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The Analysis of the Utterances Used to Show an Involvement
in Conversation: the case of “Zannen desu ne”

OHBA Miwako, NAKAI Yoko, DOI Mami

[Abstract] This study examined the expression "Zannen desu re”, which is used
to show the speaker’s involvement in a conversation, an expression which learners
may use in contact situations with native speakers. The findings suggest some
pedagogical applications for teaching aizuchi ‘back-channel utterances’ in Japa-
nese conversation. We analyzed the use of “Zannen desu ne”, based on: @D the
person feeling “zannen”, @ the situational territory of "zannen . @ the person re-
lated to the action/situation in context, and @ relationship between speaker and lis-
tener, We found three combinations between @ the person feeling “zannen” and
@) the situational territory of “zamnen”, including Speaker(S)Listener(L)/SL. L/L,
and S/I. We also found three areas of restrictions in the use of “Zannen desu
ne” : 1) the person related to the action/situation in context, 2) by relationship be-
tween speaker and listener, and 3) in use of the final particle ne. We demonstrate
that while speakers use “Zannen desu ne" in the situations of missing something
or for unrealized actions to express their own feelings in case of SL-SL and S-L.
they use it only in their interlocutors' unrealized actions to show their sympathy to-
watd the interlocutors in case of L-L.
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