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Developing Japanese Reading Materials for Beginners:
lraining the reading skills to extract relevant information from authentic materials

Kinugawa, Takao Kano, Chieko  Fukutome, Nobuke Masamune, Suzuka

The International Student Center of the University of Tsukuba has been develop-
ing and using Japancse repding materials for beginners since Seplember 1996, These
materials have the following aims ;1 ) o train basic reading skills such as recogmi-
tion of characters, the sentential elements, the grammatical relation of clements,
discourse structure, ete., 2 } o train the reading skills necessary to extract relev-
anl information from authentic materials. In this paper, the authers will first review
the aims and structure of the materials for 1996 and examine the major problems
through student questionnaires conducted in March 1997, Secondly, the authors
will report on the revision process based on feedback from students, and examine
the majer findings and problems through student questionnaires conducted in Augnst
1997, and thirdly, the authors will try fo classily cach reading material according
ter the framework given by Koide (1991 ) ancd examine what kind of reading skills
should he tramed for a certain text Wvpe and what kind of tasks should be given.
Finally, we will discuss the aims and ideal structere of such materials {or enabl-

ing the students 1o develop reading skills,
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