciprocal learning between the students, and was designed to provide them with the basic
skills of oral presentation and academic report writing so that they are ready for university life
as freshmen.

Judging from the teacher's observation and the students' self evaluation at the end of each
term, reciprocal peer evaluation for each speech enhanced students' motivation and made them
more aware of the audience,which led the students to clearer presentations with the aid of visu-
als, paying attention to pauses, pronunciation, intonation, eyecontact, and speed of talking. This
reciprocal peer evaluation improved the presentational aspects. However, the improvement of
language skill of grammar and pronunciation, was not as clearly demonstrable as the skills of
delivery. The more competent students seemed to welcome severer comments on their speech.
Overall, going through three to five types of speech made students feel more confident when
they speak in public. It is observed that the students used softened expressions in their com-
ments. Few direct straightforward criticisms were found.
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