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A Study of Foreign Students During
the Six Month Intensive Japanese Course

Takahashi, Junke Naganou, Hiroko Ogawa, Taeko

This paper cxplores what foreign students on the 5ix Month Intensive Japanese
Course  vxpected and foresaw before coming to Japan, what purposes and prospects
they have, what attitude they have and how strongly they are motivated in study -
ing Japanese. We eollected information by means of a questionnaire survey [rom
1996 to 1997 and analvscd it in order to provide the foreign students with more

adequate treatment and a better learning environment,
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Bl wT -+
QUESTIONMAIRE

1 Why did you choose Japan for studying? Please choose two reasons,
and write in the parentheses "1" for the main reason, and "2" for the
second reason.

a ( )} Because Japan is the most appropriate country for my senmon studies,

b.( ) Because it was recomimended by other/s.

¢ ) Because completing studying in Japan is highly evaluated in my
country.

d.{ ) Because | want to study in an Asian country.

e.[ ) Because [ am interested in Japan,

f.( ) Because Japanese socicty is sale.

g.( ) Because [ obtained a scholarship for studying in Japan.

h.{ } Becauvse | could not obtain a scholarship for other countries.

L[ ) Because the Japanese scholarship is better than that of other
countries.

3. ) Becasue | have been 1o Japan before.

k.( } Because Japan is geographically close to my country.

I{ ) Other [ )

2 What do you expect from studying in Japan most? Please write "1™ for
the most, and "2" for the second.

a{ ) To obtain degree {master degree/doctor degree)

b.{ } To study my field deeply

¢.{ ) To make human network for future

d.{ ) To make friends

e.{ } To become good at Japanese

f.{ ) To become knowledgeable about Japan

g.( ) To enrich my experience
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h. ) To save up money

i.{ ) lexpect nothing special.

j{ yOther ( }
3 What is expected of you after you go back to your country most?

Please wrile "1 for the most, "2" for the second.

a.( ) To become an expert in your senmon freld

b ) Tobe good at Japanese

c.{ } To have knowledge about Japan

.{ )} To have human relations in Japan

c.{ ) Nothing in particular related with Japan is expected.

F{ ) Other { )

4 Do you think you will find a good position back in your country in
accordance with the result of your research?

a, Yes b. Mo c. 1 don't know,

2 What kind of contact did you have with Japan? Please choose as man ¥ as
you ke,

a. [ have been 1o Japan before.

b. T havefhad a Japanese acquaintance/s

¢. T have worked ina Japanese company,

d. T have studied Japanese.

e. | am familiar with Japanese products.

t. Tam familiar with Japanese culture,
(i.e. sumo, kabuki, animation, food, and ete.)

g. Nothing special
6 What did you think of Japan before coming to Japan? Please choose as

many as you like.
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a. distant

€. not 5o interesting
¢. infavorable

. dangerous

i, poor

K. high cosi of living
m.ugly

0. unkind

q. closed

5. undemocritic

u. discriminating
w, over-working

y. crowded

b. psychologically close
d. interesting

f. favorable

h. safe

J. rich

I. low cost of living
n. beautiful

p. kind

r. Open

t. democratic

v. efficient

x. hard-working

z. honest

T How did you foresee life in Japan?

a. L expected that lectures in graduate school would be given in Japanese.

b. I expected that technical books in my specialty would be wrilten in

Japanese.

¢. [ expected that I would have to communicate with my academic adviser in

d. | expected that [ could communicate in English in daily life.

e. | expected that I could easily master everyday Japanese,

f. 1 expected that the life style in Japan would be completely different

from that of my country.

g. | expected that the writing system(letters) would be completely

different from my language.

& How did you prepare before coming to Japan?

a. [ did nothing.

b, [ studied Japanese,
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c. I read (a) book/s about Japan.
d. I collected information from friend/s or acquaintance/s and so on.

e Other (

9 Howdid you expect to spend the first 6 months in Japan?
a. studying Japanese intensively
b. preparing for the entrance examination
¢. studying my own ficld as much as possible
d. studying bothe Japanese and senmon
¢. determining the direction of my future study
f. getting used 1o Japanese life
g£- thinking about my future
h. relaxing
i.other ( )
10-1 What are your purposes of learning Japanese? Please circle as many
a5 you like and write "1" for the main purpose, "2" for the second,
a.{ ) To pass the entrance examination of a graduate schoal
b. ( ) Touse it for my senmon studies
¢. { ) To obtain social information
d. ( ) Tomake good human relations
e. () To use itin daily life
f. ¢ ) Tounderstand Lapanese culture, or their way of thinking better
£ € ) Touse it for my job in fulure
h. () Toobtain a good position in my country

L{ ) Other |

=144



10-2 Ahout your hope for learning Japanese during your stay in Japan.

(1) Do you want 1o learn Japanese positively (eagerly)?

1 i 3 4 5
not at all ! l ‘ ' ! wery much
{2} Do you think that you will continue 1o leam Japanese, even if you
fecl difficulty in the learning?
] 2 3 ! o
not at all - ' ' : I very much
{3) To which level of Japanese language leaming do you want to reach
during your stay in Japan?
1 i 3 4 5
clementary ' : : -y pper level

intermedialte
{4) Would you like to be able 10 use Japanese for vour SENMON sudies?

1 2 3 4 3

[ ] ] |

not at all ! very much

11 Have vou ever learned any foreign language

Yes No (—Please goto 12)
I1-1 Which language and how did you study in class? Please choose forma

toj (in [_]below).

which language e . English

periocd “15/9-78/6

how? a. f,h

a. conversation b. lecture c. oral practice
d. translation €. grammar f. language lab.

. reading comprehension  h. using audio visual materials
1. following a textbook
j. other( )
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12 How did you imagine you would be taught in the Japanese course in
Tsukuba? Please circle.

1. teaching method

a. conversalion b. lecture €. oral practice
d. translation €. grammar f. language lab.
. reading comprehension  h. using audio visual materials
1. following a textbook
] other{ 3

2. classroom size
a. more than 20 persons b, 10—~20 persons
c. ess than 10 persons  d. individual lesson

4. clasroom hours

A How many hours a day
i, 5 hours or more b. 3~5 hours

<. |~ 3 hour(s) d. less than 1 howr

B How many days a week
& 53— 6days b. 3~4 days

¢. I—2day(s)
13 What do you think you would be able to do in Japanese after the 6

months' course 7

a. I would be able to read newspapers,

b. I would be able to read books/ dissertations for my senmon studies,

¢ [ would be able to read novels/magazines.

d. T would be able 1o readfwrite letters,

e. Fwould be able to write papers and dissertations for my senmon studies.

f. I would be able to chat with Japanese people.

g.l[ would be able 1o discuss with Iapanese people on contempolary
issues.
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h., [ would be able to understand TV news, drama, etc.
i. [ would be able to understand lectures.
j. [ would be able to make presentation on my senmon shudies.
k. I would be able to atiend seminars.
§. olher ( )
14 If you were not & student before attending this Japanese course, please
answer the following guestions.
I, Are vou reluctant to study as a student again?

a. Yes k. No
2. Please wrile the reason(s) or your feeling about it below.

nationality: name (1f you don't mind}):

age: sex: M F

Language mother tongue:

which language can you use?

eg. English

¥r Have you ever been 1o Japan before?
{ ) No
(% Yes — When?: Period:

Purpose: 1. study 2. travel 3. job trzining
4, husiness 3. visiting relatives/triends
6. others( )

Thank you for your cooperation.
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Pk 2 BTHT Y- b (19 96EKEM 1997 HEFNIER)

REQUEST FOR COOPERATION IN AQUESTIONN AIRE

We the "Study Group on Japanese Language Learners” at the International Student Centre of
University of Tsukuba are studying what foreign students are thinking about Japanese language and
Japanese classes, We have decided to conduct a questionnaire to learn learners of Japanese better
and to reflect the results in education. This time, we would like to know how you have been fecling
and thinking during the Japanese intensive course of 6 months. We hope vou will understand our

intention and cooperale in our survey.
The results of this questionnaire will not affect your grades in Japanese classes, and it will not be

used other than for research purpose.t will not take much time (10 - 15 minutes) as the way of
answering the questionnaire is mostly a choice system, and you do not have o answer questions

you do nol want to.
We thank you for your cooperation.
Study Group on Japanese Language Learners
[nternational Student Centre, Universily of Tsukuba
Hirakata, Komiya, Milsui, Nagano, Ogawa, Takahashi
{ alphabetical order )

Name . ( If you don't mind ):
Nnationality ©

Mother tongue

Age |

Sex ;F( )M { )
tAbA

Do you want to go to graduate school?  Yes () No ( )

Drite of your arrival to Japan
Have you ever come to Japane? Yes( )—How many times ( 3 No ( )
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| How has vour impression of Japan changed since you came to Japan?

WOrse same better
I 2 3 4 3

2.Arc vou confident in living in Japan as a foreign student?

not confident confident
1 2 3 4 5

3 .Questions about vour conditions in gencral dunng the course
3-1 How was your health condition on average?

b good
2 . 3 4 3

3.2 Did you have any personal problems?

not at all many
i 2 3 4 3

3-3 Did vou communicate with your advisor well?

not at all very well
1 2 3 i 3

3-4 Are you satisfied with life in Japan?

not at all very well
1 2 3 4 5

3-5 Atthe beginning of the course did you think that you could leam Japanese easily?
no [ ) ves { )
3-6 How often were you absent from your class?

often sometimes not at all
| 2 3 4 5

3-7Did you have enough time to study Japanese?

not at all enough
] 2 3 4 5

3-8 Did you have any chances to use Japanese oulside the class?

not at all sometimes often

] 2 3 4 5
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4.Al the beginning of the course, were you encouraged or discouraged o study Japanese,

¢ ) discouraged ( please go to4-2 ) () encouraged ( pleast po to 4.1 3

4-1 Why were you encouraged? Choose as many as you like.

a.Because Japanese is necessary for the entrance examination of graduate school,
b, Because Japanese is nceessary for mystudies (£ A & A)

c. Because Japancse is necessary for daily life,

d. Because Japanese is necessary for my future studies and profession.

e.Because it is an advantage inmy country 1f I can use Japanese.

f.Because I like studying foreign languages

g.Because [ hike Japan

lother }

Please golo 5

4-2Why were you discouraged ?

a.Because Japanese is not pecessary for the entrance examination of graduate school.
InBecause | wanted Lo use more time for my studies (8 A% A)

¢.Becuuse Fapanese is not necessary for my studies (A & A)

d.Because [ could learn practical everyday Tapanese outside the class.

¢.Because [ wanted more free time.

.Because [ wanted to study English more than Japanese.

gBecavse [am not intersted in Japan,

h-Because Japanese is too difficult to learn in short time.

Lother ( :I

3. Have you studied a foreign language other than Japanese after_high school?

U] Yes (please goto 5-1) () No(please pow 6)
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3-1 How do you feel about learning Japanese in the Foreign Student Centre? .
What differences do you find between this Japanese course and another language course yﬂu hﬂ‘q‘b"ﬁ”
taken?

1) speed s
slower SHITIE faster
| 2 3 4 5
2ieachers’ control is
less same more
| 2 3 4 3

Bexplanation of Japanese grammar in class is

less same morne
| 2 3 4 5

Aydrills in class are

fess same more
] 2 k) 4 5

5} scll study { homework, preparation, revision) is

s Same more
A 2 i 4 5

5-2 Questions aboui your experience of studying another foreign language after high school and its
effects on leaming Japanese.

1) Could you apply your previous method of learning a foreign language for keaming Japancse?

not at all very
| 2 3 4 3

2) Did you compare Japanese grammar and the grammar of another language you have learned?

not 4t all sometimes always
I 2 3 4 3
3) Did your experienge of having learncd another foreign language help you pick upthe important
poimisin each lesson?
not an all very
| 2 3 4 5

41Did you think that it was enough to only understand gramatical rales?

() no () yes
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53 Could you study Japanese with patience, as a result of your previous experience of having
leamned another foreign language?

not at all a little YEry
| 2 3 4 5

6) Did the foreign language you have learned help you to understand the texibook and teachers’
explanation?

not at all a little very
1 2 3 4 3

& What were the unexpected things in Japanese language?

a, Writing system ( such as three different types of letters, to write vertically etc.)

b.Difficult pronunciation and accentural patterns

c.Use of honorific, humble or casual forms

d.Use of particles

¢.Conjugations of verbs and adjectives

I.Word order

gSubjects are not always mentioned

h.Many foreign words

. No gramatical difference in sungular and plural forms

g other ( )

THave you ever become discouraged in studying Japanese during the course?
Yes (please go o 7-1) Mo (please goto 8 )

T-LAtC what time did you become discouraged? Choose as many as you like.

a.l was not so encouraged in studying Japanese from the beginning.

b I don't remember exactly when but 1 have become discouraged several times.

c.after about one week

d.after about one month

e.after the first test { for SFI Vol.1)

Fafter the second test { for SFJ Vol.2 )
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g.Around the time when various conjugations of verbs and adjectives mrepre.‘mted.
h when I began to study Kanji .

i.when [began tostudy Keigo (honorific or humble expressions) .

jowhen the number of new words to remember increased

Lother ( )]

7-2 Why did you become discouraged in studying Japanese?
a.Because my results were not as good as Thad expected.
b.Because [ was concernad about other things such as family matters.

c.Because T was tired of life in Japan , such as accomodations, food, human relaionship etc.
For example )

d.Because [ could not stand a life of studying only Japanese.,

e.Because I realised that my studies (A % A.) inJapan did not require Japanese language.
f.Because it was hard for me 1o keep up with theclass .

g.Because there were 1oo many new words , expressions and kanji 1o remember.

h.Because the explanation of the textbook was difficult

i. Because theJapanese [ learned in the class was not what [ nesded.

j.Because the Japanese classes and teachers were nol interesting.

k. Because the course was not suitable for me. (eg. the teaching method )

1.1 could learn more practical everyday Japanese ouside the class.

m. Because studying Japanese was more difficult than [ had expected.

n. other { )

7-3 What did you do for encouragement?

4.1 recovered naturally

b.I never recovered.

c.I thought there was no other way than to continue, so [ encouraged myself

d. I thought this was a Japunese style of studying or teaching, so I accepledit.
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e.lchanged my way of studying.

[.Lstudied only what [ am interested in, (for example kanji or grammar)
gl was sometimes absent.

h.[ tock up something different besides Japanese |

I T consulted with the classroom teacher.

J-Ialked to my friends or upper classmates ( & A ddv)

k.other )

7-4 What would you have liked to be done for you when you became discouraged 7
a.I wanted the pace of lessons to be slower.

b.I did not want homework.

.l wanted outside classroom activities .

d.I wanted someone to listen to me.

e.l wanted to be left alone.

£.1 wanted to be placed in a different class,

g1 wanted fewer lessons a week.

h.other ( )

B.Why were you able to continue to study? Choose as many as you like.

a.Because [ wanted to pass the entrance examination of graduate school.

bBecause I wanted to continue my studies (A% A) in Japan.

¢ Because [ wanied 1o be able to use Japanese ( Listening, writing, reading as well as apeak ing)
d Because [ wanted to know about Japan,

e Because | liked studying Japanese

f Because my family, friends, and former colleagues expecied me to do well.

g.Because the teachers encouraged me,

h.Because the class atomosphere was good, such as the teachers and classmates.
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i.Because [ became used 1o the teaching method.
j.-Because the teachers' teaching method was excellant
k. Because [ thought studying JTapanese atthe Foreign Student  Centre was compulsory.

Lother [ |

9. Why and when were you encouraged more in studying Japanese, besides the causes abouve?.
u. Hecause my personal problems were solved.

b Because [ became used to life in Japan.

¢ Because 1 made some friends.

d. Beeawse | staried to see things differently , after Liraveled or experienced a homestay.
¢ Because | was troubled when Lried to communicate in Japanese.

I Because T was happy when [ oould communicate in Jupanese.

g Because [ had good test scores.

h.Because [ had poor lest scores,

1. Because | started to understand the class more,

J-Because I started understand the basic Japancse system

k.Because [ developped my own learning sty le.

i.Because T had interesting classes.

m. Becuuse | could have alot of useful information beseidesthe exibeok.

n.Because the teachers were devoted.

o.Becavse [ was plased in an appropriate o Favorite class.

p.other ( l

Thank you for your cooperation.
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REQUEST FOR COOPERATION IN A QUESTIONNAIRE

We the "Study Growp on Japanese Language Learners” at the International Student Centre of
University of Tsukuba are studying what foreign students are thinking about Japanese language and
Japanese classes. We have decided to conduct a questionmaire to learn learners of Japancse better
and to reflect the results in education. This time, we would like to know how you have been fecling
and thinking during the Japanese intensive course of 6 months.

We hope you will understand our intention and cooperate in our survey.
The results of this questionnaire will not affect your grades in Japanese classes, and it will pot be

used other than for research purpose. It will not take much time (10 - 15 minutes) as the way of
answering the questionnaire is mostly & choice system, and you do not have (o answer questions

you do not want to.
We thank you for your cooperation.
Study Group on Japanese Language Learners
Intemational Student Centre, University of Tsukuba
Hirakata, Komiya, Mitsui, Nagano, Ogawa, Takahashi
( alphabetical order )

MName . { If you don't mind ):

Nationality -

Mother tongue -

Age

Sex;F ( )M { ]

HALA

Do you want to go to graduate school? Yes | ) No | )
Date of your arrival to Japan |

Have you ever come to Japan? Yes ( )-*How many times ( ) No ( )



Please check on the scale,

1.How has your impression of Japan changed since you came to Japan?

WOrse same better
| 2 3 4 5

Please specify:

2.Are you confident in living in Japan as a foreign student?

About Japunese not confident | 2 3 4 3 confident
About your 4. 5 A not confident 1 2 3 4 5  confident
About your daily life not confident | 2 3 4 5  onfident
As a whole not confident | 2 3 4 5  confident

3. Questions about your conditions n general during the course

3-1 How was your health condition on average?

bad 1 2 3 4 5 good
3-2 Dnd you have any personal problems?
not at all 1 2 3 4 5 many

3-3 Did yvou communicate with your advisor well?

not at all 1 2 3 4 5 very well

3-4 Are you satisfied with life in Japan?

not at all | 2 3 4 3 very well

3-4-1 Could you spend the six months in the way as you had expected?

About your own study notat all | 2 3 < 5 verywell
About the study of Mihonge  notat all 1 2 3 4 5 verywell
To get used to the life inJapan not at all | 2 3 4 5 very well
3-4-2 How did you find the necessity of Nihongo ?
For your ¥ A b A not necessary | 2 3 4 5 necssary
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For the conversalion
in your research room not necessary | 2 3 4 5 necessary

In your daily life not necessary | 2 3 4 3 necessary

Please specify what you felt different from what you had expected about Nihongo:
3-5 At the beginning of the course did you think that you could learn Japanese casily?
no () yes )

3-6 How often were you absent from yvour class?

afien somelimes ol at all
I 2 3 4 5
3-7 Did you have any chances 1o use Japancse outside the class?
not at all sometinmes often
l 2 K 4 3

4. What do you think you shoulel have prepared before coming to Japan?
Please choose two.
{ ) study of Hiragana and Kaakana
{ ) study of daily conversation in Japanese
{ ) study of your t A4 4 A
() reading books about Japan
Onileers:( )

3. Hiawe you studied a foreign language other than Japanese after high school?
() Yes (please 20 o 5-1) ( ) No (please go o 6)
5-1 I-Imu:f do you feel about learing Japanese in the Foreign Student Centre?
Wiml?dll'ﬁ:mnm: do you find between this Japanese course and another language course you have
Laken
1) speed s

| 2 3 4 5
showeer SnNe [asier

THeachers' control is
| i 3 4 5
less S nare

Sexplanation of Jipanese grammar in ¢lass is
| 2 3 4 5

less S more

A)drills i elags are
I 2 1 4 5
Jesg same more




53 self study ( homework, preparation, revision) is
I 2 3 q 5

less samme e

5-2 Questions about your experience of studying another foreign language after high school and its
elfects on learning Japancse.

13 Could you apply your previous method of leaming a foreign language for leaming Japanese?
| 2 3 <} 3
not at all VETY

2) Did you comparc Japanese grammar and the grammar of another language you have leamed?
1 2 3 4 3

no SOIMEILIeS always

3) Did your experience of having leamed anether forcign language help you pick up the important
pointsin cach lesson?

| 2 3 4 3
nad at all very

A)Did vou think that it was enough 10 only understand gramatical rules?
{ ) no () yes

5) Could you study Japanese with patience, asa resultof your previous experience of having
learned another foreign language?
! 2 3 4 5
not at all a litle very

&) Did the foreign language you have leamed help you to understand the texibook and leachers’

explanation?
1 2 3 4 5
notat all a lintle Very

6 Have you ever becorne encouraged or discouraged for the following ilems?
Please tik two at most foreach group.

encouraged  discouraged
cxamples ( O ) ( J on the first day

( 3 (O ) onthe second day
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encouraged  discouraged

Grp. A ) ( ) at the beginning of the course
( ) ( ) after about one week
( ) ( ) after about one month
( ) ( ) around a field trip (Nikko)
( ) ( ) around the first test
( » ) after winter vacation
( ) ( ) around the second lest
( 3« ) after a field trip (Museum)
Others:( )
encouraged discouraged
Gp. B ( )« ) entrance examination requires Japanese language
( ) } A b Asdy needs Japanese language
( ) ( } Jupanese is necessary for daily life
profession ( ) { ) Japanese is necessary for my future studics and
( )y ( ) Thad to study English
Others:{ )
encouraged  discouraged
Grp. C | U )} Japanese language teachers
( )« } classmates
( ) ( ) friends outside class
( ) (€ ) academic advisor
Others:( )
encouraged  discouraged
Grp. D ( ) ( ) 1like sudying foreign languages
( b ) Itis an advantage if [ can use Japanese
( ) o ) Dlike Japan
{ ) )} Tdon't like Japan
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( e ) personal matters

{ K ) environment (accomodation, food, facilities, etc)

[ A ) expectaiton from family, friends, former colleagees, ﬁl.{:,'

{ b ) experiences of iravel or homestay P

( 3 ) communication with Japanese people outside class

Others:( )
Gip. E  encouraged  discouraged

( e } results of tests

{ b ) homework

4 N ) drill in the class

{ 3o )} cgange of class

{ ) o J teaching method

{ b ) Japanese language stwdy is compulsory

{ 3o ) textbook

{ b ) many new words and expressions

( 3o } pace of lesson

Others:( )
Grp. F encouraged  discouraged

( 3o ) Dedt AxH+

( ) ( ) WE (AL)

4 )i ) pronungiatin of Nihorgo

( N } grammar of Nihongo

( ) ) Keego (honorific expressions)

Others:( )
Grp. G encouraged  discouraged

( I } time table of the course

( He )} require course level

{ ) ) conversation class with Japanese native speakers
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( 3 ) field trip
Others:( 3
7. What was the thing that you had wanted to do and could not afford during the & months?
Please choose 2 at most.
{ ) study of technical terms
( ) studyof HAHA

{ ) study of everyday Nihongo outside class
Others:( )

Thank you for your cooperation.
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